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A fter our m orning visit to 
The M useum  of Kent Life, 

we arrived at the Friars around 
lunch-tim e to a stam pede of 
1600 children. I was inform ed 
th e re  w ould be a group of 
children, b u t not how  many! I 
had  to tell Jack to stand still; he 
was alm ost in  the head-count.
T hey had  ju st finished a service 
held  outside, and were m aking 
the ir way to the picnic area. I have to say, 
they  were very well behaved and if we 
h a d n 't experienced  the  stam pede we 
w ould hard ly  have know n th ey  w ere 
there. While we were in  the restauran t 
having lunch, the children finished the ir 
picnic and boarded the coaches to head 
back for their respective schools. All was 
very tranquil for the rest of the day.

Visitors were able to w atch the po tter at 
w ork b u t unfortunate ly  the upholsterer 
was not there tha t day.

A ylesford is a cen tre  o f p rayer and  
pilgrimage. It has a guesthouse tha t can 
accom m odate up to 80 people. There is 
also a conference Centre for businesses 
and educational projects. The West Barn, 
b u ilt in  the  17th cen tury , has b ee n  
restored to house the tearoom  and shop.

Carm elites first came to England w ith 
knights return ing  from the Crusades in 
the Holy Land. In 1242 Richard de Grey, 
Lord of Codnor founded a house for them  
on his m anor of Aylesford, w ith  the 
consent of the bishop of Rochester. As the 
founder's m eans w ere in su ffic ien t to 
com plete the building of the church, on 
25th Ja n u a ry  1247 the  Bishop of 
Rochester, Richard of Wendover, granted a 
relaxation  of th ir ty  days of en jo ined  
penance to all who should contribute to 
the work. W hen dedicating the church on 
31st A ugust 1248, in  h o n o u r of the  
A ssum ption of the Virgin, the b ishop 
granted an indulgence of forty days to all 
who visited the church on the day of the 
dedication and the following week, and 
who contributed to the support of the 
house.

Richard of Ingworth, bishop of Dover, 
visited the W hite Friars of Aylesford in  
Ju ly  1538 and found tha t they  had  sold



m uch of the ir necessaries. The 
friars told h im  tha t two m en 
cam e to the prior, saying tha t the 
house was given away, and that 
th ey  had  com m ission to pu t 
them  out at the ir pleasure, so 
they  sold w hat they had and paid 
the ir debts. The house was in  a 
'm eet state' (a fit state). Before 
13th D ecem ber 1538, the house 
was surrendered  to the bishop of 
Dover. K

The property  was put under the 
charge of Sir Thom as Wyatt and 
was in  1542 granted to h im  by 
the king in  exchange for other 
estates. Wyatt leased it to John  
M orse for forty  years at an  
annual ren t of 102 shillings. The 
land consisted of n ine acres of 
arable and eleven of pasture, 
besides the churchyard, gardens, 
orchard, ponds, etc. Some of the 
houses and gardens had been  
leased  shortly  before the  
Dissolution to William T ilgem an 
and his wife, and to John  Clyffe.

On the rebellion of Sir Thom as 
Wyatt, son of the above, the 
p roperty  was forfeited to the


