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FRIENDLY FIRE
The sinking of the British Submarine, HMS J6 

by the Q-sbip HMS Cymric on 15th October 1918, outside Blyth
B y  Captain G J G Francis MN (Rtd)

Th e  following G overnm ent rep o rt was 
published  in  1919 u n d e r th e  title 

"Subm arine Losses 1904 to p resen t day".

Sunk in  e rro r off Blyth by  Q. Ship HMS 
Cymric.

"On 15th October 1918 HMS J6  was lying 
on the surface outside Blyth. The Q-ship 
Cymric was also in the area. At 1600 a 
submarine was spotted closing to have 
what the Cymric thought was a good look 
before attacking. The Cymric at once 
went to action stations believing the 
submarine to be the German U-boat U6.
As shells poured into the submarine the 
signalman attem pting to hoist a 
recognition signal was killed. J6  
attempted to lose the Q-ship by entering 
a fog bank. Cymric followed and found 
the submarine settling in the water. It  
was only when survivors were picked up 
that the mistake became clear."

It followed th a t a careful enqu iry  into the 
loss o f H.M. Subm arine J6 on  the  15th 
O ctober 1918 at about 1540 w as held  on 
b o a rd  th e  su b m a rin e ’s Blyth b ased  
m o th er ship HMS T itan ia on  the  16th 
O ctober 1918 by  th e  C aptain (S) Blyth, 
C aptain HMS Vulcan and  C om m ander
H.M. Subm arine Ml.

This rep o rt w as subm itted  to th e  Senior 
Naval O fficer H.M. Naval. G ranton Naval 
Base and  the  Secretary of the  Admiralty, 
W hitehall, SW1. A com m unication  dated  
the  19th Ja n u ary  1919 giving a decision

w as se n t to L ie u ten a n t F rederick  H 
P eterson . All p ap e rs  w ere  s tam p ed  
PRIVATE in  bold  red  letters.

T he following sm all ob ituary  concern ing  
D ovorian Ellis C harles Adam s appeared  
in  th e  D aily T elegraph on  th e  29th  
M arch 1984. “E C Adams, w ho has died 
a t D over aged 84, w as a survivor o f a 
naval d isaste r o f th e  1914-1918 War. 
W hen the  subm arine  HMS J6 was sunk  
by  fire from  the  Q-ship Cym ric. O nly 29 
o f the crew  o f 45 survived. T he m istake 
occurred  on  O ctober 15th 1918 w h en  the 
J6 was carry ing  ou t a  surface patro l in  
poor visibility. T he Cym ric, on  patro l 
n ea rb y , on  s igh ting  th e  su b m a rin e  
m istook the  le tte r  ‘J ’ on  the  conning  
tow er for a “U” an d  o p ened  fire. Since 
th e  d isaste r no British subm arine  has 
carried  the le tte r  “J".

I knew  Mr Adams, the  father o f m y  wife 
M ary, for 25 years an d  as h e  had  sp en t a 
lifetim e in  the  Royal Navy covering two 
w orld w ars and  I w as th e n  com pleting 
m y career o f fifty years connected  w ith  
the M erchant Navy we had  a great deal 
in  com m on to discuss.

O n the  few  occasions th a t an y  m en tion  
was m ade b y  M r Adam s o f his w ar 
service, h e  w ou ld  re m e m b e r  hav in g  
served on the  subm arine  M I th a t had  
possessed a 14-inch gun. O ccasionally he 
w ould m en tio n  the d isaster w hen  the 
subm arine  th a t he was serving on  as a



Ellis Charles Adams

te leg rap h ist, HMS J6, w as su n k  b y  
friendly  fire b y  th e  Special Services top­
sail b a rq u a n tin e  HMS C ym ric, 
approxim ately  fifty m ile off the  N orth 
East coast.

H e recoun ted  th a t p rio r to leaving the 
h a rbou r on th a t fateful day to com m ence 
a ten-day patro l off the  Dogger Bank in  
the N orth  Sea, hoisting  a large W hite 
Ensign size 4 b rea th  to the top of the 40 
foot w ire less m ast befo re  tak ing  h is 
departu re  station  in  the  m otor room. 
W hen, following instruc tions from  the 
bridge telegraph, h e  altered  th e  m otor 
sw itches w hich  controlled a series of 
locking arm s th a t h ad  to be pushed  
hom e. T here  was a  g iant rheosta t for 
speeding up  an d  an  equally  g iant sw itch 
for reversing. This responsibility  ensu red  
the  sm ooth  m ovem ents of the  engine

w h ils t th e  C ap ta in  m a n o eu v red  th e  
subm arine from  th e  harb o u r je tty  and 
out of the  harbour.

