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This year the new sletter will have its 
tw en tie th  ann iversary . The first 

issue appeared  in  Ju n e  1988 w ith  
P h ilom ena K ennedy as Editor. The 
Society was only a few weeks old.

Budge Adams took on the unofficial job 
of w hat he described  as 'producer, 
distributor and advertising executive', in 
effect an assistant to Philom ena. Budge 
said, 'W hat a wonderful opportunity  it 
was. I was happy as a lark.'

The Chairm an of the Society was Jack 
Woolford and the Vice-Chairman John 
Gerrard. There were 110 m em bers.

The first seven issues of the New sletter 
were produced on A4 sheets, copied and 
bound. After this Budge and Philom ena 
decided to in troduce a new  form at. 
Budge took on the job of producing the 
booklet and in Septem ber 1990 w ith 
issue 8 the New sletter appeared in its 
new  look, w hich it still retains to this 
day, w ith its familiar cream  cover w ith a 
black-and-white illustration.

Philom ena continued  as Editor until 
May 1991. In the sum m er of tha t year 
she was to visit Am erica and would not 
be able to produce the next Newsletter. 
She asked m e if I would take over in her 
absence. My first New sletter as Editor 
was N um ber 11 in  Septem ber 1991. 
Philom ena did no t continue on h e r 
re tu rn  and I rem ained Editor for the 
next fourteen years.

Budge was still the producer of the 
booklet, prin ted  at Adams Printers and 
we worked together to bring out each 
N ew sletter un til issue No. 27 in  
D ecem ber 1997 w hen Budge, w ith great 
regret, 'retired from action', as he pu t it. 
W ithout Budge's help the job becam e a 
lot m ore tim e-consum ing, the Editor 
now becom ing the producer as well, 
collecting copy, liaising w ith Adams 
Printers and organising proofreading 
w ith May Jones and Pam Tkylor, who 
had done this job from the beginning.

W hen I retired  from the job in 2005 
A lan Lee becam e the  new  Editor, 
stating in  his first editorial in August of 
tha t year tha t he was pleased to be 
taking over 'one of the best society 
new sletters in  print'. Having helped 
him  w ith his first issue, I am  pleased 
th a t I have b een  able to m ain ta in  
contact by  proofreading and 
contributing articles.

Alan has continued the tradition and is 
now  approaching his th ird  year as 
Editor. It is still said by m any to be one 
of the best new sletters in  print. This is 
due, I feel, to all those who have 
con tribu ted  to its success from  its 
beginnings in  1988 to the p resen t day, 
no t only the  th ree  editors b u t the  
advertisers, distributors, proofreaders 
and, m ost of all the writers. May the 
New sletter and the Society go from 
strength to strength!


