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Visit to Lille ~  September 2008
= = =  P atricia H ooper-Sherratt = = =

It was disappointing that from almost 500 
members of The Dover Society there were 

only 20 on the trip to Lille. However, as with 
all our trips this year, despite the poor 
summer, we have managed to take the 
sunshine with us.

When we arrived on time at the Eastern 
Docks ready to set off, we had to wait for a 
change of driver. Tb our surprise, the ferry 
company, SeaFrance, had brought our 
sailing time forward. The driver turned up 
after a few minutes of panicking and soon 
had us underway, no waiting about, soon 
boarding the ferry.

After a pleasant journey by ferry and coach, 
we arrived at Lille outside the Tburism 
Centre, where many of our group went in to 
pick up brochures. Some purchased bus 
tickets so they could enjoy an hour's tour of 
the city to see the sights and pick up ideas as 
to what they wished to visit.

Some went for breakfast as soon as they 
arrived, others waited until lunchtime.

A few of us enjoyed some retail therapy 
while others wanted more of the city's 
culture (of which there is so much to see, too 
much for me to mention). One of Lille’s 
most beautiful buildings dates from 1652, 
when one walks through the arches into the 
inner courtyard to where there are 24 small 
identical houses, now taken over by 
booksellers and chess players. The statue of 
Napoleon in the middle had been cast from 
the bronze of Austerlitz cannons and a book 
market apparently is held there daily.

The Grande Place aka Place du General de 
Gaulle. The superb central square of the city 
is bordered by the impressive facades of the

Art Deco' La Voix du Nord' newspaper 
offices, the Vielle Bourse, and numerous 
Cafes, Bars and Restaurants.

I mention no names, but, one of our senior 
members (JW) decided to visit the museum, 
but, when he peeped through the doors, it 
looked so vast, he decided if he ventured 
inside he might get lost and we would go 
home without him.

Later in the day, some members took our 
advice and w andered along Rue 
Esquermoise to try one of the famous (for 
over 250 years) Meerts Patisseries where 
they have an enormous selection of teas 
(their own blends) and cream cakes.

After an uneventful journey, we arrived 
back in Dover tired but happy, with the 
completion of yet another most enjoyable 
trip abroad.
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