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The work o f the

PLANNING
Sub-Committee

Reported by JACK WOOLFORD, Chairman

T
he response to our appeal to 
m em bers for contributions towards 
our share of the costs for Tbwn 

Centre Ttees was very generous. So is the 
£1500 from  D over Tbwn Council. 
U nfortunately , however, the  essen tial 
£800 from  th e  R egeneration  U nit is 
delayed by  new  CCTV conditions and 
u n ce rta in ty  about th e  rival m erits  of 
ground planting  and containers.

Dover Tbwn Council has persistently  
opposed applications for conversions of 
houses into flats in  Folkestone Road, 
form erly controversial for housing asylum  
seekers and now  associated w ith fears of 
crim e. D over D istrict Council is now 
fighting an appeal against the refusal of 
perm ission to convert a hotel into flats. 
Yet this is w hat the m arket, following on 
long-term  and  w idespread  popu la tion  
trends, prefers. In the last six m onths 
there have b een  literally scores of sim ilar 
applications. As a D over Express 
co rresponden t asked: w hat alternative 
option is feasible?

M eanwhile Dover is show ered w ith 
good intentions. These include the South 
East Plan, the Kent and M edway Structure 
Plan, the Local D evelopm ent Framework, 
the Dover Tbwn Council Five Year Plan, 
not to m ention  Dover Pride, DTIZ, WCBP 
Phase II, etc., etc. All agree on 
s tren g th en in g  and  diversify ing the

economy, the need  for em ploym ent, the 
expansion of the port, the dualling of 
A2/M2, the reconstruction  of a rail link  to 
the W estern Docks, new  w ater supplies 
and a hospital, a fu rther education centre, 
etc, etc. All agree th a t in frastruc tu re  
should com e first: b u t none can say w hat 
or w hen  the Treasury will contribute to 
kick-start the process.

M eanw hile (again) on  the positive 
side, Dover H arbour Board has no t only 
refurbished the finials on the Prince of 
Wales P ier lam p  posts b u t has also 
undertaken  to finance a dock exit road to 
reduce congestion at the Eastern Docks 
roundabout. Would th a t they  m ight also 
support our suggestion tha t the slip road 
in  front o f the Britannia Inn, the Light of 
India, the County Hotel and Burlington 
House be prolonged to Russell S treet and 
fenced  off from  Townwall S treet to 
provide an alternative route to the town 
centre from  the York Street Roundabout. 
P rom pted  b y  th e  Society, the  Kent 
H ighw ay A gency will finance 
reconstruction  of the Crabble Hill traffic 
lights to overcom e the problem  of right 
turns. A pparently the Tbwn Council has 
now  app o in ted  a new  Tbwn Clerk. 
R elations b e tw e en  th e  E nv ironm en t 
A gency and  the  River D our S teering 
Group m ay (!) have improved. Every little 
helps...
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