
The Victorians in Dover

A special exhibition on life, work and play in Victorian Dover
T he tem porary  exh ib ition  a t  D over M useum  
this su m m er covers every a sp ect o f  V ictorian  
life ; h om e, p eo p le , dr&ss, jew e lle ry , h ou se­
h o ld  e ffec ts , k itch en w are, ch in a  a n d  ch il­
dren's toys an d  hooks.
One o f  the section s on p eo p le  dep icts a  Do-

h r ig a d e  b e fo r e  its e m b a r k a t io n  f o r  th e  
C rim ean  W ar a n d  a ls o  th e  p ic tu re  o f  the  
'S team  P a c k e t  Q uays a t  W estern  D o c k s , 
1845:
A m ong m y favou rites are  two sp len d id  p ic ­
tures by  W illiam  Burgess. One o f  these is o f
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ver fa m ily  ca lled  Fox an d  includes their fa m ­
ily tree. A pparently  in the eighteen  hun dreds  
the average fa m ily  h a d  six ch ildren . A n other  
d isp lay  fo cu ses  on  w ell-know n D over fa m i­
lies w ith a  p ictu re o f  the m arriage o f  H enry  
M ow ll an d  G ertrude W orsfold in 1889. T here  
are  a lso  sections on 'Empire' an d  'Industry  
an d  In ven tion '.
T here a re  m an y  interesting o ld  p ictu res an d  
p h o to g r a p h s  sh o w in g  D ov er  s tree ts  a n d  
bu ild ings, m ost o f  them  o f  the last two d ec ­
ad e s  o f  th e  n in eteen th  cen tury . M any o f  
th ese give 'then  an d  n ow ' shots u n d er the  
h ead in g  o f 'V anished Victorian Dover', w ith  
m ain  streets like B en ch  Street, Biggin Street 
an d  W orthington Lane. Others o ffe r  n osta l­
g ic shots o f  p la c es  or bu ild ings long sin ce  
gone; C om m ercia l Quay an d  the ban d stan d  
in G ranville G ardens .
T here a re  p len ty  o f  pa in tin gs o f  h istoric in ­
terest. I  like the on e en titled  *F ie ld  D ay fo r  
the H ig h lan d  B rigade, 1857', show in g  the

the 'Wellington P avilion  1839'. This w as built 
in the su m m er o f  1839, on lan d  ow ned  by  
D over Priory, to ce lebra te  the first  d eca d e  o f  
the D uke o f  Wellington's tim e as L ord  War­
den  o f  the C inque Ports. In  the p ictu re the  
Town H all (M aison D ieu) can  b e  seen  on the  
le ft o f  the pav ilion .
Two e labora te  en tertain m ents w ere h e ld  in  
the pav ilion , a  ban qu et on 30th August an d  
a  b a ll on  th e 5th Septem ber. Burgess p ro ­
du ced  pictures o f  both  these events. T he o th er  
lithograph the m useum  h as chosen  to exh ib it 
show s the C inque Ports B all.
T hese two p ic tu res  con ju red  up su ch  a  vi­
sion  o f  the p eo p le  o f  D over flo ck in g  to the  
site that I  d eterm in ed  to fin d  out m ore abou t  
the ce lebra tion s and, a  few  d ay s later, set 
o f f  fo r  D over library  to see  w hat I  cou ld  un­
cover. I  w as lucky. T he library  h a d  a  copy  o f  
the 'Dover Telegraph' o f  1839 on m icro f i le  
an d  there the ban qu et w as d escr ib ed  in g reat  
deta il in the w eek  it occu rred  an d  the ball,



o f  ra th er  lesser interest, in the n ew spaper o f  
the fo llow in g  w eek.
The Cinque Ports Banquet and Ball 

