
The Western Heights Preservation Society
Report from Chris Tiift

The Western Heights Preservation Society (WHPS) is once again pleased  
to be able to offer a  brief update on > 5 activities.

Heritage Open Days
Septem ber saw the Western Heights Preservation 
Society (WHPS) becom e involved with the annual 
Heritage Open Days (HOD). These have run  for a 
num ber of years now and have been  organised by 
English Heritage. The intention  behind the event 
is to open buildings to the public that are not 
norm ally accessible, for free over a specific 
weekend. The Dover Society organised Dover's 
contribution to this year's event and for its part the 
WHPS worked with English Heritage to open the 
Grand Shaft. As an additional attraction the WHPS 
also opened the Drop Redoubt m aking use of the 
interpretation panels produced for the June event, 
as reported in  August's issue of this Newsletter.
The w eather was not fantastic over the weekend 
although thankfully dry. Never the less all who 
visited thoroughly enjoyed the day and once again 
the Drop Redoubt never failed to im press both first 
tim e and m ore regular visitors, although the fact 
that this was ju st one of m any sites open over this 
weekend did m ean visitor num bers were not as 
high as they might have been.

New Projects
The WHPS is cu rren tly  
launching  a couple of new  
projects for the coming months. 
These include working towards 
registering  the Society as a 
Charity. The WHPS has now 
been  established for five years 
and it is felt that w ith the size of 
the group now registration is the 
next natural step. By the next 
issue of The Dover Society 
Newsletter we hope to be able to 
report further progress.

Following an invitation  to 
speak at the AGM of a localEntertainment in  the Drop Redoubt



society in  Kent the publicity arm  of the 
WHPS is cu rren tly  developing a 
presentation on the history of the Western 
Heights and the work of the WHPS, which 
it hopes can then  be used again and taken 
to in troduce a w ider audience to the 
W estern Heights. The presentation will use 
photographs and maps from a num ber of 
national and local collections to present 
the history  and developm ent o f the 
fortifications and will show how  they  
played their part in  the defence of Britain 
during more than  one significant period in 
British history. As part of this project the 
WHPS is currently working on applying for 
a grant to purchase a laptop com puter and 
projector to use for th is and other 
p resen tations, to lend  a m uch m ore 
professional feel to the talks.

The August issue of The Dover Society 
N ew sletter reported  the launch  of the 
WHPS's new  leaflet. Work is now well 
underw ay in  developing a strategy for 
d istributing  th is leaflet and target 
aud iences have b een  identified  to be 
am ongst the first to receive copies.

A further project at present is one to 
w iden com m unity  involvem ent in  the 
WHPS. The Society is hoping to involve 
more local groups in  W estern Heights by 
encouraging them  to use the Heights as a 
focus for the ir work. This might include 
photographic or art clubs who could use 
the Heights as a subject for a study, school 
or youth groups who might w ant to look at 
the Heights in  term s of its history and be 
able to explore some of the vast site or 
regional and national societies who would 
perhaps be interested in  learning more 
about the site and might w ant to either host 
the interpretation panels produced for the 
open days or have a m em ber of the WHPS 
talk to them  about the site. Anyone with 
ideas on this project or who thinks they 
know of any group who m ay be interested 
should contact publicity@ dover-western- 
heights.org, or write to the address below, 
m arking it for the attention of Chris T&ft.

Work Days
The regular program m e of work days is 
continuing at the Heights w ith a dedicated 
team  turning up in  all weathers to help 
m aintain and improve the site. Much work 
has recently been  focused on the Drop 
Redoubt in preparation for the open days 
and in the coming m onths work will be 
continued there and at other points around 
the Heights. Extra volunteers are always 
welcome so anyone wishing to becom e 
involved should look at the w ebsite 
www.dover-western-heights.org for details 
of dates of forthcoming work days.

Aeria l view  o f Drop Redoubt

Getting Involved
The WHPS is keen for people to becom e 
involved at all levels with all sorts of work 
and would welcome hearing from anyone 
who wishes to help.

The Society is at present especially 
keen to recruit m ore people to assist on 
more adm inistrative levels, m ost especially 
helping to work on developing the Society. 
People are needed to assist w ith and help 
run  some of the projects m entioned above 
and also to work on forthcoming open 
days.

If you feel you can help at any level 
p lease get in  touch w ith the Society 
through the website at:

www.dover-westem -heights.org 
or write to:- 

WHPS, Pox 366, DEAL, K ent CT14 9XY

http://www.dover-western-heights.org
http://www.dover-westem-heights.org

