
From  the B udge A dam s' C ollection  - con tribu ted  by  D erek L each

The Good Old Days
(w ritten by  E rn est Stokes w hen  the P ier  D istrict still existed)

L ook in g  a t  the P ier  D istrict today  on e w ould  
b e  su rprised  to see  it as it w as a t  the turn o f  
th e  cen tu ry  (1900 ) a n d  w o n d er  h ow  so  
m u ch  h a b ita t io n  a n d  b u s in ess  c o u ld  b e  
sited  in su ch  a  sm a ll area . T he h ou sew ife  
h a d  ev ery th in g  sh e  n eed ed  w ithou t goin g  
out o f  th e a r e a  fr o m  the gates o f  th e West­
ern  D ocks to th e L ord  W arden H otel (South­
ern  H ouse).
T he m en fo lk  cou ld  g et d ru n k  on  th ree  sh il­
lings hav in g  h a l f  a  p in t  o f  b e e r  a t  ea ch  p u b  
w ithou t using the sa m e  p u b lic  hou se  twice. 
We start a t  the W estern D ocks en tran ce an d  
d rin k  h a l f  a  p in t  a t  ea c h  stop. In  Strond  
Street w e stop  a t  the P rin ce Im p eria l, Ship  
Inn, R oya l M ail, G reen D ragon, the Sw an  
a n d  H otel d e  Paris.
R ound the co rn er  w as B illie  M utton's w here  
y ou  cou ld  buy a  p a c k e t  o f  fag s  fo r  a  p en n y  
or a  p en n y w orth  o f  S hag  tobacco . H ow  h e  
cou ld  se ll it a t  th a t p r ic e  w as nobody's bu si­
ness. F rom  there w e go to see  M r M inoletti 
a t  the P av ilion  a t  Custom  H ou se Quay.
We cross the ra ilw ay  lin e to the S h akesp ea re  
in C laren ce Street. To save going  over the  
sam e grou nd twice, w e ca ll a t  th e  F leu r  d e  
L ys in C ouncil H ou se Street an d  then  b a c k  
to the R ose a n d  Crow n a n d  C inque Ports in  
C laren ce Street. R ound the corn er  w e com e  
to the S ilver D ragon in M iddle Row  a n d  then  
in B en ch  Street the R ailw ay  B ell, Sceptre, 
M iners A rm s, D ea l Cutter, T he Pier, B ru s­
sels an d  the Term inus.
H av in g  con su m ed  on e  g a llon , w e c a l l  on  
B ert M arbrook, w ho h as the P ier  C offee Stall 
a n d  w ho is 85 y ea rs  old. B ert M arbrook  Sen­
ior  w as lan d lord  o f  the H ope In n  in C oun­
c il H ou se S treet w h ere  w e h av e  a  p en n y ­
w orth o f  b r e a d  an d  ch ee se  to so a k  up the  
b ee r  b e fo re  m oving  on  to the E n deavou r an d  
A r c h c l i f f e  in  B u lw a r k  S treet, G ra n v ille  
A rm s, Two Brew ers, E xeter A rm s an d  K ent

