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A Talk by  M ich ael H in ton
r<3porte;d Zqr Tetrzy Su tton

T H E  life  o f Jo s e p h in e  B u t le r  (1828- 
1906), th e  V ic to rian  social reform er, was 
th e  s u b je c t o f a m o s t in te re s tin g  an d  
d e ta iled  ta lk  by  th e  R everend  M ichael 
H in to n  to  fellow m em bers of T he D over 
S ocie ty  on O ctober 20 th .
M ichael to ld  us ab o u t Jo se p h in e ’s m in ­
is try  am ong p ro s titu te s  a t  a tim e w hen  
th e  a t t i tu d e  to  th e m  was th a t  th e y  w ere 
d e p lo ra b le  s in n e rs  b u t  J o se p h in e  saw  
th e m , for th e  m ost p a r t ,  as v ic tim s. A t 
th e  tim e  th e re  w as a la rg e  su rp lu s  o f 
w om en over m en in  V ic to rian  E n g la n d  
an d  she rea lised  t h a t  few w om en  w ere 
equ ipped  to  m ake th e ir  liv ing in  a m ore 
re p u ta b le  way. She an d  her h u sb a n d  of­
te n  rescued  w om en from  th e  s tree ts  and  
to o k  th e m  in to  th e ir  own hom e. W hen 
num bers increased  th e y  founded  several 
rescue e s tab lish m en ts .
Jo sep h in e  w as in  th e  fo re fro n t o f th e  

cam p aig n  to  rep ea l th e  C on tag ious D is­
eases A cts, w h ich  w ere b ro u g h t in  by  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t to  t r y  to  red u ce  th e  v a s t 
n um bers of sold iers an d  sailors who co n ­
t r a c te d  v en e rea l d iseases because  th e y  
fre q u en te d  p ro s titu te s .
A t th e  tim e  th e  A cts w ere passed  th e re  
w ere som e 4,000 tro o p s  in  D over as well 
as m an y  sailo rs. 4To ca te r  for th e m  th e

area  so u th  o f S n a rg a te  S tre e t w as fu ll 
o f beer houses an d  m usic halls , an d  it 
w as th e re  t h a t  p r o s t i tu te s  p lie d  th e ir  
t r a d e ,’ said  M ichael.
Jo seph ine, on a to u r  o f g a rriso n  tow ns, 
gave ta lk s  a t  D o v e r’s W e llin g to n  H a ll 
a g a in s t th e  C o n tag io u s D iseases A cts , 
u n d er w hich an y  w om an  w as liable to  be 
p icked  up and  checked for VD. In  doing 
th is  she was fly ing in  th e  face o f c o n tem ­
p o ra ry  a t ti tu d e s  and  she w as la m b as ted  
by th e  D over E xpress!
A t one stage in  1870 th e re  w as a d is tu r ­
bance in  S ta r  S tre e t, over th e  h irin g  of a 
h ouse  for th e  m ed ica l e x a m in a tio n  o f 
suspected  p ro s titu te s . N eighbours ra ised  
a p e titio n  ag a in s t th is . T he con trovers ia l 
ac ts  w ere f in a lly  repea led  in  1886, a f te r  
Jo se p h in e ’s 16 years of strugg le .
She also cam p a ig n ed  for th e  ra is in g  of 
th e  age of consen t for girls, w hich  a t  th a t  
tim e s tood  a t 12 an d  it w as ev e n tu a lly  
ra ised  to  16.
“ Jo  sep h in e  ta u g h t  t h a t  th e  se x u a l re ­
s t r a i n t s  e x p e c te d  o f  d e c e n t  w o m e n  
shou ld  also be ex p ected  of decen t m en. 
T he m o dern  fem in ist a t t i tu d e  ap p e ars  to  
be t h a t  w om en  sh o u ld  im ita te  m en  in  
p ro m is c u ity ,” co m m e n te d  M ich ae l, in  
conclusion .


