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On 10 Ju ly  nineteen m em bers v isited St. 
P eter’s B roadstairs to  take advantage of a 
guided w alk  around  th is  anc ien t village, 
w hich still re ta in s its village atm osphere 
despite being today  a ‘suburb’ of B road ­
stairs. These walks date from  1994 w hen a 
guided to u r of the  parish  church was a r­
ranged. This sm all beginning led to  a to u r 
of th e  village being organised for E aster 
1995 incorporating  costum ed characters 
who were m et en route. I t  was ru n  for sev­
eral weeks w ith  over 1000 visitors before 
the  end of the  season. Now there are over 
10,000. Over 100 volunteers are involved 
w ith  up to  40 per m orning. The tou rs are 
available on T hursday  m ornings from  May 
to  Septem ber -free of charge!
Our tou r sta rted  in the  large parish church, 
founded by Benedictine m onks in 1070 and 
sum ptuously refurbished in ternally  in Vic­
to rian  tim es. The m onks of M inster A b­
bey used to  visit the  churches of St John, 
M argate, St Lawrence, R am sgate and St 
P e te r’s. T heir anc ien t fo o tp a th  betw een 
the  churches can still be walked. D uring 
the Napoleonic Wars the  church tow er was 
used as a signalling post m anned by Royal 
N avy  personnel. As a consequence th e  
church is one of only tw o in the  coun try  
still en titled  to  fly the  w hite ensign. In  one 
p a r t of the  church is the  Children’s Cor­
ner, refurbished in the  1960s in m em ory 
o f A n n e tte  M ills o f ‘M uffin  th e  M ule’ 
fame. A nnette  lived close to  the  church. 
This same church corner was the  m eeting 
place of the  Lovejoy School set up for 24 
children in 1694. E dw ard H ea th  learned 
to  p lay  the  organ here. The churchyard  is 
possibly the  longest in the  country.

A fter leaving th e  church we cam e across 
John  Wesley on the  village green, w hich 
was a farm yard  un til 1970. Before dism iss­
ing us w ith  a blessing Wesley to ld  us how
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he preached in the  village in 1788, aged 85. 
O verlooking th e  green is a D u tch  sty le  
farm house dating  from  1682. The farm  was 
owned by the  M ockett fam ily who played 
a lead ing  p a r t  in v illage life from  1657. 
Close by lived W alter S ickhart (from 1934 
to  48), the  father of m odern B ritish  im pres­
sionism and th o u g h t by some to  be Jack  
the  Ripper!
The village constable, dressed in his 1850 
un ifom , saw us safe ly  across th e  ro ad , 
pointing  ou t the  stocks which are still le­
gal afte r 600 years. Perhaps th ey  should 
be used for to d a y ’s litte r  and lager louts! 
Passing by the  form er village school, which 
E dw ard H ea th  attended , we arrived a t the 
(former) workhouse and m et the  m anager 
and his wife who to ld  us the  h isto ry  of the 
ra th e r grand  building and the  living con­
ditions of its form er residents. An inm ate 
tried  to  bo ther us, b u t was quickly chased 
away. T he b u ild ing  w as co n v erted  in to  
N uckell’s A lm shouses afte r the  residents 
were transferred  to  the  new U nion W ork­
house a t M inster in 1834. W alking on we 
came to  The Coves, built in 1769, and heard 
abou t its connection w ith  smugglers and 
the  m aze of sm ugglers’ tunnels under the  
village.
N ext we were accosted by a lovely French 
lady, b u t we were w arned  th a t  she was 
p robably  a French spy! We arrived a t the  
site of the  R anelagh P leasure G ardens, a l­
though  only F lin t Cottage, the  S tew ard’s 
Cottage and the  Assembly Room s rem ain. 
T he ow ner o f th e  gard en s to ld  us how 
popular the  gardens were - a copy of the 
Y auxhall G ardens in  L ondon - w ith  th e  
sum m er visitors. The 2.5 acres opened in 
1818 w ith  up to  1600 visitors per day p ay ­
ing 2s 6d entrance. Jugglers, ventriloquists, 
singers, actors and bands en terta ined  u n ­

