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Glimpses of the Past
1915. Memories of a six-year-old Dovorian

E ditor's N ote. T h is  is a n o th e r  ex tra ct fr o m  th e  w ritings o f  B u dge A dam s.

In Newsletter 44 there is an account o f  Budge's birth at 37 Castle Street and  
in Newsletter 45 an episode in 1914 when a bom b dropped in Dover. Here I  
have selected some o f  Budge's m em ories o f  1915, when he was six years old.

My p aren ts  a llow ed  m e con s id erab le  fr e e ­
d om  o f  m ov em en t. W hen  w e le ft  M illa is  
R oad  in 1 9 1 5 1 w as n ot y e t  six y ea r s  o ld  bu t 
I  h a d  ex p lo r ed , in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  m y  
fr ien d s  in the road , th e w ide open  sp aces  o f  
'Cow  Pastures', th e  lan d  on  th e  n orth ern  
s id e  o f  the D ea l ra ilw ay  b ey on d  S tan hope  
R oad, w h ere  N ap ier  R oad  h a s  now  b een  
built, an d  extending  a lm ost to Guston. To 
us it w as an  en orm ou s grassy  w orld  en tirely  
ou r ow n a n d  m iles a n d  m iles  fr o m  c iv ilisa ­
tion.

In  th is y e a r  th e civ ilian  p op u la t ion  w as is­
su ed  w ith  ration  cards, — actu a lly  sm a ll  
b o o k le t s  w ith  p a g e s  p r in t e d  w ith  l i t t le  
squ ares ea ch  represen ting  the un it am ou n t  
o f  en titlem en t o f  the fo o d  con cern ed  a n d  the  
a p p l i c a b l e  w e e k . T h e s e  s q u a r e s  w e r e  
m a rk ed  o f f  by  the re ta iler  a n d  th is w as con ­
s id ered  su ffic ien t ev id en ce th a t th e  ration  
h a d  been  taken  up. I  still p o ss ess  som e o f  
ou r ration  b ook s  w h ich  show , am on g  o th er  
th ings th a t  w e w ere e a c h  en titled  to on e  
o u n ce  o f  b u tte r  ev ery  w eek . M arg ar in e, 
w hen  ava ilab le , cou ld  b e  bou gh t in larger  
qu an tities an d  w as not ration ed . M eat an d  
b rea d  w ere ra tion ed  in the sa m e  w ay an d  
we h a d  su fficien t. In  ou r ca se  ou r fa th er's  
rabb its  an d  p ig eon s w ere very u sefu l a n d  I  
still h av e  the m en ta l p ic tu re  o f  h im  h o ld ­
ing a  ra b b it  su sp en d ed  by  th e ears  a n d  k ill­
ing it w ith a  sh a rp  b low  w ith the s id e  o f  h is  
h a n d  across  th e b a c k  o f  its n eck. T he sk in s  
w ere stretch ed  out on  fr a m es  to cure and, 
fr om  som e o f  the earliest, m y m o th er  m a d e  
a  m u ff  fo r  m y sister a n d  fu r  m ittens fo r  us 
both  and, hav in g  d on e  that, sh e  m a d e  s im i­

la r  things fo r  o th er  ch ild ren  in M illais R oad.

T here w as an  ea r ly  'D ig fo r  Victory' p ro jec t  
a n d  on e cou ld  see  fru it  a n d  vegetables b e ­
ing grow n in fr o n t garden s o r  on  an y  little 
p ie c e  o f  grou n d  th a t receiv ed  som e light a n d  
air. I  th in k  c lo th in g  w as d ifficu lt to acqu ire, 
bu t I  can n ot b e  sure w h eth er  this w as g en ­
era lly  b eca u se  o f  scarcity  o f  goods o r  sc a r ­
city o f  m oney . I  b eliev e in ou r ca se  it w as 
the latter.