at the Wellington Pavilion
ftq p o rt b y  M efrriZ fitfe ty  from  {fief D ow r 
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In  1839 A rthu r W ellesley, D uke o f  W elling­
ton, h a d  h e ld  the position  o f  L ord  W arden  
o f  the C inque Ports fo r  ten years. H e con tin ­
u ed  in the p o s t  until h is d ea th  in 1852. T he  
du ke w as very p op u la r  an d  the id ea  o f  a  gran ­
d iose  celebration  to m ark  h is firs t  d eca d e  as  
Lord  W arden caught the attention  o f  the p u b ­
lic.
T he n ew spaper artic le  d escrib in g  the b a n ­
quet covered  a  com plete p ag e  o f  fo u r  colum ns  
in th e  'D over T elegraph  an d  C inque P ort 
Advertiser'.
It  began, ' On Friday, the 30th August, this 
m ost sp len d id  an d  m ag n ificen t en terta in ­
m en t took  p la c e  a t  Dover. T he C inque Ports 
united  to ce leb ra te  the event o f  the greatest 
C om m an d er in the world, bein g  th e ir L ord  
W arden, a n d  to c o m m e m o r a te  it w ith  a  
sp len dou r an d  to an  extent w h ich  w ill show  
to fu ture ages how  E nglishm en  in the n in e­
teenth  century hon ou red  the m an  to w hom  
E urope ow ed  its re lease  from  the y o k e  o f  a  
tyrant, an d  to w hom  his fe llow  coun trym en  
w ere in d eb ted  fo r  th e ir ex istence a s  a  fr e e  
peop le, an d  fo r  the security o f  th eir n ation a l 
glory  an d  renown.'
T he en thu siastic  reporter con tin u ed  in this 
vein fo r  the rest o f  the long article. F irst h e  
d escr ib ed  the bu ild ing  o f  the p av ilion  oppo­
site  th e  M aison  Dieu, w h ich  took  sev era l  
w eeks  a n d  co s t n ea r ly  £1200 , u sing  fo u r  
hu n dred  load s o f  timber. It  h a d  n ecessary  
offices, covered  w ays an d  lob b ies  a n d  the  
en tran ce  w as fo r m e d  by  a  cov ered  lob b y  
d ecora ted  w ith flags.
'On entering w e b eh e ld  a  spectacle, w h ich  to 
d escrib e  is a lm ost im possible. T he rich  co l­
ours o f  the ban n ers an d  flag s w ith the var­
ied  an d  sp len d id  designs o f  the tapestry, the  
gold  an d  silv er glittering in the rays o f  light,

the in n u m erab le n u m ber o f  p erson s present, 
the beau ty  an d  e legan ce o f  the ladies' g a l­
lery, the long array  o f  nobility , an d  abov e  
a ll the n ob le du ke h im self, crea ted  a  scene, 
w hich  to b e  app rec ia ted  as it deserved, m ust 
have been  witnessed.'
H ow  the read er  w ishes sh e  cou ld  have seen  
it!
Next a ll the im portan t p erson ag es  p re sen t  
w ere n am ed , long lists o f  lords an d  earls. 
T hen  the in terior o f  the p av ilion  is described , 
deta ilin g  a ll  th e ch a n d e lie r s  a n d  w indow  
lights, a ll the arm am en ts, coats-of-arm s an d  
w h ole- len g th  fig u res  lin in g  th e  g a lle r ie s .  
A m ong them  a ll the d isp lay  o f  the Duke's 
arm s w as resp len den t again st a  su spen ded  
drap ery  o f  p in k  a n d  w h ite stripes. In  the  
cen tre w as th e Q ueen's coat-o f-arm s, su r­
rou n ded  by  flag s  b elon g in g  to th e C inque  
Ports Volunteer R egim ent. A bove this w as a  
trophy, com p osed  o f  a  cuirass, h e lm et an d  
oth er  arm s taken  from  the fie ld  o f  W aterloo  
an d  the w ord  'W aterloo' in scribed  betw een  
two stands o f  m uskets an d  a  scroll supported  
by eagles.
T he p la te  service w as m agnificent, the knives  
having  h an d les  o f  gold, a ll borrow ed  from  a  
firm  in the City o f  London . T here w ere fo u r  
d ifferen t sources prov id in g  the d in n er an d  
the wines.
T h ere  w ere tw enty-six tables, 25 a t  ea ch , 
twenty-six ditto 23 a t  each , one ditto 124 an d  
the Duke's tab le  172. 29 quarters o f  lam b; 
56 d ish es  roast veal; 56 ditto b o iled  b ee f; 120 
cou p le ch icken s; 40 turkey p ou lts; 28 ham s; 
56 tongues; 120 p ig eon  p ie s ; 240 ven ison  
ditto; 180 fru it ditto; 160 custard  puddings; 
200 lobsters; 200 sa lads, cucum bers, p ic k ­
les, etc.
T he artic le  goes on  to say  that the on ly  cau se  
fo r  com p la in t seem ed  to b e  in the a tten dan ce  
o f  the w aiters, am on g  w hom  there a p p ea red  
a  w ant o f  m an ag em en t ra th er  than  a  d e fi­
c iency  in n um bers !
As the hou r fo r  d in n er ap p roach ed  a ll the  
streets lead in g  to the P riory  M eadow  w ere  
a lm ost im passab le. A guard  o f  h on ou r o f  the