A rm s in L im ek iln  Street.
R ound the corn er  w e u se the L ion  in E liza­
b e th  Street, T h e  O ak in O xen den  Street, 
P rin cess M aude, N eptune, A lb ion  an d  R a il­
w ay  In n  in H a w k esb u ry  Street, W illiam  
A lbert an d  D uke o f  C onnaught in O xenden  
Street, Scotch  H ou se in L im ek iln  Street an d  
T hree C om passes on  F in n is Hill.
As a ll  p u b lic  hou ses  w ere open  tw enty fo u r  
hou rs a  day, o r  n ear ly  so, it w as com m on  
to see  w ho cou ld  d rin k  a  h a l f  p in t  a t  ea ch  
house. I  do  n ot rem em b er  an y on e  going  to 
the w h ole  36 pu bs, on ly  up to 28. One cou ld  
get a  p en n y w orth  o f  gin, o r  two p en n y w orth  
o f  rum  or fo u r  p en n y w orth  o f  brandy . A le  
w as 3d a  p in t, b e e r  w as 2d  an d  p o r te r  Id . 
Wages w ere 15 sh illin gs to 18 sh illin gs p e r  
w eek  a n d  fr o m  the n u m ber  o f  p u b s  in su ch  
a  sm a ll a r e a  y ou  w ill u n derstan d  how  p o v ­
erty a ro se  a n d  w hy the a r e a  w as c a lled  'the 
P oor Pier'.
Up to th e  fir s t  few  y ea r s  o f  the tw entieth  
cen tury  ch ild ren  cou ld  go to th e p u b  to buy  
liquor, bu t then  a  law  w as p a s s ed  com p el­
ling lan d lords to s e a l bottles an d  ju gs b e ­
ca m e u n law fu l; lan d lord s ju s t  stu ck a p ie c e  
o f  g u m m ed  p a p e r  over the co rk  w h ich  ca m e  
o f f  easily . C hildren  w ere fo rb id d en  to go into 
bars  w ith th e ir  p a ren ts  a n d  so m an y  p u b s  
p rov id ed  g ard en s fo r  ch ildren .
T he hou rs o f  op en in g  w ere a lso  tightened  
up a n d  on e cou ld  on ly  get a  d rin k  on  Sun­
d ay  th ree m iles  ou tside the borough. As I  
lived  in the P ier  D istrict going  through th e  
town to the P lough (in F olkeston e R oad) w as  
w ell over the three m iles, bu t ov er th e h ills  
it w as m u ch  less. So, on  Sunday m orn ings  
D ad w ou ld  say, 'C om e on, Son, we'll go fo r  
a  w a lk  over the hills'. W hen 1 a sk ed  D ad  
w here w e w ere going, h e  w ou ld  say, I  m ust 
see  m y o ld  fr ien d , M r Gould, a t  the P lough. 
D o y ou  th in k  y ou  can  w alk  it?' C ou ld  I? It  
m ean t g inger beer, a  large b iscu it a n d  b ro ­
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ken  rock.
It's n ice to lo o k  b a c k  on  those  days, good  
fo r  som e. M uch m ore cou ld  b e  w ritten  o f  
the P oor Pier', but, like every th in g  else, it 
gets o ld  a n d  in th e  not too d is tan t fu tu re  
n oth in g  w ill b e  left.
Oh, by  the w ay, w e d id  n ot u se a ll  th ree

sh illings. A ssu m in g  on ly  28 h a l f  p in ts  o f  
b ee r  w ere con su m ed  a t  2d  p e r  p in t, th a t still 
le ft 8d. W hat can  w e do  w ith th a t w ithou t 
m a k in g  g lu tton s o f  ourselves?  Let's se e  a  
show  a t the P h oen ix  fo r  2d. I  fe e l  ju s t  ab ou t  
too fu ll to w a lk  hom e, so  on  the tram  fo r  Id . 
W hat a b ou t a  f in a l h a l f  p in t  a t  th e Swan? 
F or he's a  jo l ly  g ood  fe llow !