In  the ear ly  m on ths o f  1915 m y fa th e r  w as  
a  very w orried  m an  an d  the sh ad ow  o f  the  
e ffec t  o f  the w ar on ou r fa m ily  w as a lr ea d y  
becom in g  apparen t. For two reason s: on e to 
save cost a n d  the o th er  to b e  a b le  to p u t in  
the m ax im u m  hou rs o f  w ork, fa th e r  m oved  
the fa m ily  b a c k  to 37  C astle Street an d  w e 
m a d e  a  h o m e aga in  in the room s ab ov e  the  
shop .

Our return to C astle Street w as im portan t 
to m e as  an  in d iv idu a l a lthou gh  I  a m  sure I  
d id  not rea lis e  it a t  the tim e. We w ere on ce  
ag a in  living in the cen tre o f  town a n d  I  b e ­
ca m e m ore aw are  o f  the w ar th a t w as going  
on  arou n d  us. M illa is R oad  w as on ly  a  m ile  
from  th e s e a fr o n t  bu t there on e h a d  the f e e l ­
ing o f  living in the h in ter lan d  a n d  a s  ch il­
dren  w e o ften  kn ew  n oth in g  o f  h appen in gs  
low er dow n in the town.

O nly w ith  h in d s ig h t  d o  I  kn ow  th a t  th e  
w h ole  country  w as on  a  'total w ar footing' 
bu t there w as on e th ing th a t in m y ch ild ish  
u n sop h istica ted  w ay I  d id  know  abou t. T he  
w h ole  country  w as en jo in ed  to sav e th is or  
save that, coa l, electricity , w ood, iron, w a­



ter, an y th in g .

I  reca ll the drive to save water. We w ere given  
to u n derstan d  th a t it w as u n patriotic  an d  
very w astefu l to u se m ore than  fo u r  in ch es  
o f  w ater  fo r  a  hath . I  r em em b er  a sk in g  m y  
m o th er  i f  an y o n e  cou ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  m ore  
p a tr io t ic  th a n  th e  K in g  a n d  Q ueen . My 
m oth er  ag reed  th a t no on e cou ld  be. I  then  
a sk e d  i f  they  w ou ld  ba th  in fo u r  in ch es o f  
w ater a n d  m y m oth er  sa id  that, cer ta in ly , 
they  w ou ld  do  the sa m e  as  ev eryon e else. I  
rem em b er  bein g  h o rr ified  a t  th is, that, los­
ing a ll th e ir  d ign ity , they  w ould  b e  fo r c ed  
to sit o r  lie in fo u r  in ches  o f  w ater  b eca u se  
the P rim e M in ister h a d  sa id  so. T h eir  d ig­
nity w as fu r th er  com p ou n d ed , in m y ey es , 
by the fa c t  th a t I  w as b a th ed  in an  oval g a l­
v an ised  ba th  w ith outw ard ly  slop in g  sides  
an d  a b ou t three fe e t  long by two fe e t  w ide  
a t  the top, set on  a  tab le  in the scu llery . I  
kn ew  o f  no o th e r  w ay  a n d  I  thou g h t th e  
roy a l fa m ily  w ould  do  the sam e, bu t in a  
bigger b a th  in a  bigger room  w ith a  servan t 
to p o u r  in th e water. My m oth er  didn't d is ­
illu sion  m e - 1 w on der why?