27  th (Inn iskilling) R egim ent m arch ed  from  
the Castle. F inally , a t  a  few  m inutes to five, 
the D uke w as seen  driving from  W alm er in 
h is p h a eto n  an d  p a ir  an d  drove through the 
streets to tum ultuous cheering. Guns w ere 
f ir ed  from  the A rtillery a t  the H eights an d  
chu rch  hells rang. T he D uke w as received  a t  
the M aison  D ieu hy the M ayor an d  R ecorder  
o f  D over an d  con du cted  through a  d ou b le  
line o f  n ob lem en  an d  gentlem en , including  
the arch itec t o f  the pav ilion .
As H is Grace, d ressed  in the cinque ports' 
uniform , p a s s ed  from  the porta l, u n der the  
ladies' ga llery  a lon g  the entire centre o f  the  
pav ilion , an d  through a  line fo rm ed  o f  those  
a ssem b led  to do  h im  honour, the m ost en ­
thusiastic  an d  rapturous greetings m et his

ear. T he lad ies  w aved  th e ir  h an d kerch ie fs  
an d  the fin e  b an d  o f  the 11th dragoons struck  
up, 'S ee th e  co n q u er in g  h ero  com es'. On 
reach in g  h is c h a ir  the D uke w as again  s im i­
larly  greeted  nor d id  the ch eerin g  cea se  un­
til the trum pet sou n ded  fo r  silence.
T he artic le  reported  t h a t 'a fter  the cloth  w as  
cleared' the toasts began  an d  gave in som e  
deta il a ll the toasts an d  sp eech es  w h ich  fo l­
lowed. T he fu ll a ccou n t covered  h a l f  a  p ag e  
o f  the new spaper.
T he celebration s w ere not over. On the fo l ­
low ing T hursday, 5th Septem ber, a  G rand  
Festival B a ll w as h e ld  in the pav ilion  b efo re  
it w as d ism antled . Once again  this event w as  
reported  in the D over Telegraph, a lthou gh  
in less d eta il than  th a t given fo r  the b a n ­

The Cinque Ports Banquet 
Lithograph by William Burgess Published 1839 

View o f the interior o f the Wellington Pavilion, from the Ladies Balcony. The gentlemen are at 
their tables with dignitaries and Wellington on the dais in the background.

The illustration also provides excellent detail in the decoration, also designed by Burgess. Hung 
above the dais were the Royal Arms, the coat-of-arms o f Wellington, the Cinque Ports Volunteers 

flags and trophies taken at the battle o f Waterloo.
Text © Dover Museum.
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quet.
T he ha ll w as atten ded  by  the D uke o f  Well­
ington , severa l o f  the p r in c ip a l county fa m i­
lies an d  m ost o f  the lead in g  in hab itan ts o f  
the town an d  neighbou rhood . T he n u m ber  
o f  tickets so ld  w as 940. A ll the decoration s  
rem ain ed  from  the banquet, the on ly  a ltera ­
tion bein g  the rem oval o f  the tab les that oc­
cu p ied  the centre, w here a  flo o r  fo r  dan cin g  
w as la id  dow n. Mount's b an d  p la y e d  from  
the ga llery  th a t fo rm ed  the dais, w hile, a t  
the o th er  en d  o f  the h a ll w ere the ban d s o f  
the 90th an d  27th regim ents, w h ich  p la y e d  
p ieces  a ltern ately  betw een  the dances. E labo ­

rate re fresh m en ts  w ere served  on  m assiv e  
p lates .
T he Duke, in h is usu al dress, arrived  a t nine 
a n d  stay ed  until h a l f  p a s t  eleven , 'during  
w hich  tim e h e  w as m oving a bou t am on g  the  
groups o f  dancers, conversing a ffa b ly  w ith  
m an y  gen tlem en , and, w e understand, ex­
p ressed  h im s e l f  h igh ly  g ratified  by  the m ag­
n ificen ce an d  sp len dou r o f  the scene'.
T he artic le  w ent on to list a ll the m ost im ­
p ortan t guests attending  the ball.
A footn ote  to the a ccou n t reported  that, on  
the fo llow in g  d ay  the D uke en terta in ed  the  

o f  th e  C in qu e P orts a t  d in n er  a t

The Cinque ffl&lwBttl£astle.
Lithograph by William Burgess Published 1839 

View o f the interior o f the Wellington Pavilion, Dover, where a ball to celebrate the ten years o f 
the Duke o f Wellington as Lord Warden o f the Cinque Ports in 1839, was being held.

The guest o f honour, the Duke o f Wellington, can be seen in the left foreground.
Text © Dover Museum.
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