
The London R oad church was bu ilt by  the  
‘P rim s’ in 1901 to  replace the  Peter S treet 
building. On 31 A ugust 2003, London Road 
M ethodist Church ceased to  ex ist as such, 
bu t began a new life as the  hom e of ‘The 
B eacon C hurch’ u n itin g  th e  m em bers of 
L o ndon  R oad , Tow er H am le ts  an d  th e  
U nited  Reform ed Church in a new venture. 
R iver M ethodist C hurch is still w ith  us. 
A pparen tly  a visiting M ethodist preacher 
spoke to  a sm all crowd outside T ritto n ’s 
bakery  in Com mon Lane in 1834 and when 
th e  R iv e r  W o rk h o u se  c lo sed  in  1836, 
Wesleyans moved in to  the  vacan t building 
(now R iver H ouse in  Valley Road) u n til 
they  were expelled in 1842. We know th a t  
a visiting preacher held services in a co t­
tage n ex t to  the  Royal O ak in 1871. Serv­
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ices were held subsequently  in tw o rooms 
in  a co ttage beh ind  th e  R oyal Oak. The 
chapel in Com mon Lane (now the  church 
hall) w as b u ilt on lan d  d o n a ted  by  Mr 
C hurchw ard of K earsney A bbey and was 
opened in 1876 a t a cost of £162 plus £80 
for th e  ad jo in ing  co ttage. T he ad jo in ing  
Lew isham  R oad site was acquired in 1935 
for a new church, b u t the  w ar intervened, 
The new church finally opened in 1956 and 
was soon followed by new school rooms for 
th e  expanding Sunday School. River M eth­
odists and A nglican friends a t St P e te r’s in 
River enjoy a very  good relationship  and 
in tend  to  p u t it on a m ore form al footing. 
N ationally , th e  A nglican and  M ethod ist 
C hurches are renew ing  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  
unite . I th in k  Wesley would approve.

Dover and the 

118th century Sea Wolves
Zqr /v a n  Cjrefefn

In  the  18th cen tu ry  Dover was the  prem ier 
p o rt for cross channel ships, and th e  centre 
of m uch coastal seaborne traffic , p rinc i­
pally  th e  d is trib u tio n  of goods from  the  
W estern  po rts  of F rance, S pain  and  the  
W estern M editerranean. These m iscellane­
ous goods were im ported  by increasingly 
prosperous Dover m erchants and stored in 
bulk in the  w arehouses beside the  harbour. 
There were tw o shipyards, a small one deal­
ing m ostly  w ith  runn ing  repairs, and the  
m anufactu re of ropes and rigging, and a 
large one producing sea-going ships, espe­
cially th e  fam ous Dover fast and  nim ble 
sloops.
Besides leg itim ate enterprises there  were

o th e rs  o f q u es tio n a b le  legality . One of 
these yards was th e  hom e base of local p r i­
vateers w hich preyed on French and S pan­
ish ships in th e  Channel. Of these, one was 
owned and  o pera ted  by  a D over m ayor, 
John  Bazely. A privateer was distinguished 
from  a p ira te  by operating  under L etters 
of M arque, issued by the  sovereign, bu t this 
was only recognised in England. To o ther 
nations such a ship was only classed as, and 
dealt w ith, as a p irate . O thers, often called 
‘Sea Wolves’ were ju s t pirates, preying p rin ­
cipally in the  A tlan tic  and off the  shores 
of ce n tra l and  so u th  A m erica, m uch  as 
D rake and F robisher had  done a couple of 
centuries earlier. These, for obvious reasons



could not usually  use large naval po rts  like 
London and P ortsm outh . Dover’s diverse 
ac tiv ities form ed a convenien t cover for 
b u ild ing  p ira te  ships and  rep a irin g  and  
provisioning them .

Spanish dom ination. H is activities were of­
ficially frowned upon, b u t to lerated , by the  
B ritish  au thorities. He was a m ost success­
ful p ira te , even cap tu ring  th e  Garao, the  
large Spanish treasure ship, and th is exploit

Speedy capturing Gamo

One such ship, bu ilt and often provisioned 
in Dover, was the  Speedy. A fast and very 
m anoeuvrab le  th ree -m asted  brig  of 158 
tons and carry ing  14 guns, the  largest be­
ing a 14 pounder. She, like others of her 
type, was launched in Dover in June 1781 
a n d  w as th e  v e ry  f i r s t  c o m m a n d  o f 
Cochrane, know n as the  4Sea W olf’. L ater 
in  h is  c a re e r  he b e c a m e  a n  a d m ira l .  
Cochrane was a superb seam an, reckoned 
to  be superior in th is respect to  everyone 
except the  g reat A dm iral Nelson himself. 
He preyed on French and Spanish ships and 
was in stru m en ta l in helping to  free central 
an d  so u th  A m eric an  se ttle m e n ts  from

is shown in the  painting.
N ote th a t  he ram m ed the  Gamo am idships, 
a favourite m anoeuvre of th e  very  early  
Dover Cinque P o rt seam en, a tac tic  only 
possible by  a fine cap ta in , a good crew, and 
a superbly handling ship.
The crews of such ships received no wages, 
bu t were given a share in the  boo ty  cap­
tu red  from  successful raids. M any a local 
inn and small business was financed by such 
adventures. Indeed, it was one of the  very  
few ways in w hich an  o rd inary  sailor could 
ever acquire any cap ita l to  set up in busi­
ness for himself.


