
The following article by Ttrry Sutton is intended to provoke and stimulate the 
membership o f the Dover Society into discussion as to the future housing issues 
within Dover and District. Tb that end the Editor would like to ask for 
contributions from members, to appear in the next newsletter, either for 
against or somewhere in between.

MORE HOUSES
by Ifern/ Sutton

Ju st how m any new  hom es should be 
bu ilt in the Dover area in  the next 20 
years? That's a p lanning decision that is 
awaited from  the office of John  Prescott, 
the D eputy Prim e Minister.

The governm en t has called  for a 
m assive hom e building program m e in the 
south east of England and the South East 
England Regional Assem bly (SEERA) has 
decided tha t in  the region as whole 28,900 
dwellings should be provided each year 
betw een 2006-2016.

Kent County Council was called on to 
m ake recom m endations on how m any of 
these  houses shou ld  be b u ilt in  the 
county.

Three options w ere suggested over the 
20 years for the Dover district - a low level 
of 5,900, a m edium  range of 7,900 or a 
m assive 9,900. M ost o f these, it is 
suggested, should be provided in  and 
around the tow n of Dover. Dover District 
Council, after consultations w ith parish 
councils and others, recom m ended  ?? 
(still to be decided).

It is claim ed by  county p lanners there 
is a po ten tia l lan d  supply  in  the

im m ediate Dover area for 4,780 new  
homes, a num ber of w hich could be built 
in  the town itself. But, if the p lanned 
house building goes ahead, it is obvious 
any new  estates will have to be located out 
of the Dover valley probably to the north  
and towards the W hitfield area. Some 
green fields will be lost to housing estates, 
although how  m uch will be reduced if 
C onnaught Barracks is sold by  the 
M inistry of Defence and m ade available 
for homes.

The p lanners at district, county and 
regional levels are not only investigating 
land  supp ly  for hom es b u t also the 
creation of new  jobs for workers (and that 
m eans m ore land for business parks) to 
fill the hom es an d  the  necessary  
in fra stru c tu re  req u ired  for the  new  
estates.

T here  are already  calls, especially  
from  the parishes, for roads, sewers, 
com m unity  centres - even a new  Dover 
hospital - to be provided in  advance to 
serve the expected population growth if 
all this p lanning goes ahead by  the year 
2026.


