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A talk by Ian Humphreys reported by Tarry Sutton

Guest speaker at our March meeting was 
m arine biologist Ian Humphreys from 

the Environment Agency who told us how 
lucky we are to have such a delightful chalk 
stream, the river Dour, flowing through our 
town. The Dour, he explained, was one of 
only two pure chalk streams in Kent.

Ian, who has been working with the Dour's 
environm ent since 1989, detailed progress 
on the rolling programme to improve the 
river by removing various obstructions to 
the passage of fish.

He claimed there were "loads" of brown 
trout in the river, and told how they 
spawned in gravel beds, and said there 
were sea trout in the dock into which the 
river flows (the Wellington Dock) ju st 
waiting to swim up-stream but for the 
obstructions that stood in the way 
(presumably under the New Bridge area).

Ian explained how the chalk hills above the 
Dover valley, through which rain water 
percolates, were formed millions of years 
ago and why chalk streams are so friendly 
to wildlife. These reasons included the 
stability of tem perature (no more than a 
4°C annual change), high calcium content, 
low levels of silt, and regularity of flow.

With the use of a PowerPoint screening he 
detailed the range of "beasties" to be found 
in the Dour but noted that crayfish, said to 
have been located in the river a few years 
back, were now missing. However efforts 
might be made to re-introduce them  to the 
river w here fresh w ater shrim ps were 
already to be found.

Aquatic plants growing in the Dour, or on 
the river bank, included water sedge, water 
forget-me-nots, mint, water parsnip, wild 
iris and an abundance of watercress. In 

addition to the brown trout there 
were a few eels and sticklebacks, 
he added.

Ian told how agreem ent was 
being reached with w ater 
companies not to extract water 
from the upper limits of the river 
Dour but to make any required 
extractions down-stream, thus 
im proving the river flow
through the town. This was a 
slow process involving extraction 
licences.

“You are so lucky to have such a 
lovely river flowing through your 
town,” was Ian's parting shot.The River Dour


