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The Editor 

Dover Society Newsletter
Sir,

The question has been posed as to the future of the Burgoyne fortifications adjacent to the 
Castle, which until recently have remained included within a military encampment. Neglected 
for more than a century these redoubts and ditches are in very bad structural condition and 
much overgrown - worse than the Western Heights.

Dover does not appear to appreciate what a magnificent assets it possesses in the form of 
its Castle, nor does England realise the full potential of Dover as a tourist destination. English 
Heritage may be a satisfactory guardian regarding the physical protection of historic 
monuments but it has certainly no idea of how to exploit them commercially. Yet it is only 
income from "heritage tourism' which can in the long run ensure the preservation of such 
monuments and their enjoyment by future generations.

Dover Castle is probably unique in Europe as a fortress that has been continually in 
operation from the dawn of history right until the atomic age. It possesses relics from all these 
periods as follows:

an earthen rampart dating from the Iron Age, 
a roman lighthouse, 
an Anglo-Saxon Church, 
a Norman Keep,
Medieval curtain walls and gatehouses,
Tudor outworks,
barracks and redoubts of the 17th/18th centuries, 
tunnels and gun emplacements of the Napoleonic Wars,
Second World War command centre and hospital.

The only period under-represented is the Nineteenth Century when Dover's defences were 
re-centred on the Western Heights, plus the Burgoyne redoubts protecting the castle on its 
vulnerable landward side.

It seems evident that the Burgoyne fortifications ought to be repaired, re-united with the 
castle and made accessible to visitors. While it may be impracticable to divert the Dover-Deal 
main road, which cuts through one of the ditches, it should be possible to re-excavate the ditch 
on each side of the road, and provide a tunnel under the road for access by visitors.

On completion of these works, Dover should be advertised throughout Europe as the 
remarkable complex of fortifications and the “Key to England' which indeed it is. One might even 
hope to attract some of the tourists to see the Bronze-Age Boat and the Roman Painted House, 
two of the most important and spectacular relics of their periods in Europe, yet which today are 
entirely unknown to everyone outside archaeological circles.

Dover should be as unmissable as a tourist destination as the Pyramids -  or at least as 
Mont St Michel. Instead, it struggles to compete for visitors with any Lancastrian town full of 
cotton mills!

Yours Truly 
A. N. Turns


