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Les Amis du Chateau de Condette
-------------------------Report by Terry Sutton

The Dover Society has accepted an invitation from the French group Les Amis du 
Chateau in Condette near Boulogne to "twin."

Already progress is being made for exchange links and other cultural activities. The 
aim is to create a partnership between our two organisations in line with the twinning 
projects between Kent and Pas-de-Calais programmed by local authorities in accordance 
with a protocol signed in November 2005.

Les Amis du Chateau de Condette, currently with about 150 members, was created in 
1993 and is run by a committee o f around a dozen members. The President is Daniel 
Dutertre, the secretary Philippe Wallois and the treasurer Marc Neuville. The stated 
objects of the "Amis" are to further cultural, artistic and historic interests in Condette and 
the region around Boulogne by gaining greater knowledge.

One aspect of their programme is to commemorate historic events in the area and 
personalities who have lived in the Condette region. Their annual programme includes 
outings to chateaux, sites, 
gardens and ancient 
monuments in their area.

A spokesman for Les Amis 
says: "We also take part in local 
fetes and we are interested in 
the refurbishment of the 
Chateau d'Hardelot, in its 
classified site and in the 
development of marshes and 
ponds in the area. Our 
programme also includes 
gastronomic interests, with 
wine tasting and an annual 
meal together." Recent talks 
enjoyed by Les Amis have 
included a conference on 
Christopher Columbus, 
impressionist painters,
Napoleon III, Jules Verne 
and Indochina.

A delegation from The 
Dover Society executive met 
representatives of Les Amis 
in Boulogne in November 
to discuss a reception in 
Dover of some 50 members 
of the French group.
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