
ordnance such as Queen Elizabeth's 
pocket pistol, would have been locals or 
living locally. During 1661 there was a 
'Gentleman of the Ordnance' with 17 
gunners but by 1674 to 1676 there was 
one master gunner and only four 
gunners 9. In the immediate post­
commonwealth period gunners were 
paid 8d or 6d per day. On a seven-days- 
a-week basis the 8d pay-rate fits in well 
with William and John's remuneration. 
Carpenters of this period would have 
commanded about a shilling (12d) a day 
but could have had considerable 
management responsibilty and been

unable to achieve a high number of 
work-days in the year.

A Dover Castle display associated 
with the impressive Queen Elizabeth's 
pocket pistol states it has a 24 feet long 
barrel and fired a 12-pound ball with 
accuracy up to a distance of one and a 
half miles. The display also records 
'During the Civil War, the gun was used 
by Parliament and surrendered to 
Royalist forces at Lostwithiel, Cornwall, 
in 1644, from where it was returned to 
Dover.' Even by sea this must have been 
a difficult armament to move around 
the country.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE AGAIN
The amount is unchanged (see application form at end of newsletter) and is a 
bargain. Please pay promptly, but after you have considered the alternative of 
paying by standing order - if you do not do so already - because once set up it is 
nearly always a trouble free and convenient method. Just ask me for a form to 
complete and accept my thanks which also go to all those members, nearly half, who 
now pay by standing order.

Because our subscriptions are low we need to raise extra money to help with the 
costs of meetings. Charging an admission fee has been considered and rejected and 
so raffle proceeds can make all the difference between profit and loss at individual 
events. Thanks, therefore, to donors of prizes who often slip them on to the table 
anonymously, and to buyers, sellers and folders of raffle tickets.

Our welcome new members are: Mr J & Mrs S White, Mr W & Mrs A Hamblin, 
Miss N Goodfellow, Mr Y lykhoneriko, Mr A & Mrs L Sencicle, Miss E Reeves.

We send our condolences to the families of members who have died during the 
year: Mrs P Alexander, Mr J Hewitt, Mr H Cleaves, Miss J Pearce, Mrs B Fitch, Mr J 
Chandler, Mr S Shearman, Mr E H Baker, Miss K Goodfellow, Mr W E Greenwood.

Sheila Cope


