
LORDS WARDEN
of the CINQUE PORTS

by Merril Lilley

Once again the post of Lord Warden
of the Cinque Ports is a focus of 

attention locally as Dover prepares for the 
installation of a new warden on 12th 
April.

At our January meeting Terry Sutton, 
called on at short notice when the 
advertised speaker was unable to attend, 
gave a talk on the subject of Lord 
Wardens. Terry wrote an article on the 
subject in December 2002 (see Newsletter 
45) so was able to draw on his material 
from that article which described many of 
the colourful characters who held the post 
from the thirteenth to the seventeenth 
century. Many were of royal blood. Some 
lost their heads - literally - because of the 
job. At least one was murdered. Of these 
early Lords Warden, Tterry wrote, the most 
illustrious was probably Henry, Duke of 
York, appointed by his father in 1493 who 
kept up his association with Dover after 
he became King Henry VIII. He often 
visited the town, arriving in great state at 
the castle. The most famous occasion was 
when he assembled his fleet in Dover 
before sailing to the Field of the Cloth of 
Gold.

The article did not give details of 
wardens after the seventeenth century 
but Tterry gave us a few during his talk. He 
mentioned Lady Hester Stanhope who, 
visiting Walmer with William Pitt, 
designed some of the gardens at the castle 
there. Another anecdote concerned Lord 
Curzon, Viceroy of India. Apparently 
when he was Lord Warden he decided to 
resign the post because he claimed the 
smell from the drains at Walmer was

making his wife ill. It is said that King 
Edward VII travelled secretly to Walmer 
Castle to sniff out the drains and 
afterwards appointed his heir, George, 
Prince of Wales, as the next Warden 

Some of the most famous names of 
those who held the post are William Pitt 
the Younger, the Duke of Wellington, 
Viscount Palmerston, George, Prince of
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Wales, Sir Winston Churchill, Sir Robert 
Menzies and Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, the only 
woman to hold the post.

Apart from the Queen Mother, 
probably the most popular post-holder

was the Duke of Wellington, who was a 
great favourite locally. Newsletter 47 has 
an account of the amazing celebrations 
held in Dover to mark the tenth 
anniversary of his position as Lord 
Warden.

, INSTALLATION 
of LORD WARDEN

The new Lord Warden and Admiral
of the Cinque Ports and Constable of 

Dover Castle is Admiral the Lord Boyce, 
GCB, OBE. Born in 1943, Lord Boyce was 
educated at Hurstpierpoint College and 
the Britannia Royal Naval Collge, 
Dartmouth. He joined the Royal Navy in 
1961 and rose to the position of First Sea 
Lord and Chief of the Naval Staff in 1998. 
He served as Chief of the Defence Staff 
and Aide-de-Camp to H.M. the Queen 
from February 2001. On his retirement in 
2003 he was created a life peer. He will 
be installed in office at a session of the 
Grand Court of Shepway to be held in 
Dover on TUesday, 12th April.

THE OFFICE OF 
LORD WARDEN
The office of Lord Warden was 
established as a channel of 
communication between the King and 
the Cinque Ports, probably in the first 
half of the thirteenth century. The office 
of Constable of Dover Castle had been 
established some two hundred years 
earlier. The Constable already excercised 
a measure of authority, on behalf of the 
King, within the Cinque Ports and it soon 
became apparent that it would greatly 
assist the management of coastal 
defences if the two offices were held by 
the same person.

Admiral the Lord Boyce GCB, OBE

The first man to hold the two posts of 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports and 
Constable of Dover Castle appears to 
have been Bertram de Crioli, appointed 
in May 1236.

Since the fourteenth century, Lords 
Warden have been appointed for life and 
the position was increasingly sought 
after by members of the nobility.


