spectacular and there was more security.
He retains good memories of these,
essentially  friendly, people. What
surprised him was that he never heard a
word of reciprocal hate due to their
experiences. He even met up once again
with the man who had stabbed him and
whose life he saved.

M. Gallant provided his audience with a
fascinating talk on his long life, his
experiences and impressions of Dover
over 75 years and, having been received
by the Mayor of Dover and the Chairman
of Dover District Council he ended
his visit with a celebratory dinner
at Cullins Yard. Here he was
greeted by proprietor Jim Gleeson,
with members of the fourth
generation of the family he first
came to Dover to visit in 1932.
Earlier he had been photographed
with  members of the fifth
generation. He was extremely
happy with the reception he
received in Dover and very much
appreciated the interest and
attention he received from the
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many people he met during his visit. He
hopes to maintain his links with the town
and revisit again in future years.

There can be few 87 year olds who have
been interned in Berlin in the last 18
months of the war and imprisoned in the
Congo for refusing to endorse corrupt
practices, bayoneted in the stomach and
stabbed in the side in Vietnam and who
philosophically state that life is a comedy,
a pantomime, and who harbour no enmity
whatsoever against those who have been
responsible for some of the things that
have happened to
them. He provides
an object lesson
for those who
have antipathy and
prejudice towards
others in their
lives. After all he
says, when patting
his stomach, ‘all
inside here is
plastic - the best
insurance against

M. Roger Gallant Cancer'!
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SOCIETY PROJECTS

- --- Report by Jeremy Cope ----------=-m-mmmmmemmmmeee

RIVER DOUR

The Dour volunteer working parties run
by White Cliffs Countryside Project have
operated through the summer months
from April until October. The work
undertaken has been the invaluable job of
clearing the rubbish from the river and
without this effort the river would almost
disappear under a layer of litter and

rubbish. Most people passing by express
their appreciation of what is being done
but it is Dovorians who are the litterlouts,
no doubt a minority, but still enough to
anger the rest of us. | believe | am the
only Society member to join the working
parties and | would urge you to sign on
next year. You do not have to work the
whole day, | work for only 2-3 hours a



session, but all input is welcomed. We
will now stop work for the autumn
and winter to allow the fish to breed
(the Dour is a prime river for trout).

The River Dour Steering Group of
which the Society is a member met in
October. The Group is a forum
enabling members to let Dover know
of their aims and work and to hear
local views and comment. The
Environment Agency, apart from its
routine of flood prevention, hopes
with gravel to raise the height of the
timber barriers between the Police
Station and Kent College. It is hoped
that this will make the barriers more
effective in creating a meandering
flow as well as allowing vegetation to
grow. In the stretch through Pencester
Gardens and behind Pencester Court a
gravel cleaning programme will be
carried out which will include the
removal of some boulders.

White Cliffs Countryside Project, apart
from its work in litter clearance,
intends to complete the Bushy Ruff
information panel as well a panel at
Wellington Docks in conjunction with the
Harbour Board.

Dover Thwn Council, which has already
carried out extensive upgrading to the
riverside at B&Q, intends to install seating
and an information panel. They hope to
involve local schools in a project to design
and install a sculpture the concept of
which is based upon the history of the site.

All of this is good positive news, and if
members were to take a walk along Barton
Path | think they would be impressed by
the work undertaken by the Environment
Agency and maintenance of White Cliffs
Countryside Project. Do also look at the
Tbwn Council’s project by B&Q - a great
improvement.

COWGATE CEMETERY

This past few months have very unusually
seen three working parties rained off. We
are now in the midst of cutting the
summer’s growth and hope that we will
experience drier, brighter weather.
Despite the rain we continue to make
good progress, made enjoyable by the
comradeship of the members of our
working parties.

We celebrated Jack Woolford's 91st
birthday and welcomed Nathan Late and
John Widgery to our sessions. Any
members interested in joining our work
will be mostwelcome -the phone number
for details is 01304 211348.



