
E nglish  H eritage o n  D over Castle, th e  
D rop Redoubt, th e  E m m aus b u ild ing  at 
A rchcliffe Fort an d  50 o th e rs  inc lud ing  
th e  Territorial A rm y HQ. in  L ondon 
R oad and , c u r re n tly , th e  L adyw ell 
D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  a w a re h o u se  in  
W hitfield.

In  2003 h e  h e lp e d  e s tab lish  th e  
In d e p e n d e n t A lliance an d  b ec am e  a 
to w n  councillor, h e lp in g  to save M aison

D ieu H ouse from  p rivate  sale.
W ith  a lo n g  se q u e n c e  o f 

illu strations, acco m p an ied  b y  w itty  an d  
iron ical rem a rk s  w h ich  excited (ruefu l?) 
la u g h te r  fro m  all q u a r te rs  o f  th e  
gathering , h e  asked  th e  question : "Was 
D over in  b e t te r  shape now  th a n  fifty 
years  ago"? H is answ ers w ere  th a t th e  
Port b u t n o t th e  Tbwn w as b e t te r  b u t 
th a t w e w ere  all try ing.

A pril
"FRENCH AS SHE IS SUNG"

A talk by Philip Robinson - Reported by Jack Woolford

Sta n d in g  in  a t  s h o r t  n o t ic e  b ecau se  
Cllr. Paul W atkins cou ld  no t, as a 

p a r l ia m e n ta ry  c a n d id a te , sp e a k  on  
"D over P ride", P h ilip  R obinson , 
P ro fesso r o f  F re n ch  a t th e  U n iversity  o f 
K ent a t C an te rb u ry , gave as m u c h  a 
m u sica l an d  d ram a tic  rec ita l as a talk . It 
w as, in d e e d , e n te r ta in in g ;  b u t  th e  
in s tru c tio n  w as real. H is su b jec t w as the  
rad ical d iffe rence  b e tw e e n  F re n ch  an d  
p rac tica lly  all o th e r  E u ro p e an  languages 
as far as th e  p rin c ip le s  o f  sp eak in g  w ere  
c o n c e rn e d . H e s ta r te d  w ith  so m e 
exam ples o f  E nglish  from  S hakespeare  
a n d  T h o m as Gray, to re m in d  us th a t th e  
b as ic  bu ild ing-b lock  o f o u r language, 
a n d  th e re fo re  o f  o u r  verse, is th e  stress- 
p a tte rn  in  w ords: in  w ords o f m o re  th a n  
o n e  sy llab le , o n e  o r  m o re  o f  th e  
sy llab les w ou ld  b e  s tressed  w h ils t o th e rs  
w ou ld  no t, eg "The CURfew TOLLs th e  
KNELL o f PARTing DAY”. H e  th e n  
(incred ib ly ) sang  an d  ac ted  th e  D uke o f 
Plaza-Tbro’s p a tte r  song  from  G ilbert 
a n d  S u lliv a n 's  T he Gondoliers 
(u n a c c o m p a n ie d  b u t  su p e rb ly )  to  
d e m o n s tra te  how  th e  s tress  p a tte rn s  o f 
"T hat ce leb ra ted , u n d e rra te d  nob lem an" 
m a tch e d  th e  m u sic  in  a n  am u sin g  an d  
n ec essa ry  w ay.

B ut w h a t h a p p e n e d  w h e n  th e  
language d id  n o t have an y  g iven  p a tte rn  
o f  s tre s s  w ith in  w ords, w h e n  all 
sy llab les h a d  equa l w eight, as w as th e  
case  in  F re n ch ?  O ne th in g  th a t  
h a p p e n e d  w as th a t foreign le a rn e rs  o f 
F rench, in c lu d in g  A nglophiles, found  it 
very  h a rd  to have  to do w ith o u t th e  
b as ic  b u ild in g  b lo c k  o f  th e ir  ow n  
language. A F ren ch  w ord or ph rase  w as 
a s tring  o f  equally -w eighted  syllables, 
w ith  on ly  th e  sligh test stress, an d  pause, 
on  th e  la s t syllable o f th e  string . This 
w as one o f th e  m o st im p o rta n t th in g s to 
re m e m b e r w h e n  speak ing  F rench , if  
one h o p ed  to b e  u n d ersto o d  a t all.