C learing Blyth harbou r at 1200, HMS J6 
proceeded  a t fifteen  knots ou t into the 
N orth Sea w hen  the C aptain h anded  over 
th e  b ridge con tro l to S ub-L ieu tenant 
Brierly. Also on the  bridge w ere two 
lookouts and  a signalm an, th e  la tte r w ith  
a  rifle at th e  ready  to fire a  coloured 
signal g renade in  rep ly  w hen  challenged 
by  a surface vessel firing th e ir  signal 
grenade first to a subm arine, as requ ired  
b y  H. M. Regulations.

At 1520 the  starboard lookout reported  a 
sailing ship ahead  w ithout an  ensign at 
about 1500 yards, as HMS J6 drew  aw ay 
from  the  sailing ship, w hich had  tu rn ed  
out to be the British d -sh ip  HMS Cymric. 
W ithout challenging the subm arine w ith  
a coloured grenade it d ropped its h inged 
bu lw arks an d  opened  fire w ith  its 4" 
how itzer and  two 12 pounders. O btaining 
d irect h its  on  th e  conning tower, injuring 
Sub-Lieutenant Briely and  knocking the  
rifle  ou t o f th e  s ig n a lm an 's  hands, 
ano ther shell p u n ch ed  the  w aterline and  
fu rth e r shells exploded in  the  control 
room . As th e  s tr ick en  su b m arin e  
increased  its distance to over 4000 yards 
an d  about to e n te r  a  fog b an k  HMS 
C ym ric started  up  its auxiliary engines in  
o rd er to chase th e  su b m arin e  w hile  
continu ing  to p o und  it in to  oblivion.

M eanw hile, dow n below  Adam s jo ined  
o thers includ ing  th e  C aptain to try  to 
stem  the  flooding, w h en  th is failed th ey  
h u rried ly  abandoned  th e  com partm en t 
and  sh u t th e  w atertigh t doors. Salt w ater 
h ad  en te red  th e  b a tte rie s  an d  chlorine 
gas w as seep ing  in to  the  room . Electric 
c ircu its  sh o r te d  an d  sm o u ld ed  in to  
flam e an d  th e re  w as a serious o f m ino r



b u t frig h ten in g  explosions. To m ake 
m atte rs  worse, the  boat was in  com plete 
darkness and  the  crew  w ere knee-deep  
in  water. The level o f carbon dioxide 
bu ilt up  m ore rapidly  th an  expected  and 
by  the  tim e it was decided to p u m p  out 
the  flooded bow  com partm en ts m ost of 
the  officers and  m en  w ere too befuddled  
to th in k  coherently .

T here  was no tim e, o r need, for an  order 
to abandon  ship the  subm arine sank 
w ith in  m inutes. T he C aptain led  the 
rem ain ing  crew  into the  engine room  
w h ere  th e  a fte r escap e-h a tch  w as 
situated  and  the  crew  m anaged  to clim b 
out onto the  subm arines side. T here the 
cap ta in  in stru c ted  L ieu tenan t Robbins 
RNR to get the hands fallen in  on the 
disengaged side and  to take off h is w hite 
sh irt an d  wave it.

Adam s sucked dow n b en e a th  the  sea 
tried  to sw im  upw ards. T here  was th e n  a 
sudden  surge b en e a th  him , w hich  shot 
h im  to the  surface like a cork, h e  tu rn ed  
and  100 yards aw ay he could see the  bow  
of the J6 vertical in  the sea. Som ehow  
the  b e rth ro n  collapsible boat h ad  b ee n  
rem oved  from  the  subm arine  an d  w ith 
o ther surv ivor’s he sw am  over and  they  
h au led  them selves on board. The sea was 
litte red  w ith  dead bodies some, w ounded  
from  shellfire, clinging to w oodw ork 
w hile those living w ere close to death  
from  h y po therm ia  or wounds.

