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Those of us of a certain  age clearly rem em ­
ber V i’s and V 2’s although , fortunately, we 
did no t have to  suffer the  V 2’s in Dover - 
only the  shells, bom bs and a few doodle­
bugs th a t  w ent as tray  on th e ir w ay inland. 
B u t, even those in the  prim e of life, have 
heard  of the  G erm an ‘te rro r’ w eapons and 
so it was w ith  g rea t in te rest th a t  on the

tons of concrete topped  by solid concrete 
dome 42 m etres above, 72 m etres in d iam ­
e te r  a n d  5 .5m  th ic k .  R a ilw a y  t r u c k s  
b ro u g h t th e  m a te ria ls  s tra ig h t in to  th e  
workshops and deportees from  concentra­
tio n  cam ps, under SS guards, w orked to  
com plete  th e  ro ck e ts . W hen  th e y  w ere 
ready, they  were tru n d led  ou t on a railw ay
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13th S ep tem ber, th i r ty  m em bers o f th e  
Dover Society w ent to  France for the  day 
to  v isit La Coupole.
This w as b u ilt by  th e  G erm ans inside a 
chalk hill ad jacen t to  a q u a rry  so th a t  the 
rockets could be assembled in w orkshops 
bu ilt inside th e  hill, p ro tec ted  by 55,000

into  the  q u arry  and th en  fired, the  ta rg e t 
being London. The original in ten tion  was 
to  fire every hour th roughou t day and night 
b u t  fo r tu n a te ly  th is  ta rg e t  w as never 
reached. N ot only were the  operations u n ­
der c o n s ta n t bom bing  by th e  R A F  b u t 
there were also difficulties and failures in
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forms, b u t in  recent years the  site has been 
developed in to  a very  in teresting  m useum . 
You w alk in to  one of the  tunnels, pas t a 
G erm an W W II tan k , w hich still looks im ­
pressive and  w orry ing . T here  are m an y  
room s and  co rrido rs  h acked  o u t o f th e  
chalk for storage and w orking spaces, read ­
ing th e  inform ative signs as you approach  
the  centre before tak ing  an  au tom atic  lift

m ans developed rocketry. I t  is ironic th a t  
after the  w ar th e  chief developers, inc lud­
ing W erner von B raun , were taken  by the  
Americans to  continue the  building of rock­
ets w hich resulted  in the  trip  to  the  Moon, 
satellites and the  Space Age.
As usual, our tr ip  had  been well organised 
by Joan  L iggett b u t as so often happens, 
she had  a very  w orrying tim e. All the  a r ­

the  launching of the  rockets. N evertheless, 
th e re  w ere enough  fired  to  cause m uch  
dam age in the  capital and as there was then  
no w ay to  fire them  accurately, it was sheer 
luck w here th ey  landed.
W hen the  site was cap tu red  in 1944, one 
of the  first actions taken  by  th e  Allies was 
to  d y n am ite  th e  ra ilw ay  lines and  p la t-

up to  th e  top  of tw o exhib ition  floors. H ere 
there are w orking models of the  site as it 
was w hen it was in action, m any sta tic  ex ­
h ibitions covering m any aspects of the  w ar 
as well as different rockets to  show you the  
developm ent. There are also tw o cinemas 
which continuously show films ab o u t the  
period and  Peenem unde, w here th e  Ger-

World War I I  Tank
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rangem ents had  been m ade m any  m onths 
ago w ith  La Coupole who also arranged  a 
res ta u ran t for us, sending us a m enu for our 
choices, b u t 48 hours before our trip , Joan  
was advised ‘Sorry, th e  re s ta u ra n t is full 
and can’t  take you, you’ll have to  go else­
w here.’ T hey  did give her an  address in

was a ty p ica l F rench  village re s ta u ra n t, 
very clean and com fortable, obviously used 
by th e  locals as well - always a good sign - 
w ith  th e  no t uncom m on (in France) u n i­
sex toilets. O ur coach, from  Gilles, was also 
very  com fortable and  th e  driver sy m p a­
the tic  and helpful - tak ing  the  ‘scenic’ route
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La Coupole Restaurant

W izernes, a nearby village, bu t all Jo an ’s 
c a re fu lly  la id  p la n s  fo r th e  m eal w ere 
w asted. However, on arrival a t the  res ta u ­
r a n t ,  s tra n g e ly  en o u g h , also ca lled  La 
Coupole, we were w arm ly  welcom ed and 
served a very  good th ree  course m eal w ith  
in tro d u c to ry  aperitif, w ine and  coffee. I t

on the  way there  so we could all see som e­
th ing  of the  countryside.
Before we caugh t our P  & 0  ferry  back  a 
short visit was m ade to  Cite E urope where 
m any  of us m ade good use of th e  local 
Tesco and Carrefour shops.


