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H ow  d o  y ou  kn ow  w h e th e r  it is o ld , o r  a  
rep rod u ction ?  T h is  is th e  q u es tion  th a t  I  
a m  fr eq u en t ly  a s k e d  hy p e o p le  fa s c in a t e d  
hy S ta ffo rd sh ir e  fig u res  a n d  a n im a ls  a n d  
w h o  w ou ld  lik e  to c o l le c t  hu t a r e  fr ig h t ­
en e d  o f  b e in g  so ld , a  rep rod u ction  in s tea d  
o f  th e  r e a l  th in g , b y  a n  u n sc r u p u lo u s  
d ea ler .
I  te ll th em  th a t  it is by  con tin u ou sly  h a n ­
d lin g  a n d  by  c o m p a r in g  o ld  w ith  n ew  a n d  
by  n otin g  th e  d if fe r en c e s  (a n d  th ere  a r e

a u ction s  a n d  lo o k in g  a t  item s f o r  sa le . A sk  
th e  a u c t io n e e r  q u es t io n s , th en  f e e l  th e  
w eight, lo o k  a t  th e  g laze, th e  craz in g  a n d  
th e  m od e llin g . B u y  a  rep rod u ction  p ie c e  
fr o m  a  r e ta ile r  o f  m o d ern  c h in a  a n d  c o m ­
p a r e  th e  d if fe r e n c e s ; ev en tu a lly  y o u r  ey e  
w ill g et  tu n ed  in. I f  a  p ie c e  is ra re  don 't 
w orry  too m u ch  a b o u t  th e  o d d  ch ip  a n d  
h a ir l in e  c ra c k , b u t m a k e  su re  th a t  y o u  
tak e  a  n ote  o f  an y  restora tion . O nce ag a in  
a s k  th e  a u c t io n e e r  if, to th e ir  kn ow ledge ,
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m an y ), th a t  th ey  w ill ev en tu a lly  b e  a b le  
to tell, a s  I  ca n  now, th e  g en u in e  fr o m  th e  
f a k e  fr o m  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  room .
I  su ggest th a t  sk ills  o f  th is  so r t  c a n  b e  d e ­
v e lo p ed  by, f o r  ex am p le , g o in g  to v iew  a t

a  p ie c e  h a s  b een  restored . O bviou sly , th e  
p r ic e  s h o u ld  b e  c h e a p e r  i f  th e se  d e fe c ts  
a re  p r e s en t  bu t it is so m etim es  n ec e ssa ry  
to h a v e  su ch  p ie c e s  in a  co llec tio n . 
S ta f fo rd s h ir e  c o l le c t in g  is an  a b s o r b in g



h o b b y , a n d  fig u res  c a n  b e  c o l le c t e d  a c ­
cord in g  to in d iv id u a l in terests a n d  m ean s. 
F or  ex a m p le , th e re  a r e  m a n y  th e a t r ic a l  
fig u res  a n d  groups, a s  w ell a s  p o lit ic ia n s ,  
re lig iou s su b jects , roy a lty  an d , o f  cou rse, 
a n im a ls . W ith su ch  p o te n t ia l  a v a i la b le  it 
s h o u ld  b e  p o s s ib le  to d ev e lo p  a  th e m a tic  
co lle c t io n .
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A n im a l su b jec ts  a r e  p a r t ic u la r  fa v o u r ite  
a n d  so  w e h a v e  sh eep , cow , h o rs e  a n d  dog  
c o l le c t io n s  (a l l  v ery  p o p u la r )  a n d  it is 
p o s s ib le  to h a v e  m an y  v a r ia t io n s  w ith in  
th e  c h o s e n  su b ject. T h e  costs  v ary  a c c o r d ­
in g  to ag e  a n d  rar ity  a n d  so m et im es  w ith  
th e  l o c a t i o n  in  w h ic h  th e  p i e c e  w a s  
bou ght. A W alton  sh e e p  w ith  a  s ig n atu re  
w ith in  th e  c a r to u c h e  on  th e  b a c k  is g o in g  
to b e  m u ch  m ore  ex p en siv e  th an  a  m ore  
c o m m o n  t h e a t r i c a l  p i e c e ,  f o r  e x a m p le  
G arr ick  a s  R ich a r d  III.