Working* loir Parker Pens
fry Juzxq D yqr

I  w as e ig h teen . T h e  s e co n d  w orld  w a r  h a d  
n ot lon g  e n d e d  a n d  ev a c u a t io n  w as b e ­
co m in g  4h is t o r y '. I t  w as th en  I  w en t to 
w ork  f o r  th e  P a rk e r  P en  co m p a n y  a t  th e  
E astern  D ocks  f o r  f iv e  y ea rs . I  r e m em b er  
w ell th e  ex c item en t o f  w ork in g  in th e  E x­
p o r t  S h ip p in g  a n d  A ccou n ts D ep a rtm en t  
o f  an  A m er ica n  co m p a n y  w ith  a ll  th e  new  
o ff ic e  eq u ip m en t a n d  fu rn itu re  a n d  w h a t  
w as to m e a  larg e w ork  fo rce .
T h e  o ff ic e  s t a f f  s e e m e d  to c o m e  a n d  go. 
T h ere  w as on e  w om an  fr o m  Ja m a ic a , a n ­
o th e r  th e  w ife  o f  an  a rm y  o f f ic e r  s ta t io n ed  
in Dover, a ls o  a  w om an  liv in g  a t  th e  E ast  
C li f f  h o te l a t  th e  tim e th a t  a ll  th e  c h a n ­
n el sw im m in g  p e o p le  s ta y ed  there. T h ere  
w ere th ree  d iv o rcees  a n d  a  G erm an  w idow , 
r e m a rr ied  to an  E n g lish  a rm y  o ffic er . One 
m an  w as A m er ica n  a n d  n ev er  a s  jo l ly  a s  
I  th ou g h t A m er ic a n s  w ou ld  be. A n o th er  
em p lo y e e  w as ex -R oyal N avy, a  te lle r  o f  
a m a z in g  ta les  o f  h is  ex p lo its . T h ey  ju s t  
cou ld  n ot h a v e  a ll  b e en  true, bu t I  b e lie v ed  
ev ery th in g  in  th o s e  days.
T h e  w ork  w as fa s c in a t in g . A s th e  ex p ort  
m a r k e t s  o p e n e d  u p  p o s t w a r  so  d id  ou r  
d ea lin g s  w ith  cou n tr ies  w orld w id e . To m e  
it  w a s  n e a r ly  a s  g o o d  a s  v is it in g  th e  
p la c e s .
M an y o f  us cy c led  to w ork  a n d  w e h a d  to 
b e  c a r e fu l  th a t  o u t  w h e e ls  d id  n o t  g e t  
ca u g h t  in  th e  tra in  lin es  w h ich  a t  th a t  
tim e ran  a lo n g  th e  s e a  fr o n t  a n d  in to  th e  
D ocks. I  f e l l  o f f  o n ce  a n d  a fte rw a rd s  took

m ore  care .
In  th e  su m m er tim e  it w as a  g ran d  p la c e  
to be. A t lu n ch  tim es w e cou ld  go on  th e  
b e a c h , h a v e  a  sw im  a n d  th en  h a v e  ou r  
lu n ch  in th e  sp len d id  can teen . At f i r s t  th e  
g ir ls  fr o m  T h e Q uink d ep a r tm e n t  w ou ld  
go to th e  b e a c h  in  sw im su its  w ith  th e ir  
Q uink ov era lls  on  top. H ow ever, M an ag e­
m en t a s k e d  th em  n ot to d o  th is  a s  it w as  
n ot co n s id ered  p roper . I f  w e d id  n ot c h o o s e  
to sw im  w e c o u ld  a lw a y s  w a lk  on  th e  s e a  
fr o n t  o r  up on  th e  c liffs .
We h a d  a  th r iv in g  s o c ia l  c lu b  w ith  v a r i­
ou s ou tings to L o n d o n  th ea tres , B rig h ton  
or  S ou th en d  a n d  to N ew h av en  fo r  th e  c o m ­
p a n y 's  S p o rts  D a y  T h e r e  w a s  a  s m a l l  
d r a m a  g ro u p  a n d  w e r e h e a r s e d  4B li th e  
Spirit' f o r  s o m e  tim e. I  w as c a s t  a s  th e  
doctor's w ife  bu t f o r  so m e  r ea so n  th e  p la y  
w a s  n e v e r  p u t  on  a n d  th e  g r o u p  d i s ­
b a n d ed .
T h e  f i r s t  C h r is tm as  I  w as w ith  th e  P a rk e r  
P en  Co. w e h a d  an  a m a z in g  p a r t y . We h a d  
p a id  in  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t th rou g h ou t th e  
y e a r  so  th a t  on  th e  d a y  a l l  th e  r e fr e s h ­
m en ts  w ou ld  b e  fr e e . I  h a d  n o t r e a lis e d  
th a t  it w as u n w ise  to m ix  d r in k s  a n d  tr ied  
q u ite  a  v a r ie ty  w ith  th e  r e su lt  that, a l ­
thou gh  m y b e h a v io u r  w as r e a s o n a b ly  c ir ­
cu m sp ect, I  h a d  a  h a n g o v er  fo r  d ay s! T h e  
p a r ty  w as h e ld  in th e  o ld  E m p ress  H a ll in  
th e  P rin ces  S treet a r e a  a n d  a  c er ta in  f e ­
m a le  m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  w h o  c o l la p s e d  h a d

C ontinued o v e r le a f .