O ne o f the  last to be seen  alive was Sub­
L ieu tenan t Brierly w ho h ad  b ee n  the 
Officer o f th e  W atch during  the m o m en t 
th e  C ym ric h a d  o p en e d  fire, w hile  
a tte m p tin g  to  sw im  tow ards som e 
w oodw ork he w as seen  by  Adam s to 
w ave an d  th e n  d isappeared . At th is 
m o m en t th e  Cymric, arrived out of the 
m ist onto th e  scene to discover the

carnage they  had  caused was in  fact to 
one o f th e ir  ow n Royal Naval 
subm arines.

Upon th e  com pletion  o f collecting the 
survivors and  bodies from  the  sea, the 
C aptain o f HMS Cym ric repo rted  to the 
C aptain (S) Blyth the  des truc tion  o f HMS 
J6 w ith  the  loss o f six teen  lives an d  was 
re tu rn in g  to the  subm arine  base.

W hilst on  passage to Blyth, Adams, 
toge ther w ith  all the  o th e r survivors 
questioned  them selves how  the  Cym ric 
h ad  arrived a t the decision to open  fire on 
the ir subm arine w ithout establishing its 
identity, the J6 being  in  full buoyancy, 
m en  on the conning tower, m ast up, 
W hite Ensign flying, gun  u n m an n ed  and 
no t acting in  any  w ay suspiciously.

Over the  days and  years th a t followed 
the survivors o f th e  J6 w ould never com e 
to le a rn  the full final out-com e of the 
enqu iry  in  th e ir  lifetim e. All repo rts  
w ere  m a rk e d  SECRET, such  as th e  
follow ing exam ples th a t have  b e e n  
recen tly  released.

T he following day in  the Courts the 
C om m anding Officer o f the  Cym ric was 
to defend  h is action to fire on  HMS J6 
because he “m istook the  subm arine  for 
U6 and  form ed the op in ion  th a t at a 
d istance of 1500 yards th a t she w as 
G erm an .” T he Courts how ever suggested 
th a t as HMS Cym ric had  visited  the  base 
o f the J  Class subm arines the previous 
m o n th  in  Blyth an d  had  b ee n  provided 
w ith  th e  s ilh o u e tte s  o f th e  J  C lass 
su b m a rin es  th e  p rev ious Ju n e  an d  
S eptem ber, th a t L ie u ten a n t P e te rson  
should  have recognised the shape o f the 
J  Class subm arine. F u rthe r to th a t the 
G erm an subm arine  U6 of the  F landers 
Flotilla had  ru n  aground on the  D utch



coast in  th ick  fog on the  12th M arch 1917 
an d  h ad  b e e n  a rre s te d  b y  the  
N etherlands G overnm ent.

T he C ourt also po in ted  out th a t the 
c ircum stance th a t ap p a ren tly  decided 
L ieu tenan t P eterson to open  fire was the 
sighting o f the  num ber, it should have 
b ee n  well know n  to h im  th a t all British 
subm arines have th e ir  num bers pain ted  
in  bo ld  b lack le tte rs on th e ir  conning  
towers. As far as is know n  th is practice 
w as no t altered  during  the  w ar or since. 
M ore in form ation  indicates th a t enem y  
subm arines never show  th e ir  num ber 
outside the  boat, th is shows in  all photos 
o f G erm an  su b m a rin es  
issued  for I.D. F u rth e r the 
J  Class subm arine is 275 
feet long w ith  a 4” gun  on  a 
revolving platform  forward 
and  as h igh as the conning 
tow er and  the G erm an U 6 
was only  166 feet long w ith 
one 4 p o u n d e r  on  the  
u p p e r deck.

An in teresting  s ta tem en t at 
the  C ourt o f Inqu iry  was 
m ade w hen  the  following 
m em ber: - Captain Elam 
Jam es Tkylor, sk ipper of 
the  Cym ric w as called and 
cautioned.
Q  "Are y o u  th e  Sailing 
M aster o f Cym ric? If  so 
sta te  w h a t you  saw  of 
Subm arine J6."
A "Yes sir, w hen  I saw  the 
su b m a rin e  firs t it w as 
abreast of the fore rigging 
on th e  s ta rboard  bow.
W hen it got abreast o f the 
w h ee lh o u se  I h ea rd  an  
officer say it's a U-boat and

give the order to fire. I th e n  stood b y  the 
engine te legraphs.”
Q. "Was the subm arine flying a flag at h er 
m asthead  and  could you m ake out w hat it 
was?"
A. “Yes Sir, I m ade it out to be a W hite 
Ensign.”
Q. “Was this before guns opened fire or 
afterwards?"
A. “Before Sir.”
Q. “Did you tell anyone of your opinion?" 
A. “No sir."
Q. “Did you see any sm oke signals?"
A. I saw som e black puffs b u t did not 
know  w hat they  w ere sir."
W itness th en  withdrew.