T h ere  a r e  m a n y  ex ce llen t  r e fe r en c e  b o o k s  
w ritten  on  th is  su b jec t  w h ich  a r e  w ell i l­
lu s tra ted  a n d  in v a lu a b le  to b o th  th e  b e ­
g in n er  a n d  th e  expert.
T h e  b e s t  kn ow n  o f  th e se  is th e  b o o k  S ta f­
fo r d s h ir e  P ortra it  F igu res  by  PD G ordon- 
Pugh w h ich  cov ers  th e  V ictor ian  p e r io d  
fr o m  1837-1900.
T h e r e  w e r e  h o w e v e r ,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
n u m b e r  o f  p o t t e r s  w o rk in g  v ery  p r o l i f i-  
ca lly  fr o m  a ro u n d  1750 on w ards, fo r  ex ­
a m p le , th e  W ood fa m ily , N ea le  a n d  Co, 
P ratt, a n d  L a rk in  a n d  P oole. In  th e  ea r ly  
1800's w e h a v e  O b a d ia h  S herrat, C h ar le s  
T itten sor  a n d  Jo h n  W alton  a n d  ex a m p les  
o f  w ork  by  a n y  o f  th e se  p o tte r s  w ill g ra c e  
an y  co lle c t io n  o f  w orth . You w ill f in d  th e  
a fo r em e n tio n e d  in  b o o k s  su ch  a s  E n g lish  
P ottery  a n d  P o rc e la in  by  G eo ffrey  W ills, 
S ta f fo r d s h ir e  F ig u res  b y  Jo h n  H a ll a n d  
S ta f fo r d s h ir e  P o tte ry  T h e  T r ib a l A rt o f  
E n g lan d  by  A n th on y  Oliver.
A n o th e r  g o o d  so u r c e  o f  r e fe r e n c e  is, o f  
cou rse , m u seu m s . T h e  B r it is h  M u seu m  
a n d  th e  V ictor ia  a n d  A lb er t  M useum  in  
L o n d o n  a r e  w ell w orth  a  v isit. T h ere  is 
a l s o  t h e  F i t z w i l l i a m  in  C a m b r id g e ,  
B rig h ton  M u seum  an d , o f  cou rse, a t  th e  
c en tr e  o f  th e  in d u s try , th e  m u seu m  in  
Stoke-on-T rent. N ot so  obv iou s, bu t a ffo r d ­
ing g re a t  p le a s u r e  w ou ld  b e  a  trip  to th e  
T h ea tr e  M useum  a t  C oven t G arden  w h ich  
h a s  a  v ery  c o m p r e h e n s iv e  S ta f fo rd s h ir e  
c o lle c t io n  o f  a c to rs  a n d  ac tresses .
A n d  th is  is, o f  cou rse , w h a t  m a k e s  p o r ­
tra it fig u res  su ch  a  fa s c in a t in g  su b jec t ; it 
is th e  s o c ia l  s c e n e  o f  th e  tim e in  w h ich  
th ey  w ere  m a d e . N o o th e r  co u n try  h a s  
su ch  a  c o m p reh en s iv e  re co rd  in  p o tte ry  o f  
th e  in terests  a n d  a tt itu d es  o f  th e  p e r io d  
fr o m  1750 to 1900.
I  h o p e  th a t  th is  a r t ic le  h a s  w h etted  th e  
a p p e t ite  o f  b o th  th e  w ou ld -b e  a n d  p r e s en t  
co llec to rs  a n d  th a t  w h en  y ou  v is it a n tiq u e  
sh op s , an tiq u e  fa i r s  a n d  even  b o o t  fa i r s  
y o u  w ill lo o k  ou t fo r  th e se  co lo u r fu l o b ­
je c ts  a n d  a p p r e c ia te  th em  w ith  new  eyes.


