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gale N urse in the  Crimea.
B ack a t th e  church the  roles of th e  church­
w arden and  his s ta ff  were explained, in ­
c lud ing  pok ing  an y b o d y  w ho dozed off 
during the  service! In  th e  ves try  we m et 
the  ra t  catcher who rela ted  some d isgust­
ing details abou t his work, including a nice 
little  earner - r a t  soup, w hich was a ‘cure 
all’ and cost Id  per p in t. Fortunately , we 
were no t asked to  buy any!
Lunch in the  Red Lion concluded a very

entertain ing  and in teresting  morning. I can 
thoroughly  recom m end it.
One final though t. I f  the  village of St P e­
te r ’s can involve 100 volunteers in such a 
venture, w h at could and should Dover do 
w ith  so m any more people to  call upon and 
so m uch heritage to  offer. A nother p roject 
for The Dover Society, I th ink . Come on 
somebody, vo lun teer to  get it sta rted . The 
term s are generous - no pay, b u t lots of s a t­
isfied custom ers appreciating  Dover’s pas t 
and present glory.

Visit to the H ouses o f  P a r lia m en t a n d  
S o m erse t  H ouse - 14™ A u gu st 2003

rG pot'tqd  fldeflm e} ffe ic fy

The Coach left Dover a t 8.20 sharp  for the 
journey  to  London w ith  an  arranged  visit 
to  The Houses of P arliam en t, or for the  
correct title  ‘The New Palace of W estm in­
ster’. The driver was able to  m ake good tim e 
and our to u r guide was w aiting  for us. We 
w ent in th rough  the  ‘Royal E n tran ce’ and 
after the  usual security  check were placed 
in tw o groups of 15.
O ur to u r guide was a happy  ch irpy  chap 
called Jeff, who knew  all abou t Dover as 
he had  been stationed the re  w ith  th e  J u n ­
ior Leaders. H e m arried  a girl from  Dover 
whose fam ily still live in the  town.
The to u r com menced, th ro u g h  the  Queens 
Robing room , followed by the  Royal G al­
lery, P rinces C ham ber, H ouse of L ords, 
Peers Lobby, C en tra l Lobby, Com m ons 
Lobby, House of Commons, St. S tephens 
H all, and W estm inster H all.
For m ore th a n  seven hundred  years W est­
m inster has been a cradle of democracy, as 
P arliam en t has developed from  its early  
role as the  K ing’s Council in to  a fully  rep ­

resentative body, which votes on m easures 
and calls the  G overnm ent to  account. The 
advent of television coverage allows peo­
ple to  see th is process in action in the  cham ­
bers of the  tw o Houses and in the ir vari­
ous com m ittees. This w onderful building 
com bines th e  historic site of the  old royal 
palace w ith  th e  good p lan n in g  and  fine 
craftsm anship  of the  m id n ine teen th  cen­
tury. I t  was b u ilt to  display th e  h isto ry  of 
the  nation , b u t it now has to  cope w ith  the  
every-increasing dem ands of a busy P a r­
liam ent. W hile it lacks the  full num ber of 
offices th a t  are needed, th e  quality  of its 
arch itectu re and sense of h isto ry  ensures 
the  need to  preserve and enhance it. I would 
urge everyone who has never been, to  do 
so, and m arvel a t the  ex terna l and in te r­
n a l w o n d ers  c re a te d  b y  th e  a rc h ite c ts  
Barry, Pugin  and the ir successors. E leven 
hundred  room s, 3 miles of passageways on 
an  8 acre site gives you some idea of the 
size of the  building. Justice cannot be done 
to  th is m agnificent s truc tu re  w ith  its su­



perb detailed decoration and p as t h isto ry  
in such a sho rt article , b u t as we passed 
th r o u g h  th e  v a r io u s  ro o m s o u r gu ide  
b rough t hum our in to  his tales w ith  snip­
pets of inform ation. In  the  H ouse of Com­
m ons th e re  is a ca rp e t w ith  a red stripe 
around it. In  days gone by w hen m em bers 
were debating  th ey  would cross the  floor 
and strike the  offending fellow. T h a t was 
no t acceptable behaviour so a w id th  of 2 
sword lengths plus 1 inch was introduced

so m em bers were k ep t ap a rt. In  m odern  
tim es the  carpet w ith  the  red strip  is the  
barrier no t to  cross the  floor, hence th e  say­
ing 4toe the  line’.

