
tion  grew vigorously, hiding the tom bstones 
and providing a rom antic  aspect. In  Au­
gust we s ta rted  mowing the  grass w ith  p e t­
ro l s tr im m e rs  a n d  g ra s s  h o o k s . P a u l 
H adaw ay  used th e  WCCP m ower w hich 
was a very  great help and we should have 
the  whole of the  hay m eadow area cleared 
by the  tim e th is article goes to  press. We 
will th en  tu rn  our a tten tio n  to  the  rem ain­
ing th ree  p lo ts to  clear th e  undergrow th  
th a t  has grown during the  year. We shall 
also reduce th e  am ount of shade from  the 
trees by p ru n in g  the  lower branches and 
th is, com bined w ith  th e  clearance of the 
undergrow th, will encourage the  grass to 
dom inate and change the  p lo t’s vegetation 
to  th a t  of a hay  meadow.
The Society has received an  anonym ous 
donation  of £250 for the  P ro ject F und  for 
which we are very grateful. The com m it­

tee has agreed to  the  purchase of a more 
powerful strim m er th a n  curren tly  available 
to  us which will m ake a very  useful add i­
tion  to  our resources.
WCCP are to  install a cem etery in form a­
tion  board which will include the  h isto ry  
and details of flora and fauna. This is very  
welcome and the  com m ittee agreed to  con­
tribu te  £100 tow ards the  cost. We have been 
asked to  com m ent on the  con ten t and are 
curren tly  circulating th e  proposed te x t to 
those involved for com m ent.
F inally  if any m em ber is in terested  in jo in ­
ing our c learance w ork ing  p a r tie s  th e y  
would be m ost welcome. You will only be 
expected to  ca rry  out w ork th a t  is w ith in  
your skill and I th in k  th a t  you will find us 
a happy  bunch. (Contact Jerem y Cope on 
01304 211348).

The October Meet intor

The D ou r
A r e p o r t  o f  a ta lk  b y  P a u l B o la s  w i th  an u p d a te  on the  

r e s to r a t io n  o f  the  r iv e r
Jefretm -Y Cope;

The A ugust issue reported  on th e  survey 
of the  D our from  B uckland to  the  sea. A t 
the  O ctober m eeting P aul addressed the  
S ocie ty  w ith  th e  su b jec t o f 4T he R iver 
D our Survey’. H is ta lk  covered th e  science, 
problem s and  p o te n tia l of th e  river and 
how th a t  po ten tia l m ight be realised.
The Dour, a typ ical chalk stream , gets its 
w ater from  ra in  falling on th e  su rround­
ing hills w hich is th en  filtered th rough  the  
chalk and rises in springs to  feed th e  river 
as clear, pure and oxygen-rich w ater a t a 
constan t tem peratu re  of 11 degrees. This

com bination  read ily  sup p o rts  p lan ts , in ­
sects crustacea and fish. The n a tu ra l chalk 
reservoir provides a reasonably steady river 
flow.
How do we arrive a t the  present sta te  of 
the  river given its na tu ra l beau ty  and clean­
liness? In  th e  p a s t rivers were seen as a 
ch e ap  w ay  o f p ro v id in g  sew ers , w ith  
culverting a m ethod  of hiding the  subse­
quen t spoliation. We are fo rtu n a te  in th a t  
th e  D o u r does n o t su ffe r from  sew age 
outfalls although  it receives toxic silt from  
paved areas. The litter-strew n  river is evi­



dence th a t  th is careless a ttitu d e  is still w ith  
us. A bstrac tion  can be a problem  although 
Folkestone and Dover W ater Services and 
the  E nv ironm ent Agency are w orking to  
m inim ise the  im pact.
The river has enorm ous po ten tia l and value 
to  Dover. One has only  to  th in k  of th e  
b e a u ty  of K earsney  A bbey and  R ussell 
G ardens. The biodiversity  and th e  sound 
of runn ing  w ater m ake for a very  a t tra c ­
tive environm ent. The value of su rround­
ing properties will be increased by an  a t ­
trac tive  prospect w ith  riverside restau ran ts  
and pubs a to u ris t a ttrac tion .
Paul described the  ways in w hich the  im ­
provem ent m ay be achieved th rough  open­
ing up culverts, riffles ( a p a tch  of bou l­
ders in  the  river to  enhance the  flow), n a r ­
rowing to  help the  flow b u t using the  re ­
leased river bed as flood plain  and p u ttin g  
in weirs and fish passes a t H alfords and the  
London Road flour mill. F u tu re  riverside 
developm ents should have porous surfaces 
(SUDS) so th e  any  p o te n tia l ru n  off is 
soaked up by th e  ground ra th e r th a n  d ra in ­
ing in to  th e  river. E d u ca tio n  of r ip a rian  
owners and  of the  public is essential if peo­
ple are to  take care of the  river. Removing 
rubbish  will encourage us all to  value the 
Dour.
A t the  end of the  ta lk  Mike Webb, Dover 
Town C entre M anager, to ld  th e  m eeting  
th a t  R iverw atch, using P au l’s rep o rt, had  
m ade a successful app lica tion  to  Peoples 
‘P la c e s  fo r fu n d in g . J o h n  M a h o n  o f 
Criccieth H om es in tends to  spend £100,000 
over ten  years on river im provem ents p ri­
m arily  a t th e  flour m ill’s m illpond. He also

repo rted  th e  H arbou r B oard’s offer of help 
w ith  the  outfall in to  the  harbour.
Away from  th e  m eeting The R iver D our 
S teering Com m ittee has now been form ed 
and has held tw o m eetings. I t  has agreed 
th e  general princip les and  objectives by 
w hich it will be run . Briefly the  com m it­
tee is concerned w ith  the  whole river from  
its sources to  its m ou th  in the  W ellington 
D ock  4T h e B u b b le s ’. T h e  c o m m itte e ’s 
m em bership consists of the  local au th o ri­
ties and  associa ted  bodies, th e  E n v iro n ­
m en t Agency, The Society and  Criccieth 
Homes. The com m ittee sees itself as a co­
ord inato r of those involved in the  re s to ra ­
tion  and as a fund raiser and lobbyist on 
behalf of the  river.
A t our la s t m eeting  it  was agreed th a t  
A lex i G ilm a r t in  o f th e  E n v iro n m e n t  
A gency shou ld  ask  th e  A gency to  fund  
p rep ara tio n  of a developm ent p lan  for the 
whole river. Such a p lan  will no doub t build 
on th e  B olas re p o rt b u t go well beyond 
P au l’s brief. I t  should be all em bracing, 
listing priorities, include financial im plica­
tions and p lanning issues as they  affect the  
river corridor. Funding  is by no m eans cer­
ta in  b u t such a p lan  will enable resto ra tion  
to  be p lanned and executed in an  orderly 
and  efficient m anner. I t  will be essential 
evidence to  suppo rt any application  for the  
su b stan tia l funding necessary to  m ake a 
long te rm  im pact on the  river. I f  the  E nv i­
ronm ent Agency will no t fund the  plan, and 
we w ere given an  e s tim a te  o f b e tw een  
£10,000 and £15,000, th en  the  Com m ittee 
m u st decide w h e th e r or n o t to  find  th e  
money.


