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ken  rock.
It's n ice to lo o k  b a c k  on  those  days, good  
fo r  som e. M uch m ore cou ld  b e  w ritten  o f  
the P oor Pier', but, like every th in g  else, it 
gets o ld  a n d  in th e  not too d is tan t fu tu re  
n oth in g  w ill b e  left.
Oh, by  the w ay, w e d id  n ot u se a ll  th ree

sh illings. A ssu m in g  on ly  28 h a l f  p in ts  o f  
b ee r  w ere con su m ed  a t  2d  p e r  p in t, th a t still 
le ft 8d. W hat can  w e do  w ith th a t w ithou t 
m a k in g  g lu tton s o f  ourselves?  Let's se e  a  
show  a t the P h oen ix  fo r  2d. I  fe e l  ju s t  ab ou t  
too fu ll to w a lk  hom e, so  on  the tram  fo r  Id . 
W hat a b ou t a  f in a l h a l f  p in t  a t  th e Swan? 
F or he's a  jo l ly  g ood  fe llow !

Working* loir Parker Pens
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I  w as e ig h teen . T h e  s e co n d  w orld  w a r  h a d  
n ot lon g  e n d e d  a n d  ev a c u a t io n  w as b e ­
co m in g  4h is t o r y '. I t  w as th en  I  w en t to 
w ork  f o r  th e  P a rk e r  P en  co m p a n y  a t  th e  
E astern  D ocks  f o r  f iv e  y ea rs . I  r e m em b er  
w ell th e  ex c item en t o f  w ork in g  in th e  E x­
p o r t  S h ip p in g  a n d  A ccou n ts D ep a rtm en t  
o f  an  A m er ica n  co m p a n y  w ith  a ll  th e  new  
o ff ic e  eq u ip m en t a n d  fu rn itu re  a n d  w h a t  
w as to m e a  larg e w ork  fo rce .
T h e  o ff ic e  s t a f f  s e e m e d  to c o m e  a n d  go. 
T h ere  w as on e  w om an  fr o m  Ja m a ic a , a n ­
o th e r  th e  w ife  o f  an  a rm y  o f f ic e r  s ta t io n ed  
in Dover, a ls o  a  w om an  liv in g  a t  th e  E ast  
C li f f  h o te l a t  th e  tim e th a t  a ll  th e  c h a n ­
n el sw im m in g  p e o p le  s ta y ed  there. T h ere  
w ere th ree  d iv o rcees  a n d  a  G erm an  w idow , 
r e m a rr ied  to an  E n g lish  a rm y  o ffic er . One 
m an  w as A m er ica n  a n d  n ev er  a s  jo l ly  a s  
I  th ou g h t A m er ic a n s  w ou ld  be. A n o th er  
em p lo y e e  w as ex -R oyal N avy, a  te lle r  o f  
a m a z in g  ta les  o f  h is  ex p lo its . T h ey  ju s t  
cou ld  n ot h a v e  a ll  b e en  true, bu t I  b e lie v ed  
ev ery th in g  in  th o s e  days.
T h e  w ork  w as fa s c in a t in g . A s th e  ex p ort  
m a r k e t s  o p e n e d  u p  p o s t w a r  so  d id  ou r  
d ea lin g s  w ith  cou n tr ies  w orld w id e . To m e  
it  w a s  n e a r ly  a s  g o o d  a s  v is it in g  th e  
p la c e s .
M an y o f  us cy c led  to w ork  a n d  w e h a d  to 
b e  c a r e fu l  th a t  o u t  w h e e ls  d id  n o t  g e t  
ca u g h t  in  th e  tra in  lin es  w h ich  a t  th a t  
tim e ran  a lo n g  th e  s e a  fr o n t  a n d  in to  th e  
D ocks. I  f e l l  o f f  o n ce  a n d  a fte rw a rd s  took