Behind the  speakers chair is a very  large 
green felt bag. Before technology arrived, 
constituencies who wished to  have a ques­
tion  raised in th e  house by the ir M.P. would 
have it delivered to  the  House. I t  w ould be 
th en  placed in th is bag to  be read out by 
the nom inated person, this m ethod has long 
gone, b u t the  saying 4in th e  bag’ came from  
th is procedure. In  the  Royal G allery our 
guide stopped  to  te ll us ab o u t tw o very  
im p o rtan t paintings. The B attle  of T rafal­
gar and The D eath  of Nelson. Speaking of 
the  la tte r  he described the  role of wom en 
on b o ard , who lived w ith  vario u s crew  
mem bers. In  the  course of tim e th ey  w ould 
become p regnan t and w ith  no private q u ar­
ters of the ir own, the  m ain  deck was the ir 
delivery room. The other wom en would use 
blankets to  m ake a shield tied  to  the  guns 
on deck. The baby  would be born  and an ­
other well-known saying came abou t 4he’s 
a son of a gun’
The G reat H all now called, W estm inster 

H all has a quiet em ptiness com pared w ith  
its previous use for coronation  banquets, 
the  last being George IV. I t  is now used for 
great p arliam en tary  and royal ceremonies, 
th e  la s t one being th e  Lying in  S ta te  of 
Queen E lizabeth  the  Queen Mother. H ere 
h isto ry  m ust stand  still un til our nex t visit. 
Our to u r ended and we were ou t in to  the  
hustle and bustle of London life. M embers 
took off to  the ir various venues or to  stroll 
and soak up the  w onderful w eather along 
the  em bankm ent. A short w alk over W a­
terloo Bridge took  us to  Som erset House 
to  see The G ilbert Collection, a fabulous 
E xh ib ition  of g rea t craftsm anship  in E ng ­
lish silver, m osaics, gold boxes, p o r tra i t  
m iniatures, a r t  enam el and fu rn itu re , The 
collection was form ed over four decades by 
Sir A rth u r G ilbert, a Londoner who moved



to  California in 1949 and m ade th is extraor- w orld fam ous a r t  collection of the  Cour- 
d inary  gift to  the  nation  in 1996. He wished tau ld  In s titu te  Gallery, the  G ilbert Collec- 
to  give it to  the  coun try  of his b irth . W ith  tion  and the  H erm itage Rooms. There is 
th e  assis tan ce  o f th e  H erita g e  L o tte ry  an  ongoing  p ro g ra m m e of e x h ib itio n s , 
F und  th is p reem inent collection is beauti- w o rk sh o p s  a n d  se m in a rs  on  c h a n g in g

fully housed in over 17 galleries and is a 
perfect se tting  for the  N ation’s treasures. I 
do recom m end you visit w hen possible. 
Som erset House, bu ilt in 1547 and rebuilt 
in 1775 by Sir W illiam Cham bers for George 
I I I .  The building is now fully open to  the  
public for a r t  and cu ltu ral exhibitions, af­
te r extensive renovations. This m agnificent 
building is the  insp ira tional se tting  for the

them es. T he C o u rty a rd  and  E d m o n d  J  
Safra D ancing F oun tain  C ourt are a t the  
centre of Som erset H ouse and provide a 
venue for open-air events.
Our tim e was now over and the  coach de­
p arted  a t 4.45 pm . A steady drive b rough t 
us hom e to Dover by 6.45 pm  and our fare­
wells w ere said. O ur th a n k s  to  Jo an  for 
ano ther splendid day out.


