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Report from Chris Taft, Publicity Secretary

The Western Heights 
Open Weekend
As the nights stay lighter for longer and 
the m ornings are brighter spring m ust be 
on the way and w ith it activities intensify 
in  p rep ara tio n  for the annua l open 
w eekend at Dover's W estern Heights. This 
edition of the Dover Society N ewsletter 
contains details o f this year's event. The 
latest new s is that the Drop Redoubt will 
be open on bo th  Saturday 3rd and Sunday 
4th June. Re-enactors will be onsite on at 
least one of the days this year. As well as 
the ever popular N apoleonic 1st Foot 
Guards m em bers o f the Hellfire Corner 
Living History Club will be encam ped, 
helping to dem onstrate the role W estern 
Heights played during World War Ttoo. 
The w eekend will be supported by the 
now annual lecture evening to take place 
at 7.30pm on the Saturday evening. This 
year the WHPS is delighted to welcome 
Nicholas Hall from the Royal A rm ouries 
at Fort Nelson, speaking about artillery.

1st Foot Guards at previous open weekend

Exact details are still to be confirm ed and 
at the tim e of going to press details o f the 
venue are no t y e t fixed. A nyone 
in terested  is encouraged to keep an  eye 
on the WHPS website at:

www. dover-western-heights. org 
w here the  la tes t new s of the  open  
w eekend and all aspects of the Society will 
be posted.

Publicity and Promotions
The Publicity and Prom otions team  of the 
WHPS is pleased to announce tha t it has 
secured  funding  from  Kent C ounty 
Council to purchase digital p resentation  
equipm ent to help  spread news of w hat 
the WHPS is up to and to p resen t the 
history of the Heights. A special talk has 
been  prepared w hich will be delivered for 
the first tim e in  late February. This is 
in ten d ed  to explain  the H eights, its 
h istory  and  significance, to audiences 
previously unfam iliar w ith it. The talk is 
rich  in  im ages show ing the  W estern 

Heights as it was and is, explains 
how  it developed and outlines the 
w ork of the  WHPS. It can  be 
adap ted  to m eet a varie ty  of 
aud iences w ith  d iffe ren t 
backgrounds and prior knowledge 
of the  Heights. A ny group 
in terested  in finding out m ore are 
asked to con tact the Publicity  
Secretary at the address below.

Work on distributing the Society 
leaflet continues, w ith 5000 having 
b ee n  m ade available for 
distribution at the London Parade. 
G roups who are in te res te d  in  
distributing the leaflets are again 
asked to con tact the  Publicity  
Secretary.

Tbwards the end of last year the



Getting Involved
The WHPS is keen for people to becom e 
involved at all levels w ith all sorts of w ork 
and would welcom e hearing from anyone 
who wishes to help. The Society is at 
presen t especially keen to recruit more 
people to assist on m ore adm inistrative 
levels, m ost especially helping to w ork on 
developing the Society. Every year at one 
of the open days visitors say how  m uch 
they  enjoy the day and the opportunity  to 
see parts of the site not norm ally open. 
Every tim e they  express the w ish to see it 
open m ore often. O pening ju s t once a 
year takes up an incredible am ount of the 
tim e of the core of dedicated volunteers 
and to open m ore often and do even m ore 
will require m ore people.

There is a great deal to be done, m uch 
has been  achieved bu t m uch m ore can be 
w ith m ore support. O ther plans are in  the 
pipeline b u t can only be realised with 
more help. The WHPS is very grateful to 
all its m em bers and will always welcome 
hearing from others who can and will 
help. If you feel you can help at any level 
p lease get in  touch  w ith  the Society 
through the website at: 
www.dover-western-heights.org or write 
to WHPS, Pox 366, DEAL, Kent CT14 9XY

variety of activities that help 
im prove the site for all. Much 
of the w ork is focused on 
prese rv ing  the  site and 
m aking  it accessible to 
visitors for the open days. 
C urren tly  m uch  w ork has 
taken place clearing rubble 
from  p art o f the  Drop 
Redoubt w hich will help  
im prove the experience for 
visitors to this year’s open 
w eekend . Extra vo lun teers 
are always w elcom e so 
anyone w ishing to becom e 
involved should look at the 
w ebsite www.dover-western- 
heights.org for details of dates 
o f forthcom ing work days. Work day, Western Heights

Casement Barracks (south) at Western Outworks. 
Western Heights
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WHPS helped  to facilitate a visit to the 
Drop Redoubt by  th e  Young 
Archaeologists' Club who appeared  to 
enjoy the ir visit. Some of the ir m em bers 
produced a very well w ritten  article for 
th e ir  publication . C onversations have 
taken place w ith m em bers of the group in 
the hope of fu rther developing links w ith 
younger enthusiasts of the Heights.

Work D ays
Work days are now a regular feature at the 
H eights and each m onth  m ore m em bers 
and  non-m em bers get involved in  a

http://www.dover-western-heights.org

