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Letter to the Editor
I'm  sorry  to rattle on abou t A nglo-French history, hut I  do  th in k  th a t the n earest  
town to F ran ce ought to avo id  p erpetratin g  sch oo lboy  blunders. S ucceeding gen ­
eration s m ay  c la im  th a t they  read  it in the N ew sletter o f  the D over Society an d  
that therefore it m ust b e  true!

T he latest o ffen d er  is Mrs. R obson  (or p oss ib ly  Mr. Grant) in the g lim pse o f  the  
p a s t  en titled  'S ea Pirates'.

T he H undred  Years' War w as not started  by  E dw ard  I  b eca u se  the F ren ch  king  
'annexed som e o f  Edw ard's castles in Aquitaine'. In  fa c t  the H u ndred  Years' War 
began  in 1340 w hen  E dw ard  I I I  c la im ed  th e F ren ch  thron e in the right o f  h is  
m other, Isab e lla . T he latter w as the e ld est dau ghter o f  the k ing o f  F ran ce and, 
w hen  the d irect m a le  lin e d ied  out, w ou ld  have su cceed ed  accord in g  to the English  
rules o f  inheritan ce. T he French, however, in voked  the 'Salic Law', w h ich  gives 
p reced en ce  to the m a le  h e ir  g en era l over a ll fem a les , an d  in sta lled  the Valois fa m ­
ily- a  ca d et  b ran ch  o f  the C apet dynasty.

T his is the reason  w hy the F ren ch  lilies figu red  on the English roya l coats-of-arm s  
dow n to the tim e o f  G eorge III.

P erhaps you  shou ld  have a ll re feren ces to F rench  h istory  ch eck ed  by  an  h istorian  
before  prin tin g  them .

Neil Turns

Editor's Note
Once again  ou r than ks to Mr. TUrns fo r  spotting an  h istorica l m istake in N ewslet­
ter 46. T here is no dou bt that the king w ho started  the H u n dred  Years' W ar w as 
E dw ard  I I I  an d  not E dw ard  I. T he m istake  seem s to b e  that o f  Mr. G rant ra th er  
than  Mrs. R obson , w ho accep ted  the fa c ts  in Mr. Grant's artic le  p r in ted  in the  
D aily  Telegraph in 1969.

I  can n ot fin d  verification  o f  the s e a  ba ttle  o f f  B rittany o f  St. M ake, re ferred  to in 
his article, bu t it seem s u n likely  th a t this w as con n ected  in an y  w ay to the start o f  
the H u n dred  Years' War. T here  w as a  m a jo r  s e a  battle  in 1340 w h ich  assu red  
E nglish  su prem acy  in the C han nel. T his w as the battle  o f  Sluys, in w h ich  the  
F ren ch  fle e t  w as d e fea ted  by  250 English sh ips led  by  E dw ard  III.

P erhaps Mr. Turns w ould  b e  w illing to ch eck  an y  dou btfu l d eta ils  fo r  us in the  
future.