Submarine J6



How  did a teenage boy  from  th e  dep ths 
of Kent find h im se lf  on  a subm arine  in  
the m iddle of th e  N orth Sea in  one o f the 
navy ’s m ost tragic incidences o f the  w ar 
invo lv ing  se rio u s life -th rea te n in g  
circum stances?

We m u st sta rt on th e  25th S eptem ber 
1899, Ellis C harles Adam s w as b o rn  in  
Tlinbridge Wells into a  fam ily o f m arket 
gardeners. Young Charles w as educated  
locally  an d  accord ing  to custom  left 
school at th e  age o f fourteen  to m ake his 
w ay in  th e  w orld. H e applied  to th e  Post 
Office an d  passed  th e  physica l
exam ina tion , th e  w ritte n  te s ts  in  
arithm etic, geography and  w here-abouts 
of the  area to becom e a Boy Ttelegraph 
M essenger.

Tfelegrams w ere delivered  on foot and  b y  
b ike in  the  days before te lephones w ere 
w idespread an d  a te legram  w as the  only 
w ay of getting  a m essage to som eone on 
the sam e day. Each day A dam s signed on 
du ty  an d  the  first m essage could b e  for a 
very  rough  neighbourhood , w hile  he 
w aited  at the  door crowds o f squalid 
ch ild ren  w ould  crow d a ro u n d  h im . 
A no ther tim e it could b e  to a ra th e r 
prosperous m erchan t, w ho w ould give 
h im  tw o-pence an d  w ish  h im  good 
m orning, th u s from  poor to rich. The 
daily life o f a m essenger could b e  one 
official m onotonous du ty  if  it w as n o t for 
the  d iffe ren t sights th a t one had  contact 
w ith  in  the  course o f the  day. At the  Post 
Office base a k itchen  was supplied  for 
the  boys th roughou t th e  day over w hich 
an  overseer presides.

T h en  th e re  w as the  little know n  w eekly 
rifle drill th a t the  boys had  to be tra ined  
in. W hen a d ignitary  visited  a p latoon of 
boys w ould tu rn  ou t on  parade in  fron t of

th e  h ea d  Post Office bu ild in g  to be 
inspected  by, possibly b y  royalty  or a 
m ilitary  h igh official.

Early in  1916, aged six teen  and  a h a lf  
C harles vo lun teered  to jo in  the  Royal 
Navy in  the  m iddle of a w orld w ar of 
h ithe rto  unpara lle led  destruction . O n the 
23rd M ay h e  re p o r te d  to th e  shore 
establishm ent, HMS Vivid in  D evonport 
w ith  th e  ran k  o f Boy 2nd Class Seam an to 
com plete fourteen  w eeks of seam anship  
on  sixpence a day. T im e a t th is barracks 
in c lu d ed  a ssessm en ts  an d  se lec tio n  
b o a rd  te s ts  to assis t in  m e asu rin g  
leadersh ip  an d  intelligence.

T he accom m odation  b locks w ere long 
room s in  w hich ham m ocks w ere slung in  
four row s and  w hen  seen  w ith  the  m en  
sitting  at m ess-tables in  the  room  had  the  
ap p e a ran c e  o f  th e  d eck  o f  an  old- 
fashioned line-of-battle-ship. T here  w ere 
electric lights, lavatories on  each  floor 
an d  w ater taps in  each  room . O n the 
ground floors w ere capacious room s for 
dining, sm oking an d  billiards. Boy 2nd 
Class Adam s shared  th is  accom m odation 
w ith  four thousand  o ther sailors.

Adam s proved to b e  o f above average 
in telligence b y  being  se lected  to go to the 
Royal Naval w ireless school HMS Ganges 
a t Shotley on the  9th Septem ber. O n the 
1st N ovem ber 1916 h e  w as p rom oted  to 
bo y -te leg rap h ist an d  b eg a n  se rious 
tra in ing  in  receiving and  transm itting  
w ireless signals, the  decoding an d  coding 
of le tte rs and  cipher codes. H is tra in ing  
in c lu d ed  o p era tin g  th e  F essen d en  
un d erw ater sound-signalling apparatus, 
lis te n in g  on  h y d ro p h o n es  for so u n d  
waves, from  ships in  h is vicinity, raising 
an d  low ering the  te lescopic radio m ast 
on  th e  b rid g e  an d  le a rn in g  valve 
recep tion  and  Poulson arc transm ission.



