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The Western Heights Preservation Society
The W estern H eights Preservation Society 
(WHPS) will once m ore be welcom ing 
visitors to the White Cliffs Countryside 
Project’s (WCCP) W estern H eights Open 
Day in  Dover. Special openings of the 
Drop Redoubt and  G rand Shaft on 
Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th June  2006 
will appeal to all and cater for the casual 
visitor as well as the specialist wanting to 
find out m ore about D over’s W estern 
Heights. O n th e  Sunday additional 
activities for all the family will include 
stalls an d  activ ities for children , 
dem onstrations of traditional craft and re­
enactm ents, all on the site o f the form er 
Grand Shaft Barracks. Refreshm ents will 
also be available on the Sunday, including 
hot food and drinks. The m ain  activities 
will take place from  11am and the last 
adm ission to the Drop Redoubt and Grand 
Shaft will be at 4pm. The Society will also 
have on sale a num ber of publications and 
in fo rm ation  shee ts on  th e  W estern 
Heights.

For the last th ree years the WHPS has 
provided  access to th is w onderfu l 
fortification and offered views inside a 
fortress norm ally closed to the public. No 
booking will be required and visitors will 
be free to explore the Redoubt at their 
own pace w ith m arshals on h and  to offer 
guidance throughout the fort. H ealth  and 
Safety considerations will no t p e rm it 
every part o f the site to be open b u t m uch 
will be and the w eekend will provide an 
excellent opportunity  to get an  idea of the 
scale o f th is large fortress. P len ty  of 
o p p o rtu n ity  will be available for 
historians, archaeologists, architects and 
all visitors in terested  in  fortifications or 
any  of the historical periods covered by 
the  H eights to explore an d  indeed  
photograph the Redoubt and Grand Shaft. 
This m ay well be the only tim e th is year 
that the Drop Redoubt will be open on 
such a scale.

Everyone w ishing to visit the Drop 
Redoubt is rem inded  tha t this is a historic 
building tha t is being opened especially 
for this event. All walkways will be m ade 
safe b u t sensible clothing, and particularly 
suitable footwear is required. Due to a 
num ber of steps w ithin the Drop Redoubt 
access for w hee lcha ir users and  for 
pushchairs is sadly not possible. Both are 
how ever m ore than  w elcom e at the site of 
the Grand Shaft Barracks on the Sunday 
w here a num ber of activities will be 
taking place.

Entry to the Drop Redoubt will cost £3 
for adults and  £1 for accom panied  
children and all proceeds will go towards 
the w ork of the WHPS.

In  addition  to th is excellent 
opportun ity  to v isit the  Redoubt, the 
Grand Shaft trip le helix spiral staircase 
will also be open free of charge to all, 
though donations are appreciated. The 
Shaft is m ade up of three sets of spiral 
steps, one above the other, linking the sea 
front w ith the site o f the form er barracks. 
The opportunity  to see this spectacular 
piece of 19th cen tury  architecture m ust 
not be missed, ft was once described as 
‘such  a u n io n  of elegance and 
convenience [that it] m ight have reflected 
cred it even  u p o n  th e  gen ius o f Sir 
Christopher W ren’.

The W estern H eights are ju s t off the 
A20 on th e  w estern  side of Dover 
overlooking the W estern Docks. I h rn  off 
at the first roundabout and drive up South 
M ilitary Road, the Drop Redoubt is at the 
top of the hill and parking is available on 
M ilitary Road at St. M artin's Battery or 
North Entrance.

People in te rested  in  attend ing  are 
advised to keep an  eye on the WHPS 
website, www.dover-w estern-heights.org 
w here  any  additional details will be 
released, or contact the  W hite Cliffs 
Countryside Project on 01304 241806.

http://www.dover-western-heights.org