til  sunse t. M argate  soon did  som eth ing  
sim ilar and took m ost of the  trade  away 
and the  gardens closed in 1852.
We m oved on along th e  anc ien t m o n k ’s 
track , encountering  a 10 ce n tu ry  abbess 
from  M inster, before entering  a lovely g ar­
den where refreshm ents were gratefully  re­
ceived on a ho t day. By some w orkers’ co t­
tages we m et a smuggler who had  a num ber
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of tales to  tell and a t the  Red Lion pub we 
saw a V ictorian  doctor and nurses. T hey  
to ld  us a b o u t th e  sm allpox o u tb rea k  of 
1867 w hen the  pub  becam e a tem p o rary  
hosp ital and th e  beer cellar becam e a m or­
tuary. A local girl had  become a N igh tin ­
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gale N urse in the  Crimea.
B ack a t th e  church the  roles of th e  church­
w arden and  his s ta ff  were explained, in ­
c lud ing  pok ing  an y b o d y  w ho dozed off 
during the  service! In  th e  ves try  we m et 
the  ra t  catcher who rela ted  some d isgust­
ing details abou t his work, including a nice 
little  earner - r a t  soup, w hich was a ‘cure 
all’ and cost Id  per p in t. Fortunately , we 
were no t asked to  buy any!
Lunch in the  Red Lion concluded a very

entertain ing  and in teresting  morning. I can 
thoroughly  recom m end it.
One final though t. I f  the  village of St P e­
te r ’s can involve 100 volunteers in such a 
venture, w h at could and should Dover do 
w ith  so m any more people to  call upon and 
so m uch heritage to  offer. A nother p roject 
for The Dover Society, I th ink . Come on 
somebody, vo lun teer to  get it sta rted . The 
term s are generous - no pay, b u t lots of s a t­
isfied custom ers appreciating  Dover’s pas t 
and present glory.

Visit to the H ouses o f  P a r lia m en t a n d  
S o m erse t  H ouse - 14™ A u gu st 2003
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The Coach left Dover a t 8.20 sharp  for the 
journey  to  London w ith  an  arranged  visit 
to  The Houses of P arliam en t, or for the  
correct title  ‘The New Palace of W estm in­
ster’. The driver was able to  m ake good tim e 
and our to u r guide was w aiting  for us. We 
w ent in th rough  the  ‘Royal E n tran ce’ and 
after the  usual security  check were placed 
in tw o groups of 15.
O ur to u r guide was a happy  ch irpy  chap 
called Jeff, who knew  all abou t Dover as 
he had  been stationed the re  w ith  th e  J u n ­
ior Leaders. H e m arried  a girl from  Dover 
whose fam ily still live in the  town.
The to u r com menced, th ro u g h  the  Queens 
Robing room , followed by the  Royal G al­
lery, P rinces C ham ber, H ouse of L ords, 
Peers Lobby, C en tra l Lobby, Com m ons 
Lobby, House of Commons, St. S tephens 
H all, and W estm inster H all.
For m ore th a n  seven hundred  years W est­
m inster has been a cradle of democracy, as 
P arliam en t has developed from  its early  
role as the  K ing’s Council in to  a fully  rep ­

resentative body, which votes on m easures 
and calls the  G overnm ent to  account. The 
advent of television coverage allows peo­
ple to  see th is process in action in the  cham ­
bers of the  tw o Houses and in the ir vari­
ous com m ittees. This w onderful building 
com bines th e  historic site of the  old royal 
palace w ith  th e  good p lan n in g  and  fine 
craftsm anship  of the  m id n ine teen th  cen­
tury. I t  was b u ilt to  display th e  h isto ry  of 
the  nation , b u t it now has to  cope w ith  the  
every-increasing dem ands of a busy P a r­
liam ent. W hile it lacks the  full num ber of 
offices th a t  are needed, th e  quality  of its 
arch itectu re and sense of h isto ry  ensures 
the  need to  preserve and enhance it. I would 
urge everyone who has never been, to  do 
so, and m arvel a t the  ex terna l and in te r­
n a l w o n d ers  c re a te d  b y  th e  a rc h ite c ts  
Barry, Pugin  and the ir successors. E leven 
hundred  room s, 3 miles of passageways on 
an  8 acre site gives you some idea of the 
size of the  building. Justice cannot be done 
to  th is m agnificent s truc tu re  w ith  its su­


