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This year M ethodists have been ce leb ra t­
ing th e  b ir th  of Jo h n  Wesley 300 years ago. 
I t  was on 24 May 1738 th a t  John , already 
ordained in the  A nglican Church, attended  
a m eeting in Aldersgate S treet, London and 
felt his h e a r t strangely  w arm ed. 6I felt I 
did tru s t in Christ, Christ alone for sa lva­
tion  and an  assurance was given to  me th a t  
he had  tak en  away m y sins, even m ine, and 
saved me from  the  law of sin and d ea th .’ 
Shunned by the  established church for his 
views, John  took  to  preaching in the  open 
air and m ade the  world his parish.
He first came to  Dover in 1756 and e s tab ­
lished the  first society here. T preached a t 
noon a t Dover to  a very  serious, b u t small, 
congregation. We afterw ards walked to  the 
Castle on the  top  of a m o un ta in ’ he w rote 
in  his jo u rn a l. H e cam e ag a in  in  1759, 
p reach in g  in  th e  recen tly  fin ished  ‘new  
room ’. In  th e  following year his b ro th er 
Charles preached in Biggin S treet and John  
m ade a n o th e r  v is it co m m en tin g , 4W ho 
would have expected to  find here some of 
the best singers in E ngland!’ He came again 
in  1764 and 1765 w hen he rebuked m em ­
bers of his society who were still busy as 
smugglers! U ntil th en  th e  society had  been 
m eeting in a cooperage in Queen S treet, bu t 
th e n  s ta r te d  m eeting in  L im ekiln  S treet 
where tw o homes had  been knocked into 
one. V isiting again  in  1767 and  1768 he 
w rote, 4M any were obliged to  go away af­
te r the house was filled.’ In  1770 he climbed 
Shakespeare Cliff 4 w ith  some d ifficu lty ’.

There were m ore visits betw een 1771 and 
1788. On his v isit in 1789 (a t the  age of 86) 
he recorded, 4The new house, large as it is, 
was far too sm all, so th a t  m any could no t 
get in ’. This referred  to  new  prem ises in 
E lizabeth  Square in  the  P ier D istrict. 
T h roughou t his life Wesley resisted calls to  
set up a separa te  M ethodist Church and 
expected his followers to  a tten d  services a t 
th e ir  parish  church. M ethodist m eetings 
w ere h e ld  a t  d if fe re n t tim e s  to  av o id  
clashes, b u t, following his d ea th  in 1791, 
his follow ers es tab lish ed  th e  M eth o d is t 
Church. Locally, a preaching place was es­
tablished a t B uckland in 1806 and in 1810 
a W esleyan Chapel w as bu ilt a t  L ondon 
R oad (now Cairns the  chem ist). In  1823 St 
John ’s Chapel was bu ilt in  Middle Row in 
the  P ier D istric t by  a sp lin ter group. The 
E lizabeth  Square chapel proved to  be too 
sm all and in 1834 a new chapel was bu ilt
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in Snargate S treet n ex t to  the  G rand Shaft 
s ta ircase en trance . A no ther large chapel 
was bu ilt on th e  terrace in London Road. 
I t  provided the  first day school in Buck- 
land. The im posing building is still there, 
b u t no longer a church and is now called 
the  K ing’s H all. In  1850, S teriker F innis, 
th e  bu ilder o f Tower H am lets , gave th e  
W esleyans a site for a chapel, which closed

tive M ethodists - because th ey  felt th a t  the 
original sp irit of M ethodism  was being lost 
by the  Wesleyans. I t  was no t un til 1932 th a t 
they  were all reunited  in to  the  M ethodist 
Church we know today.
T he Prim itive M ethodists did no t appear 
in Dover un til 1848. T hey established small 
preaching places. One was in  R ound Tower 
Lane in the  P ier D istric t and ano ther was