m ore  care .
In  th e  su m m er tim e  it w as a  g ran d  p la c e  
to be. A t lu n ch  tim es w e cou ld  go on  th e  
b e a c h , h a v e  a  sw im  a n d  th en  h a v e  ou r  
lu n ch  in th e  sp len d id  can teen . At f i r s t  th e  
g ir ls  fr o m  T h e Q uink d ep a r tm e n t  w ou ld  
go to th e  b e a c h  in  sw im su its  w ith  th e ir  
Q uink ov era lls  on  top. H ow ever, M an ag e­
m en t a s k e d  th em  n ot to d o  th is  a s  it w as  
n ot co n s id ered  p roper . I f  w e d id  n ot c h o o s e  
to sw im  w e c o u ld  a lw a y s  w a lk  on  th e  s e a  
fr o n t  o r  up on  th e  c liffs .
We h a d  a  th r iv in g  s o c ia l  c lu b  w ith  v a r i­
ou s ou tings to L o n d o n  th ea tres , B rig h ton  
or  S ou th en d  a n d  to N ew h av en  fo r  th e  c o m ­
p a n y 's  S p o rts  D a y  T h e r e  w a s  a  s m a l l  
d r a m a  g ro u p  a n d  w e r e h e a r s e d  4B li th e  
Spirit' f o r  s o m e  tim e. I  w as c a s t  a s  th e  
doctor's w ife  bu t f o r  so m e  r ea so n  th e  p la y  
w a s  n e v e r  p u t  on  a n d  th e  g r o u p  d i s ­
b a n d ed .
T h e  f i r s t  C h r is tm as  I  w as w ith  th e  P a rk e r  
P en  Co. w e h a d  an  a m a z in g  p a r t y . We h a d  
p a id  in  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t th rou g h ou t th e  
y e a r  so  th a t  on  th e  d a y  a l l  th e  r e fr e s h ­
m en ts  w ou ld  b e  fr e e . I  h a d  n o t r e a lis e d  
th a t  it w as u n w ise  to m ix  d r in k s  a n d  tr ied  
q u ite  a  v a r ie ty  w ith  th e  r e su lt  that, a l ­
thou gh  m y b e h a v io u r  w as r e a s o n a b ly  c ir ­
cu m sp ect, I  h a d  a  h a n g o v er  fo r  d ay s! T h e  
p a r ty  w as h e ld  in th e  o ld  E m p ress  H a ll in  
th e  P rin ces  S treet a r e a  a n d  a  c er ta in  f e ­
m a le  m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  w h o  c o l la p s e d  h a d
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to b e  p u t  to b e d  in  th e  se a m a n 's  C lu b to 
recover.
T h e  m o s t m e m o r a b le  ou tin g  (  f o r  m e a n y ­
w ay) w as on e  S u n day  a ft e rn o o n  w h en  w e  
v is ited  S n ow dow n  co llie ry . W hat a  r e v e la ­
tion! We d ro p p ed  lik e  a  s ton e  in  an  op en  
cage, w h ile  f i lt h y  w a ter  sp r a y ed  ov er  us. 
O nce u n d erg rou n d  w e tru dged  a lo n g  w ith  
o d d  b i t s  o f  c o a l  d r o p p in g  on  us fr o m  
a b o v e , th en  w e c ra w le d  (y es  - c ra w le d )  
s in g le  f i l e  a lo n g  th e  c o a l  fa c e ,  w h ere  o f  
cou rse  y o u  co u ld  n ot stan d . A c o n ta in e r  
o f  w a te r  w a s  p a s s e d  a lo n g  a n d  w e a l l  
d ra n k  fr o m  it. I t  w as so  h o t  th a t  w e w ere  
g la d  to d r in k  ou t o f  an y th in g . F o r  th e  trip