Som etim e d u rin g  th is  p e rio d  A dam s 
dec id ed  th a t h e  w an te d  to jo in  th e  
subm arine  service, or boats as th ey  are 
re ferred  to b y  subm ariners. W hether it 
w as the  prospects o f the  excitem ent or 
bon u s pay m en ts  is no t know n b u t on 
15th A pril 1917 h e  was posted  to HMS 
D olphin, the  subm arine base  and  school 
at Fort Blockhouse, on  th e  Gosport side 
of Portsm outh  harbour, for subm arine 
training. H e found it an  exclusive service 
as on ly  subm arine  ratings w ere allowed 
in  a subm arine and  th ey  got m ore pay 
a fte r  passing  a v e ry  s tiff  m ed ica l 
exam ination. O ne’s character had  to be 
perfec t to get in  and  discipline was quite 
com fortable. T he officers and  m en  m ixed 
easily although the re  was a ru th lessness 
tow ards an y  sort o f incom petence or 
slackness in  the  perfo rm ance of du ty  and 
a w arm  h ea rted  and  very  real fra tern ity  
resu lted  am ongst all ranks and  ratings.

W hile in  port subm arine  crew s slept in 
the  p a re n t ship and  w orked in  the  boat, 
w h ich  h ad  no  cooking o r sleep in g  
arrangem en ts b y  day. W hen on passage 
or during  exercises the crew  m em bers 
dossed dow n w here th e y  could find a 
b ille t an d  su b sis ted  on  tin n e d  food. 
T hese handicaps as well as prim itive 
sa n ita ry  a rra n g e m e n ts  an d  s tric tly  
ra tioned  fresh  w ater did little to offset the 
y o u th fu l e n th u s ia sm  an d  ea rly  
responsibility  th a t in fused  the  branch .

T h ro u g h o u t th e  war, to  enab le  
subm arines on  patro l to keep  in  touch, 
th ree  depot ships on  the  East Coast, the 
HMS M aidstone at H arw ich, the  HMS 
T itan ia a t Blyth, an d  th e  HMS Lucia at 
M iddleburgh used  to tran sm it to each 
o ther at ten  m in u tes  past each h o u r and 
subm arines w ould in tercep t. Tb enable 
radio traffic to b e  m ain ta in ed  at an  even

volum e, if  no m essages w ere to b e  sent, 
dum m y signals w ere tran sm itted  in  four 
le tte r  code or five-figure cipher. 
Reference w ould th e n  be m ade to a 
codebook th is had  eight ounces of lead  in  
the  cover, so th a t in  an  em ergency, the 
book could be dum ped  into th e  sea and  
kep t ou t of en em y  hands.

Each of these  ships w ould also b e  a 
m o th er ship to the  subm arine crew  who 
lived on board  w hen  in  port. If  the 
officers took all the accom m odation, on 
HMS T itan ia for example, th e n  the  re s t of 
the crew  lived in  the  old herring-drying 
sheds n ea r  the m ain  gate. T he crew  
w ould tell the  coxswain w here th ey  had  
slung th e ir  ham m ocks, so th a t he could 
call them , if  requ ired  to p u t to sea at 
night.

O n th e  5 th  Ju n e  1917, A dam s w as 
ordered  to rep o rt on  board  HMS T itania 
a t Blyth the  following day and  to be 
available for du ty  to jo in  the  subm arine 
HMS J6 at the first opportun ity . HMS 
T itan ia w as a  m erch an t ship o f 5250 tons 
being  bu ilt in  England for the  A ustrians 
w h e n  w ar b ro k e  out. She w as 
com m andeered  an d  converted  for use  as 
a su b m a rin e  p a re n t sh ip  a n d  w as 
appo in ted  as depo t ship to the 9 th  and  
10th subm arine  flotillas w hich included  
J1 to J6.