River Methodist Church

for worship on 31 A ugust 2003. A t the  be­
ginning of th e  20th  century, the  Wesleyans 
needed a church  in th e  tow n cen tre and 
bu ilt Wesley H all in the  Folkestone Road 
in 1910. I t  was destroyed during the  F irs t 
World W ar b u t was rebu ilt and dam aged 
aga in  du rin g  th e  Second W orld War. I t  
closed in the  1981 and is now the  Menzies 
H all, p a r t  of Dover College.
W ith in  30 years of Wesley’s dea th  m any 
of his followers had  form ed separate  M eth­
odist Churches - the  M ethodist New Con­
nexion, the  Bible Christians and th e  Prim i-

in a cowshed loft a t B rook S treet. There 
was a chapel in  S trond  L ane in th e  P ier 
D istric t by 1858. Yet ano ther chapel was 
bu ilt in Peter S treet in 1860 and th is was 
followed by ano ther in R ound Tower S treet 
in 1874, w hich had  to  m ake w ay for the  
railw ay in 1879. Com pensation m oney ena­
bled Belgrave R oad chapel to  be b u ilt in 
1882. Yet a n o th e r  P rim itiv e  chapel was 
bu ilt, th e  M axton  T abernacle. Since th e  
Second W orld War, th e  S nargate  S treet, 
Belgrave R oad and M axton chapels have 
closed.



The London R oad church was bu ilt by  the  
‘P rim s’ in 1901 to  replace the  Peter S treet 
building. On 31 A ugust 2003, London Road 
M ethodist Church ceased to  ex ist as such, 
bu t began a new life as the  hom e of ‘The 
B eacon C hurch’ u n itin g  th e  m em bers of 
L o ndon  R oad , Tow er H am le ts  an d  th e  
U nited  Reform ed Church in a new venture. 
R iver M ethodist C hurch is still w ith  us. 
A pparen tly  a visiting M ethodist preacher 
spoke to  a sm all crowd outside T ritto n ’s 
bakery  in Com mon Lane in 1834 and when 
th e  R iv e r  W o rk h o u se  c lo sed  in  1836, 
Wesleyans moved in to  the  vacan t building 
(now R iver H ouse in  Valley Road) u n til 
they  were expelled in 1842. We know th a t  
a visiting preacher held services in a co t­
tage n ex t to  the  Royal O ak in 1871. Serv­
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ices were held subsequently  in tw o rooms 
in  a co ttage beh ind  th e  R oyal Oak. The 
chapel in Com mon Lane (now the  church 
hall) w as b u ilt on lan d  d o n a ted  by  Mr 
C hurchw ard of K earsney A bbey and was 
opened in 1876 a t a cost of £162 plus £80 
for th e  ad jo in ing  co ttage. T he ad jo in ing  
Lew isham  R oad site was acquired in 1935 
for a new church, b u t the  w ar intervened, 
The new church finally opened in 1956 and 
was soon followed by new school rooms for 
th e  expanding Sunday School. River M eth­
odists and A nglican friends a t St P e te r’s in 
River enjoy a very  good relationship  and 
in tend  to  p u t it on a m ore form al footing. 
N ationally , th e  A nglican and  M ethod ist 
C hurches are renew ing  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  
unite . I th in k  Wesley would approve.

Dover and the 

118th century Sea Wolves
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In  the  18th cen tu ry  Dover was the  prem ier 
p o rt for cross channel ships, and th e  centre 
of m uch coastal seaborne traffic , p rinc i­
pally  th e  d is trib u tio n  of goods from  the  
W estern  po rts  of F rance, S pain  and  the  
W estern M editerranean. These m iscellane­
ous goods were im ported  by increasingly 
prosperous Dover m erchants and stored in 
bulk in the  w arehouses beside the  harbour. 
There were tw o shipyards, a small one deal­
ing m ostly  w ith  runn ing  repairs, and the  
m anufactu re of ropes and rigging, and a 
large one producing sea-going ships, espe­
cially th e  fam ous Dover fast and  nim ble 
sloops.
Besides leg itim ate enterprises there  were

o th e rs  o f q u es tio n a b le  legality . One of 
these yards was th e  hom e base of local p r i­
vateers w hich preyed on French and S pan­
ish ships in th e  Channel. Of these, one was 
owned and  o pera ted  by  a D over m ayor, 
John  Bazely. A privateer was distinguished 
from  a p ira te  by operating  under L etters 
of M arque, issued by the  sovereign, bu t this 
was only recognised in England. To o ther 
nations such a ship was only classed as, and 
dealt w ith, as a p irate . O thers, often called 
‘Sea Wolves’ were ju s t pirates, preying p rin ­
cipally in the  A tlan tic  and off the  shores 
of ce n tra l and  so u th  A m erica, m uch  as 
D rake and F robisher had  done a couple of 
centuries earlier. These, for obvious reasons