Our return to C astle Street a n d  th e con stan t  
n aval an d  m ilitary  activity in the low er p a r t  
o f  the tow n greatly  in creased  the b a la n ce  
h e ld  in m y 'm em ory  bank'. W ith the taking  
over o f  the skatin g  r in k  on the s e a fr o n t  a n d  
its con v ers ion  to an  a ir c ra ft  hangar, th e  
R.N.A.S. b eca m e  a  cen tre o f  atten tion  w ith  
its sm a ll m ah og a n y  fly in g  boa ts  (Shorts, I  
th in k) a n d  w ith  a  sq u ad ron  o f  f l o a t  s e a ­
p lan es . T hey  a lso  h a d  two squ adron s o f  a ir ­
cra ft in han gars o f f  R each  R oad  in L an gdon  
an d  som e sm a ll 'B lim ps' o r  sem ir ig id  a ir ­
sh ip s fo r  observ ation  p u rp oses  a t  Guston. 
B ou n d ary  G royne (a lw ays kn ow n  to us as  
C astle Jetty) g en era ted  m u ch  in teresting a c ­
tivity a n d  even  m ore la ter  on w hen  there  
w as bu ilt a  lau n ch in g  runw ay fr o m  w h ich  
tw o-seater p la n e s  w ere cru dely  ca tap u lted  
into the a ir  an d  som etim es, un fortu nately , 
into the sea!

T he lau n ch w ay  con sisted  o f  two long sh a l­

low  w ooden  ch an n els  o f  su itab le  w idth  an d  
span  to fi t  the flo a ts  w h ich  w ere a  s tan d ard  
m od ifica tion  to an  o th erw ise  n orm al lan d-  
b a sed  a ircraft. T he w ooden  ch an n els  w ere 
w ell g rea sed  a n d  b eca u se  o f  th is it w as not 
p o ss ib le  to u se ch o ck s  to restrain  the a ir ­
craft's d es ire  to leap  into the a ir  w hen  the  
throttle w as open ed . I  seem  to rem em b er  
th a t the a ir cra ft  w as h e ld  b a c k  by  a s  m an y  
a irm en  as  cou ld  fin d  som e p a r t  o f  it to h o ld  
on  to o r  p u s h  a g a in s t . T h e  en g in e  w as  
op en ed  up a n d  on  the ord er  'C hocks Away' 
a ll the a irm en  d rop p ed  to the groun d an d  
the a ero p la n e  leap t o f f  th e en d  o f  the je tty  
and, qu ite frequ en tly , into the air. I  can n ot  
believ e  th a t even  in those d ay s the R.N.A.S. 
w ould h av e ap proved  o f  su ch  a  dangerou s  
operation  a n d  though I  can  c lear ly  see  it in  
m y m ind's eye, I  th in k  the p ictu re m ust have  
a  h igh ly  im ag in ativ e con ten t triggered by  
th e  s igh t o f  a  crow d  o f  a irm en  w atch in g  
w h at w as then, to a  you n gster o f  m y ten der  
age, som eth in g  very novel .

In  1915, on  th e  n orth -eastern  s id e  o f  the  
jetty , a  con crete slipw ay  w as bu ilt fo r  the  
lau n ch in g  a n d  b each in g  o f  both  fly in g  boats  
a n d  seap lan es . L a te r  on, a n o th e r  h an g ar  
w as erected  on  the eastern  s id e  o f  the s e a ­
p la n e  sh ed  a n d  this a lso  h a d  its ow n con ­
crete slipw ay. T here  w as a  w inding-m otor  
h ou se a t  the s id e  o f  e a ch  hangar, and, run­
ning over p u lley s  an d  crossing  the road , a  
w ire to h au l the a ircra ft  on  a  crad le, up to 
the h a rd  standing.

On the w estern  s id e  o f  the je tty  th ere w as  
often , esp ec ia lly  to us ch ildren , th e fa s c i ­
nating  sight, on  som e h igh  tides, o f  on e o f  
the little fly in g  boa ts  b ein g  h o is ted  out o f  
the w ater  by  cran e an d  d ep os ited  on the se a  
fron t, w h ere  th e  'loo' now  stands. I f  th ey  
w ere se rv ic eab le  an d  op era tion a lly  ready , 
the little fly in g  boa ts  lay  a t  a n ch o r  a  cou ­
p le  o f  h u n dred  m etres out. F or h ea v ier  o r  
m ore in tricate m a in ten an ce  w ork they  w ere  
lifted  out by  crane.