The British J  Class Subm arines w ere 
b u ilt u n d e r  an  em ergency  w ar program , 
seven  J  Class w ere o rdered  an d  six built. 
T hey  w ere un ique  to British subm arines 
b e in g  d es ig n ed  w ith  a tr ip le  screw  
m aking th e m  the fastest o f th e ir  tim e 
w ith  a su rface  sp eed  o f 19 knots. 
E quipped w ith  a pow erful long-range 
w ire less th e y  w ere ideally  su ited  to 
reconno itre  in  en em y  water. T he J6 had  
b ee n  bu ilt in  Pem broke Dock in  1916.
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On the  25th Septem ber 1917 A dam s was 
p rom oted  to O rdinary  Telegraphist and 
signed into the  Royal Navy for twelve 
years.

O n th a t fateful day o f O ctober I5 th  
following the  departu re  o f HMS J6 no 
one on  board  would have realized tha t 
w ith in  four hours th e  patro l was to end  in  
tragedy w ith  loss o f life, in ju ry  and  the 
sinking o f the  subm arine. O nly recen tly  
the  secret papers covering the findings of 
the  Court toge ther w ith  the  final decision 
b y  the  Com m ander-in-Chief, East Coast 
o f Scotland have b ee n  released.

C on clu sion s o f  th e  C ourt o f  E nquiry
It could b e  reasoned  th a t m en  w orn  out 
an d  exhausted b y  the  rigours o f extended 
patrols, u n d e r  w ar conditions are p rone 
to m istakes insignificant in  detail and 
triv ial in  extent, b u t for a Special Services 
Captain alm ost invariably  fatal. However, 
security  and  the  safeguarding of m oral 
o ften  d em an d  th e  c o n c ea lm e n t o f 
acciden t details and  th is w as show n at 
the  C ourt o f E nquiry  held  on board  HMS 
T itan ia  on  the  16th O ctober 1918.

1. As L ie u ten a n t F red rick  H en ry  
Peterson, DSO and bar, DSC and  b a r  RNR 
C om m an d in g  Officer, H.M. Special 
Service Vessel Cym ric left the  C ourt after 
giving evidence, the  su b m arin e  m en  
cam e to a tten tion  and  salu ted  th is officer.

2. Ref 2903/H.F.0022. Date 25th October 
1918. SECRET.
S ubject. C ircum stances attend ing  the 
sinking of the  subm arine J6 b y  Special 
Services Ship CYMRIC on 15th Oct. 1918. 
"It is considered th a t th is regrettable 
acciden t was due to over-zeal on  the  part

o f C om m anding Officer o f Cym ric; he 
shou ld  have  reco g n ised  th e  frien d ly  
character o f J6. At the  sam e tim e the 
Officer o f the Watch o f J6 w ho was 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  lost, ap p ears  to have 
approached  Cym ric u ndu ly  close and  to 
have b ee n  som ew hat over confident."

“It is n o t p ro p o sed  to su b m it th a t 
L ie u ten a n t P eterson , C ap ta in  o f th e  
Cymric, be tried  b y  Court-M artial; th is 
O fficer has  done excellent service and 
the  fact th a t Officers and  M en o f HM 
Service have lost th e ir  lives th rough  his 
ac tio n  is su ffic ien t p u n ish m e n t. No 
u se fu l ob ject w ill b e  ach iev ed  in  
p u rsu in g  th is  m a tte r  further." 
C om m ander-in-C hief 25 Oct. 1918 East 
Coast o f Scotland.

Following th e  sinking of th e  subm arine 
J6, o f the original crew  o f 45, th e re  w ere 
16 casua lties. 12 ran k s  an d  ra tings 
a ttended  th e  C ourt o f E nquiry  of w hom
10 w ere fit to be called an d  cau tioned  
p rio r to being  questioned.

T he rem ain ing  crew  includ ing  Adams 
w ere taken  im m edia te ly  to hospital upon  
th e  arrival o f HMS Cym ric at Blyth, 
w here Adams eventually  m ade a full 
recovery  an d  rep o rted  back  a t HMS 
D olphin on  the  30th Ja n u ary  1919 to 
con tinue h is career on  HM Subm arines.

O n N ovem ber 21st 1918, th e re  rem ain ed  
one w artim e  d u ty  for m a n y  B ritish  
su b m a rin es  w h e n  th e  m ig h t o f th e  
Im p eria l G erm an  N avy s te am ed  to 
surrender. B ehind it, as a p recau tion  
against an y  trickery  on the  p art o f the  
G erm an ships, th e re  patro lled  British 
subm arines.