T he Gallic ea r w as as o ffended  b y  
u n w an te d  s tress as th e  E nglish  p erso n 's  
w as if  a  na tive  F ren ch  sp eak er tr ie d  to 
leav e  o u t th e  s tre s s  p a t te rn s  w h e n  
speak ing  English! T h e  n a tu re  o f  th e  
F re n ch  language m e a n t th a t  F re n ch  
v erse  w as n o t c h a rac te r ize d  b y  th e  
n u m b e r  o f 'fee t' b u t b y  the  n u m b e r  o f 
sy llab le s  in  a  lin e . T h e  p o in t w as 
illu stra ted  b y  show ing  a few  lin e s  from  
R acine 's Androm aque. T h e  rh y th m ic  
in te re s t  o f  F re n c h  v e rse  w as 
m a in ta in ed , in  th e  tw elve-syllable lin e s  
o f F rench  tragedy, b y  v ary ing  th e  le n g th



o f sy llab le -s trin g s  w ith in  th e  lines , 
w h ereas  S hakespeare m ade  su re  th a t 
n o t all h is  p e n ta m e te rs  s la v ish ly  
follow ed th e  p a tte rn  o f “tee -tu m  - tee- 
tu m  - tee -tu m  - tee -tu m  - tee-tum : e.g. 
“F riends, Rom ans, co u n try m en , LEND 
m e y o u r ears".

P hilip  R obinson th en , again  w ith o u t 
a c co m p an im en t (or h e lp  from  m em b ers  
o f th e  au d ien ce  w ho d id n ’t  know  it) 
p e rfo rm ed  a com ic donkey  song “M on  
Ane" b y  P ierre D upon t from  1848-51 to

d em o n stra te  how  th e  m usica l s tress 
could  fall an y w h ere  in  a F rench  lin e  of 
verse. Tb en d  th e  evening, som e o f the  
au d ien ce  le a rn e d  th a t “For he's a jolly 
good fellow ” is rea lly  a very  an c ie n t 
F re n ch  tu n e  as th e y  (eagerly ) sang  
along to several verses o f “M albrouck 
s ’en va-t-en guerre" an d  en thusiastica lly  
ap p lau d ed  th e  co m m an d  to “Go forth  
an d  u t te r  y o u r  s tr in g s  o f  F re n c h  
sy llab les, le av in g  y o u r  s tre s s  a t 
hom e"(!).

C hateau  de M alm aison  se t in  th e  g rounds o f th e  Bois-Preau 10 m iles w est of 
Paris w as th e  h o m e o f  th e  E m press Jo seph ine . B etw een 1800-1804 N apoleon  
w ould  v isit a t w eekends, th o u g h  h is  p resen ce  w ould 
h ard ly  m ake th e  p a rty  go w ith  a bang . O nly  tw en ty  
m in u te s  w as all th e  tim e allow ed for m eals, an d  w h en  
called  u p o n  to sing, h e  alw ays gave a ren d itio n  of 
"M albrouck s ’e n  va-t’en  guerre" (M albrouck Goes to 
W ar), o u t o f  tu n e . A n odd  choice , w h e n  you  
r e m e m b e r  th a t  it w as M albrouck , th e  D uke o f 
M arlborough, w ho had  b e a te n  th e  F ren ch  arm ies  a 
h u n d re d  y ears  earlier.
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At a ro u n d  450 ou r m em b ersh ip  is abou t th e  sam e as it w as th is  tim e la s t y ea r 
a n d  w e have rec ru ited  a reco rd  19 m em b ers  since th e  spring. We are in d eb ted  
to  those  w ho in tro d u ce  friends an d  also to Tferry S u tton  w ho, as o u r p ress 
co rresp o n d en t, w orks h a rd  to k ee p  D ovorians aw are o f th e  Society. T h u s we 
m an ag e  slow ly to  inc rease  ou r n u m b e rs  y ea r  b y  y ea r  in  sp ite  o f inev itab le  
losses.

O ur n ew  m em b ers  are:- M r R M arkham , M rs L Young, M r S Perkins, M r D
& M rs J  D ow nie, Mrs D H odgson, M r R & M rs J  M arsh, Mrs S Langley, M r M
& M rs J  Bates, M r K & Mrs S M unday, Mrs C D ennison , M r P S herra tt, M rs J
Baldwin, Mrs J  Laws, M r S & M rs C Crowley.

In  th e  Spring I th a n k ed  all raffle helpers. A deline Reidy h as  k in d ly  offered
to organise raffles from  O ctober an d  I feel to ta lly  con fiden t th a t w ith  the
s u p p o r t o f  m e m b e rs  A deline  w ill find  th e  ta sk  sa tisfy in g  a n d  ev e n
e n te rta in in g . , , ■

Sheua Cope, M embership Secretary


