Poor Emma -
largely forgotten

by Tferry Sutton |

In Calais in a side street off the Rue Royale
there's a weather-worn plaque that tells of
the last resting place of a woman who was
once a sought after beauty in 19th century
England.

Emma Lyon, as she was when born in
1765 the daughter of a blacksmith, was a
real beauty who used her sexuality to
climb out of poverty to become a leading
socialite. She was the mistress of various
men until she married the diplomat who
gave her the title.

She met Horatio Nelson in Italy when
he was recovering from war wounds and
soon became his lover. Emma bore
Nelson’s daughter Horatia in 1801. At that
stage Emma, still a great beauty, was the
subject of portraits by several leading
painters.

But after Nelson’s death life began to go
down hill for Emma and she was soon in
debt and suffering from ill-health. Tb
escape her creditors Emma quietly slipped
across the Channel from Dover to Calais
where, penniless, she took rooms in a
lodging house not far from the docks.
Where, 10 years after Nelson's death, she
died.

The spot where she died in 1815 is
today marked by the difficult-to-find and
obscure plaque. It is said it was placed on
the site by some British officers on
wartime duty at the French port. The
plaque is seen by very few tourists and
largely ignored by the people of Calais.

Ibday poor Emma is practically
forgotten while her lover Nelson - 200
years after his death at the Battle of
Trafalgar - remains a national hero.

LONDON ROAD

COMMUNITY FORUM
by Alan Lee

Formed following a meeting held in October
2003 with the aim of become a pressure
group and to foster a community spirit, the
membership is open to all who live or work
in the area including all the businesses. The
forum initially covered London Road and
Cherry Tree Avenue but this has now been
extended and covers an area from Buckland
Bridge down Barton Road on to Ladywell and
back via London Road.

The majority of the meetings and events
are held in the Kings Hall with many thanks
to the owner Brian. Some popular events
have been Quiz Nights and a Children's
Halloween Night as well as clearing the litter.

A calendar for 2006 has been produced
featuring old photographs of shops, buildings
and transport from the area. The next major
project will to introduce a wider audience to
the history of the area by the creation of an

internet site.
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