
THE WESTERN HEIGHTS
A talk by Jon  Iveson, Curator o f Dover M useum

Illustrating his talk with slides, Jon Iveson 
gave us a brief history of the fortifications 
on the Western Heights from the late 
eighteenth century to the present day 

Referring to Crellin's map he pointed 
out the two main areas of the fortifications, 
the Citadel and the Drop Redoubt, linked 
by a series of dry ditches. There were two 
main points of access, the north entrance 
and the gates at the foot of the cliff leading 
to the Grand Shaft, which is the triple 
staircase down to Snargate Street. The 
main thing to rem em ber is that the 
defences pointed landlord. During the 
Napoleonic wars it was thought that the 
enemy would land further along the coast, 
somewhere like Romney Marsh, and then 
attack the Western Heights from the rear 
.He traced the history of the barracks and

the fortifications through the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries to the present day.

The second part of his talk concerned 
the future of the Western Heights. He 
explained that this was complicated by the 
fact that different areas of the Heights had 
different owners, including English 
Heritage, the Home Office, Dover District 
Council, Dover Tbwn Council and private 
owners. All schemes for the Heights were 
influenced by m any factors, such as 
finance, planning and access.

Our speaker went on to say that the 
fortifications on the Heights were very 
im portant and historically interesting 
because it was a multi-period site. In 
addition the site is a nature reserve with an 
amazing variety of wild life, rarely found 
elsewhere.

Crellin's Map of the Fortifications



formed in 2000. 
The volunteers had 
done a great deal in 
clearing areas of 
the site and in

Old view of Roman Dubris

Until recently there was a lack of any 
scholarly approach to the development 
of the Heights and its importance. This 
has now been  provided by RCHME 
(Royal Com m ission for H istoric 
M onuments in England) which is now 
part of English Heritage, and there is 
now a ten-volume description of the
W estern Heights, 
reference has been 
looked at and this 
work forms a 
justification for 
further work. The 
next step is to 
produce a conserva
tion statement which 
will act as a lever for 
future development. 
There was hope that, 
in the future, money 
would be available 
from a European 
i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  
programme

He spoke of the 
valuable work being 
done by the Western 
Heights Preservation 
Society, which was

Every possible 
followed up and

arranging openings 
of the Drop
Redoubt to visitors. 
Even more open
days are planned
for 2005, but, in the 
long run, to cope 
with more visitors, 
the site needs
electricity, water, 
car parking and 
toilets.

Question time 
threw up a query 
about the Citadel, 

currently used as a detention centre for 
failed asylum seekers. The Home Office
looks after the site but its future might
present a worrying problem if this present 
use was discontinued.

Our Chairm an thanked both the 
speakers for providing us with an 
interesting and thought-provoking 
evening on two very different aspects of 
Dover's past and future.

View of a Caponier across the moat



The Western Heights
Preservation Society report from Chris Taft

The Western Heights Preservation Society (WHPS) is once again pleased 
to he able to offer a hrief update on its activities.

OPEN DAYS
The summer months, as has now become 
traditional, provided the opportunity for 
open days organised by, or involving, the 
WHPS. This year saw an even more packed 
timetable than previously. In April the Drop 
Redoubt was opened for an entire weekend, 
as reported in August’s Newsletter, but it 
was again opened for the annual Western 
Heights Open Day on the 27th June. This 
event improved on the previous one and 
was extremely popular, attracting excellent 
numbers and furthering the profile of the 
WHPS. The 2005 Open Day is already being 
planned and is likely to take place on 
Sunday 5th June 2005 although this is to be 
confirmed so do please contact the WHPS or 
visit the website at the address below to 
keep up to date.

On Sunday 12th September, as part of 
the nation wide Heritasge Open Days, the 
Grand Shaft was opened and entrance was 
combined with tours of the Western Heights 
Fortifications. The day proved extremely 
popular and was attended by many visitors 
new to the Western Heights and who went 
away extremely enthusiastic about what 
they had seen.

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTIONS
The work on publicising the Western 
Heights and WHPS continues and further 
developments have been made to the 
Society website, which is an excellent place 
to keep up to date with the group's work and 
see a calendar of forthcoming events. All 
project days and open days are always 
advertised on the site.

The planned Society leaflet is now 
nearing completion and is awaiting approval 
by the committee before being finalised.

PROJECT DAYS
Project days have continued and are now 
beginning to settle on regular sites. The 
focus more recently has returned to the 
North Lines and clearing the overgrowth 
that has built up over the years. The 
beginning of next year will see additional 
work go into preparations for the 2005 
open days. The exact timetable for this is 
yet to be decided but once again 
information can be obtained from the 
WHPS or from the website.

YOUR COMMENTS
The WHPS is always keen to hear from 
people and learn from their opinions. If 
you have any comments on this update or 
the Society generally we would be 
delighted to hear from you at the address 
below or by e-mail to publicity@western- 
heights.org.

We also welcome questions from any 
one wishing to know more about the 
Heights or the WHPS and we will always 
do our best to provide an answer.

MEMBERSHIP
The Western Heights Preservation Society 
is not all about getting your hands dirty 
clearing trees, it is also about supporting 
and moving the Society forwards in 
promoting the Western Heights and help is 
needed at an levels. For more information 
or to join please contact the Hon. Secretary 
at 66 Union Road, Deal Kent CT 14 6AR or 
visit the website, www.dover-western- 
heights.org. Please remember to say where 
you read about the WHPS.

Chris T&ft
Publicity Secretary
publicity@doverwesrernheights.org

mailto:publicity@doverwesrernheights.org

