
SOCIETY PROJECTS
-------------------------  Report by Jeremy Cope -------------------------

COWGATE CEMETERY
For the project team autumn is a time for 
cutting the grass and raking it into a few 
large piles, refuges for wildlife in the 
winter months. We are making good 
progress and are nearly half way through 
the cemetery area.

I have to report a disaster!! The spirits 
of the cemetery bless our work with dry 
weather but on our October Thursday 
session we put in an hour's work and the 
heavens opened and put paid to any 
further progress. As far as anyone of us 
could remember this was the first 
Thursday session to be so affected. I can 
only think that the permanent occupants 
objected to a little too much laughter and 
decided on a rebuke - not that that will 
inhibit our volunteers.

We were delighted to have the help of 
Adam, marking time following 
completion of school while he seeks 
admission to the Royal Air Force. Lesley 
Easton will be joining us in November. 
Please contact me on 01304 211348 if you 
would like to join our Project Volunteers, 
you will be most welcome.
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THE RIVER DOUR
As usual there are highs and lows to report 
on the work of making the most o f our 
river. As reported in the last newsletter 
the Environment Agency was preparing to 
undertake work on the river, mainly to 
direct the flow into a narrower channel. 
The purpose is to enhance its speed and 
thus its ability to move the silt providing a 
riverbed more in keeping with a chalk 
stream. The work to improve the flow will

also form mini flood plains where 
vegetation can flourish. The lake at B&Q 
is a good example of what may result. 
When walking along the river bank you 
may spot semi-submerged timbers which 
indicate one of the locations chosen by 
the Environment Agency. Most recently 
they have been working on the section 
below Crabble Corn Mill, using a 
mechanical digger.

That was the high. Now for the low. 
During the summer months White Cliffs 
Countryside Project, with the help of 
money from the Environment Agency, 
used working parties, which included our 
members, to clear the rubbish and litter. 
They worked very successfully and 
importantly, with a proper regard for 
safety. The river can be treacherous to the 
unwary. However the funds ran out and 
this work has come to an end with the 
prospect that the river will once again 
become litter strewn. The Society, 
believing that the local effort should be 
primarily directed at litter clearance, 
suggested to Dover Tbwn Council that, 
together with River and Ttemple Ewell 
Parish Councils, further funding should be 
found for the White Cliffs Countryside 
Project to continue this work on a 
permanent basis. I am afraid that this 
appeal was unsuccessful but if Dover is to 
play its part, other means will have to be 
found to continue litter clearance. 
However good the Environment Agency 
projects are, they will be of much less 
value to us if they are covered in rubbish.

Oh! Another high. White Cliffs 
Countryside Project have put up the signs 
for the River Dour Walk.


