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C ow gate  C e m e te ry  - G raveston es
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As reported  previously, the  chance to  record P endle , se t to  w ork  w ith  crow bars an d  
gravestones a t Cowgate has expanded w ith  b locks of w ood, levering  up  th e  fa llen  
w ork on an  increasing num ber of p lots by stones w hile th e  re s t o f us peered  and  
th e  S ocie ty ’s in tre p id  clearance p artie s , brushed and recorded any  inform ation thus 
L ast spring, Ian  M erton, collector in chief exposed. We were pleased to  find th a t  the 
of headstone inform ation, becam e increas- s treng th  and skill of the  tw o m en in lraising
ingly concerned a t the  num ber of stones 
ly in g  d o tte d  a b o u t ,  face dow n on th e  
ground, the ir in form ation seemingly lost. 
A p lan  began to  form  to  see if any could be 
raised tem porarily  to  yield the ir inform a­
tio n  before it was irrevocably lost to  the  
dam p ea rth  and ple thora of slugs and bee­
tles underneath .
A ten ta tive  request to  Dover D istric t Coun­
cil for assistance in raising the  heavy stones 
brough t an  im m ediate offer of help from  
Roger W alton, the  Council’s H ead of P ro p ­
erty  Services. So it  was th a t ,  a t 9am  on the  
23rd July, a sm all p a r ty  from  th e  Society 
stood a t th e  cem etery  gates to  greet the  
arrival of a lo rry  from English Landscapes, 
co n tra c to rs  to  th e  Council for land  and  
ground m aintenance.
Two of the ir m en, Paul Cobbins and D arry l

heavy stones, which had  been lying flat and 
overgrown for years, was m atched  by the ir 
own in terest in  the  ta sk  in hand. The pres­
ence of large num bers of slow worm s and 
beetles, some su rp ris in g ly  large, u n d e r­
nea th  the  slabs, indicated w hat a haven for 
wild life th e  cem etery is.
Over tw en ty  stones were raised in barely  
an hour. Some were too w orn away to  be 
of use and some, it la te r transp ired , had 
already been cap tu red  before the ir fall, by 
Mrs. de Bourbel, who first recorded sections 
of the  cem etery in the  1980s. The rem ain ­
der yielded up the ir h ith e rto  secret infor­
m ation, which has now been added to  the  
S ocie ty ’s grow ing da tab ase . T hanks are 
gratefully  recorded to  the  Council and E ng­
lish Landscapes for the ir help in th is ongo­
ing project.

C ow gate  C e m e te ry  - C learance

O ur aim , as p rac tise d  by T he S ocie ty ’s 
p roject team  and the  W hite Cliffs C oun try ­
side P ro ject (WCCP) volunteers, is to  re ­
store th e  cem etery to  a hay  meadow b u t 
one popu la ted  w ith  trees and large shrubs. 
In  th is  w ay Cowgate m ay be bo th  a cem ­
etery  and wildlife area. I t  will require mow­
ing in the  au tu m n  and again in early spring.
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Five of the  eight p lots th a t  m ake up the 
cem e te ry  can  be sa id  to  be a t  th e  h ay  
meadow stage ( well alm ost). D uring the  
sum m er, w hilst we were clearing  u n d e r­
grow th  and  ru b b ish  from  th e  rem ain ing  
plots and from  the  cem etery borders and 
the  vau lts, natu re  had  its w ay w ith  the  hay  
meadow p lan ts and the  grass and vegeta­


