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Churchill's Chartwell
R e p o r te d  b y  L e s le y  G o rd o n

COACH OU TIN G S BY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
usu a lly  s ta rt q u ie tly  b ec au se  o f th e  
ea rly  hour. T his one, se tting  off la te r 
th a n  u su a l a t 11am on M ay 19th, saw  
th e  tw en ty -e igh t p a rtic ip a n ts  slightly  
c restfa llen  b ecau se  o f low  cloud an d  the  
th re a t o f rain , w h ich  b oded  ill for a visit 
to no rth -w est K ent to see th e  h o m e and  
gardens o f  th e  g rea test Briton o f th e m  
all. We n ee d  n o t have w orried . T he M26 
gave w ay  to th e  leafy  lan es o f th e  Weald, 
to b r ig h tly  co lo u red  rh o d o d en d ro n s , 
lu sh  fo rested  h illsides an d  p re tty  
villages, an d  th e n  we 
arriv ed  a t w hat

m u st b e  one o f th e  m ost perfec tly  sited  
h o u ses  in  th e  South  o f England. T his 
was w hy  h e  b o u g h t it, o f course, in  
1922, a t th e  age o f forty-eight, w h e n  a 
legacy  from  a n  Irish  cousin  prov ided  
th e  funds h e  h ad  p rev iously  lacked. It 
w as to re m a in  h is p ride  an d  jo y  u n til h is 
dea th  over fo rty  y ears  later.

T he N ational T rust h as  k ep t th e  
g ro u n d s  im m a c u la te  a n d  p ro v id ed  
sy m p a th e tic  v isito r facilities. A fter a 
sh o rt stro ll along  a w ind ing  pathw ay  

b o rd e re d  b y  m eadow s, lakes, 
g o ld fish  p o n d s  an d  

form al gardens,



th e y  ev en  p rov ided  sm all p lastic  bags as 
w e e n te re d  th e  house, to  p re v e n t ra in  
from  o u r u m b re llas  d ripp ing  on the  
carpets! I t is very  m u c h  a c o u n try  
g en tlem an 's  house, th ree  or four sto reys 
h ig h  to  a c co m m o d a te  th e  ro llin g  
lan d scap e  to  w h ich  it clings, b u t  n o t 
over large, w ith  m a n y  sm all passage 
w ays an d  sta ircases lead ing  h ith e r  and  
th ith e r  to  th e  n e a t an d  e legan t p rin c ip a l 
room s. T h ese  are all fu rn ish ed  w ith  
m e m en to s  o f th e  fam ily  k in d ly  donated  
b y  C lem en tine , C hurchill's  wife, w h en  
h is to ry  tu rn e d  th e  fam ily  h o m e in to  a 
sh rine . Even on  a dull day, th e  h o u se  is 
ligh t an d  airy, th an k s  to th e  arch itec t 
Phillip  T ild en  w hose w ork  o f ren o v a tio n  
a n d  ex tension  from  1922 to  1924, cost 
th re e  tim es  as m u c h  as th e  original 
p u rch ase  p rice  b u t w as m o n e y  well 
spen t. E ven  on  a du ll day, th e  overall 
im p ressio n  is one o f light, espec ia lly  in  
th e  d in in g  room , p a r t o f  th e  1922 
extension , an d  in  C hurch ill's  s tudy  at 
th e  to p  o f  th e  o ld  ho u se , w h ere  
exposure  o f th e  a n c ie n t b e a m s an d  
rafte rs c rea ted  a large, double he ig h t

ro o m  w o rth y  o f  its  d is tin g u ish e d  
occupan t. A nd everyw here , spec tacu la r 
v iew s ac ro ss  ro llin g  E ng lish  
countryside.

C lem m ie , u n lik e  C h u rch ill, w as 
co n stan tly  w orried  abou t th e  expense of 
keep ing  up  th e  h o u se  an d  gardens an d  
soon  afte r th e  en d  o f th e  second  w orld 
war, w ea lthy  w ell-w ishers com bined  to 
b u y  th e  h o u se  a n d  p ass  it to T h e  
N ational TVust on  cond ition  th a t th e  two 
shou ld  b e  able to live o u t th e ir  days 
th e re . Iro n ica lly , so o n  a fte rw ard s, 
C hurch ill’s w ritings on  th e  w ar m ade 
h im  a r ich  m an.

Som e b rave souls v e n tu re d  in to  the  
g a rd en s to  see th e  studio , w h ere  a 
fu r th e r  se le c tio n  o f  C h u rc h ill’s 
p a in tin g s re m a in  on  d isplay . O thers 
rep a ired  to th e  re s ta u ra n t w h ere  a  lucky  
few  w ere  in  tim e  for th e  delic ious 
lu n c h tim e  se lec tion  o f h o t m eals. A 
c o n ten t an d  g ratefu l p a rty  m ade  its w ay  
back  hom e. Never, as Je re m y  Cope said 
o f  Jo a n  L iggett, o u r  o rg a n ise r  a n d  
leader, in  the  field  o f social outings, had  
so m a n y  ow ed so m u c h  to one w om an.

Tb Celebrate Sea Britain 2005
Trip to the Historic Dockyard, Chatham
R e p o r te d  b y  M e rr il  L illey

THE DOVER SOCIETY TRIP to  C ha tham  
D ockyard  on  Saturday, 9 th  Ju ly , w as a 
g rea t success. T he coach  le ft D over at 
9.15a.m . an d  arrived  a t C ha tham  at 
10.30a.m ., w h ere  w e h ad  an  h o u r  an d  a 
h a lf  to  ourselves befo re  sta rtin g  our 
gu ided  tour.

T he Society h ad  a tr ip  to C ha tham  in  
1996 an d  th e re  w ere several changes 
since th a t visit. T h ere  is alw ays p le n ty  
to  see a t C ha tham  D ockyard  and, w hile 
o u r to u r could  n o t inc lude  every th ing ,

we packed  a g rea t dea l in to  o u r tim e 
there .

We s ta r te d  w ith  a v is it to  th e  
e x h ib itio n  o f  17 lifeb o ats , a n ew  
add ition  to th e  site, an d  th e n  looked  at 
th e  sh ip  quays, w h ere  th e re  are th re e  
vessels o p en  to th e  public. H ere  can  b e  
se en  th e  Cavalier, th e  la s t surv iv ing  
d es tro y e r o f th e  Royal Navy, b u ilt in  
1944 an d  deco m m issio n ed  in  1972. It 
o cc u p ie s  th e  d ock  w h e re  N e lso n ’s 
V ictory w as bu ilt. T h e  C avalier sp e n t a