I  h a d  w orn  m y  u su a l o f f ic e  c lo th e s  a n d  
p e a r l  earrin g s . I  a r r iv ed  h o m e  f i lt h y  a n d  
m y m o th e r  m a d e  m e u n dress  in  th e  g a r ­
d en  s h e d  b e fo r e  I  w as a llo w e d  in to  th e  
b a th r o o m !
A fte r  fiv e  y ea r s  I  le ft  th e  c o m p a n y  to jo in  
th e  C ivil s e rv ic e  a n d  a ls o  to b e  m a rr ied .  
P a rk e r  P en  Co. h a d  a p p a ren tly  ta k en  on ly  
a  s h o r t  l e a s e  o n  t h e  E a s t e r n  D o c k s  
p re m is e s  a n d  a t  th is  tim e w ere r e lo ca tin g  
to th e ir  N ew h av en  site.
I t  h a d  b e e n  qu ite  'so m e th in g ' to b e  e m ­
p lo y e d  by  th e  P a rk e r  P en  Co. w ith  its c o m ­
p a ra t iv e ly  h igh  w ages a n d  a n n u a l bon u ses  
an d , a t  th e  s a m e  tim e, so  m u ch  fu n  a n d  
la u g h ter  a s  w ell a s  h a rd  w ork.
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from  T q rzy Sutfion 
THE ZEEBRUGE AND OSTEND RAIDS 1918 

By Deborah Lake
E a ch  y e a r  rep resen ta tiv es  o f  T h e  D over  

S ociety  jo in  o th ers  a t  St Ja m es '  C em etery  
to r e m em b er  th e  b rav ery  o f  th o se  w h o  took  
p a r t  in  th e  ep ic  Z eebru gge R a id  85 y ea r s  
ago. B u r ied  th ere  a r e  so m e  o f  th o s e  w h o  
d ie d  in  th e  f i r e f ig h t  on  th e  m o le  o f  th e  
B e lg ia n  p o r t  a n d  w ith  th e m  S ir  R o g er  
K ey es  w ho, w h en  h e  d ied , w as b u r ied  w ith  
th e  s a ilo r s  a n d  R o y a l M arin es h e  led  on  
th e  ra id . A s f a r  a s  D over is c o n ce rn ed  S ir  
Roger, c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  D ov er P atrol, is 
a  hero .
B u t a  b o o k , p u b l is h e d  in  A pril, ta k es  a n ­
o th e r  lo o k  a t  S ir Roger. A u th or D eb o ra h  
L a k e  say s  R oger Jo h n  B row n low  K ey es  w as  
fo o lh a r d y , im petu ou s , a n d  an  in d iffe r e n t  
p lan n er . 'K ey es  w as n o t an  u n car in g  m an  
but, a t  h ea r t, h e  p o s s ib ly  n ev er  s to p p ed  
b ein g  a  m id sh ip m a n  w ith  a  m id sh ip m an 's  
values,' s h e  w rites. S he a c c ep ts  K ey es  w as  
p e r s o n a l ly  b rav e , a  c h a r i s m a t ic  l e a d e r  
a n d  sin g le-m in d ed . In v estig a tin g  th e  p r e l ­

u d e o f  th e  ra id , th e  ra id  i t s e l f  a n d  its c o n ­
sequ en ces , th e  a u th o r  argu es th a t  th e  o p ­
e r a t io n s  a g a in s t  Z eebru g g e  a n d  O sten d  
w ere n ot m ilita ry  su ccesses . T h e book , T h e  
Z eebru gge a n d  O sten d  R a id s  1918, is w ell 
r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  w ell w ritten , d raw in g  on  
G erm an  a s  w ell a s  B rit ish  c o n tem p o ra ry  
w ar records.
K eyes' b a ckg rou n d , c a r e e r  a n d  p e r s o n a l­

ity a r e  p r o b e d  a n d  th e  sm o u ld er in g  d is ­
l ik e  th a t  A d m ir a l S ir  R e g in a ld  B a c o n ,  
o r ig in a lly  in  ch a rg e  o f  T h e  D over P atrol, 
f e l t  f o r  h is  su ccessor , K ey es  is b rou g h t to 
light. S om e s e n io r  n a v a l o ff ic e r s  b a s e d  a t  
D o v e r  d u r in g  t h e  1 9 1 4 -1 8  w a r  w e r e  
eq u a lly  su sp ic iou s  a b o u t  K ey es  on  h is  a p ­
p o in tm en t  to th e  P atrol, b e liev in g  h e  h a d  
co n sp ir ed  to g et r id  o f  B acon . B u t th ere  is 
no d o u b t th a t  K eyes, in  1918, w as c o n s id ­
er ed  a  h ero  a m o n g  th e  D over p o p u la t io n  
a n d  h a s  c o n tin u ed  to b e  so  ev er  s in ce .


