
b y  T erry S u tto n

Following an initiative taken by  The 
Dover Society, Dover District Council 

has revealed details of local celebrations to 
m ark  the  100th ann iversary  of Louis 
Bleriot's p ioneer flight across the Dover 
Strait.

The celebrations will focus on Northfall 
Meadow w here Bleriot landed on 25th July 
1909 afte r a flight from  Calais o f 37 
m inutes. At tha t tim e Northfall Meadow 
was free of bushes, bu t is now heavily 
studded w ith trees and undergrowth.

D over D istrict Council has p lans to 
refu rb ish  the  site especially  the  area 
around the Bleriot m onum ent w here the 
Tricolour used to fly. A council spokesm an 
says tha t tenders for clearing the site are 
being sought.

Next sum m er's celebrations will cover the 
w eekend of Saturday 25th Ju ly  and Sunday 
26th July. Events scheduled will include 
an Edwardian seaside carnival on Dover's 
w ate rfron t w hile 
overhead there will be 
an  air pagean t of 
aircraft dep icting  a 
cen tury  of flight. Most 
o f the  aircraft will 
have taken off from 
the French coast. One 
of the aircraft lined up 
to take p art in  this 
g rand flypast is an  
original B leriot XI 
aeroplane, controlled 
b y  an  ace F rench  
pilot.

The British authorities are working w ith 
the French and Italian governm ents, the 
Arm ee de l'Air (the French air force) and 
the  Royal Air Force to m ake it a 
spectacular w eekend. The famous Red 
Arrows and the ir French counterpart La 
Patrouille de France expected to take 
part in  the air pageant.

Aircraft, tha t are able, will land in  the 
grounds of the Duke of York's Royal 
Military School to offer static displays of 
historic aircraft on both  the Saturday and 
Sunday.

Saturday's celebrations will end w ith a 
formal d inner in  the grounds of Dover 
Castle and w ith a firework spectacular 
over the town and port.

On the Sunday m ore events are p lanned 
including another Red Arrows flypast 
and  displays by  RAF u n its  on the 
seafron t and  a t the  Duke of York's 
school.
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