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The work of the Planning sub-committee
roportetd fyr W oolford, ChcdriXLcin

Dover is n o t w ith o u t good news and the  
P lanning  Com m ittee is gratified th a t  m any 
of its suggestions have fructified , th an k s 
to  the  su p p o rt of th e  Executive C om m it­
tee, Dover Town and  D istric t Council of­
ficers, som e councillors and  o thers. The 
S o c ie ty  h a s  p la y ed  a u se fu l p a r t  in  a 
num ber of desirable developm ents. 
R elationships betw een D over Town C oun­
cil and  Dover Town Centre M anagem ent 
have grea tly  im proved, w itness th e  financ­
ing and  jo in t reorganisation  of th e  X m as 
L ights and its splendid prospective Switch- 
On and  th e  c rea tio n  of a w idely -rep re- 
sen tative S teering C om m ittee com prising 
th e  D over Socie ty , D is tr ic t  a n d  Tow n 
Councils, R iverside W atch, R iver P arish  
Council, Jo h n  M ahon’s B u ck land  F lo u r 
Mill, (et al) to  oversee th e  m uch needed 
regeneration  of the  R iver Dour. This was 
celebrated  a t th e  F lou r Mill on O ctober 3rd 
by w h at can only be described as a love- 
feast. The con tribu tion  m ade by  th e  su r­
vey of th e  river by D r P au l Bolas, w hom  
we recru ited , is im m easurable.
...H a v in g  failed, despite encouragem ent 
and financial help from  Dover Town Coun­
cil, to  create a B uckland Village A ssocia­
t io n  to  u p g r a d e  t h a t  p a r t  o f  o u r  
stree tscape , th e  fo rm a tio n  of a L ondon  
R d. R esiden ts  A ssocia tion  (th o u g h  n o t 
w ith o u t controversy) a t the  K ing’s H all on 
O ct 3rd was doubly welcome. O ur own con­
tr ib u tio n  has been to  aw ard C ertificates of 
C o n g ra tu la tio n  to  eleven businesses b e ­
tw een Bridge S treet and  B uckland  Bridge 
for spontaneous im provem ent of th e ir  fa ­
cades. We hope th a t  th e ir  displays of our

aw ards will rew ard  th em  and  encourage 
em ulation .
We cong ra tu la te  John  M ahon of Criccieth 
Hom es, w hom  we have supported , on re ­
ceiving perm ission to  preserve and enhance 
B uckland F lou r Mill. W ould th a t  o ther de­
velopers w ould  sim ilarly  tu r n  B uck land  
Paper Mill and  th e  St Jam es’ P rojects from  
dream s to  realities.
We adm ire  th e  persis tence  w hich , a f te r  
v e ry  m u c h  p u b lic  c o n s u l ta t io n ,  th e  
H eathfield  Avenue H om e Zone will m a te ­
rialise nex t A pril and  which will also see 
the  Town Clock to  be erected on the  ‘E a ­
gle’ public house - no t to  m ention  th e  con­
version of M aison D ieu H ouse in to  Dover 
Town Council’s Offices, the  erection  of a 
H isto ric  In fo rm a tio n  B oard  in  Cowgate 
C em etery  and  th e  c rea tio n  of a N a tu re  
Reserve on W hinless Down. We also tru s t  
th a t  the  controversy  ab o u t R ix  Scaffold­
ing’s prem ises, w ith  its th rea ts  of appeal 
to  th e  O m budsm an  and  ju d ic ia l review, 
m ay a t leng th  be am icably  resolved.
On th e  o th e r  h an d  we w onder if  S ou th  
K ent College really  proposes to  dem olish 
the  form er G irls’ G ram m ar School/School 
of A rt in  th e  Paddock. We question  the  
value of Dover D istric t Council’s expen­
sively glossy ‘B est Perform ance P la n ’, and 
w hilst we th a n k  the  P o rt of Dover for re ­
fu rb ish in g  th e  clock  a t  th e  end  o f th e  
P rince ofW ales’ Pier, as we requested , and 
for consigning W estpo rt to  oblivion, we 
w onder if  th e  M arin a  w ill su rv ive  th e  
T h ir ty  Year M aster P lan ’s determ ina tion  
to  develop th e  E aste rn  and W estern Docks 
exclusively for ferries and cargoes.


