
In  1858 Trinity House introduced the 
use of electricity, m aking it the first 
lighthouse in  the world to be powered 
in tha t way. It was installed by  Michael 
Faraday (1791-1867) b u t its use 
continued for only six m onths w hen 
there was a re tu rn  to oil. G enerators 
were brought into use in 1872 to provide 
the electricity to create the revolving 
light.

He urged those who had never visited 
the lighthouse to do so and learn  the 
fascinating h isto ry  th a t included  
M arconi's first ship-to-shore radio 
m essage in  1898 betw een  the East 
Goodwin lightship and South Foreland. 
Even m ore im pressively the following 
year he exchanged the first international 
radio transm ission betw een W imereux 
near Boulogne and the lighthouse.

Water Matters
Reported by Jeremy Cope

I WAS VERY IMPRESSED by  the talk 
given by our second speaker Richard 
Sturt on, "Water Matters". Richard spoke 
from his experience as Southern Region 
Chairm an of the Consum er Council for 
Water. He surveyed our w ater supply 
scene, its problem s and some of the 
potential solutions of a subject tha t is of 
fundam en ta l im portance  to anyone 
living in  this area. A serious shortage of 
w ater involves ra th e r m ore th an  a 
hosepipe ban  and we should not take 
comfort from this year's w et summer.

First our deteriorating supply.
It came as no surprise tha t the Romans 
sorted things out using aqueducts to 
bring in  the w ater tha t enabled them  to 
use 600 litres per day per person. The 
com parison  w ith  our s itua tion  was 
highlighted by pictures of Bewl Water 
w hich supplies 17% of Kent's needs; the 
first w hen  full, the second well nigh 
em pty, each the resu lt of seasonal 
variation. In  Dover we rely  alm ost 
w holly on w ater from  the  chalk

aquifers. Across Kent we consum e 160 
litres per day, ju st over a quarter of the 
Roman figure and we currently  have 
w ater shortages from tim e to time.

Second our increasing dem and.
Oh dear - the picture gets worse w hen 
we look into the future. Population 
predicted to grow by over 10%, growth 
in  single households which use w ater 
less efficiently , additional dem ands 
from clim ate change and a forecast 
reduction in  supplies from abstraction 
from  aquifers. The n e t resu lt, a 
potential deficit of around 30% by 2030.

Lastly possible long-term  solutions. 
W hat can be done? First if  we use m ore 
dom estic m etering , w ater saving 
campaigns, m ore efficient distribution 
system s and m ore effective appliances 
w ith in  the  hom e we will still find 
dem and rising.

W hat of new  sources of supply? Bewl 
capacity can be increased by raising the 
dam  height; bu ild ing  Broadoak



Reservoir would m ake a substantial 
con tribu tion . Reservoirs have 
advantages as en v ironm en ta l and 
recreational resources. The output from 
Abingdon via Tham es would be a m ajor 
source bu t the problem  of transport has 
to be resolved. Both desalination and 
reuse of effluent require m ajor use of 
energy and are unlikely to form a m ajor 
part of the solution. We can use reed 
beds to purify  used w ater b u t this 
requ ires extensive space although 
nature does the work for us.

At the end of Richard's talk there  were 
several questions and I th ink  tha t m ost 
of the audience left w ith som ething to 
th ink  about. My own feeling was that 
there needs to be proper thought given

to w hat is a very fundam ental m atter 
and this includes the growth in  Kent. 
We in  the  Dover area face a very  
substan tia l increase in  households, 
particularly at W hitfield and this in  the 
face of in adequate  w ater supplies. 
T here  does no t appear any  logical 
p lann ing  and co-ordination; no 
countryw ide approach to the problem. 
Does our town planning need  a m ajor 
overhaul so tha t we only build efficient 
housing and th ink  through our town 
layouts? How can we bu ild  hom es 
w here th ere  is an  adequate  and  
susta inable  in frastruc tu re?  But any  
answers are only valid if there is proper 
research and we are all given the right 
to take an  effective p a rt in  the  
decisions.


