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T he Society an d  its predecessor, T he New D o­
ver Group, believed  in an d  cam paign ed  fo r  a  
riverside w alk  over m an y y ears w ithout suc­
cess. T he Society wrote to the Town Council 
in O ctober 2002 asking i f  they w ould b e  p re ­
p ared  to fin an ce  a  survey o f  the river, to iden­
tify opportu n ities an d  how  they  m ight b e  
achieved. We w ere also  con cerned  abou t how  
the river cou ld  b e  best m ain ta in ed  an d  the  
resou rces requ ired . At the N ovem ber 2002  
m eeting M ike Webb, M anager o f  D over Tbwn 
Centre d escribed  its R iverwatch project. A ny­
one reading the loca l press cannot escape the 
enthusiasm  an d  support fo r  R iverwatch an d  
its cleansing program m e. For so m any Dovo- 
rians the river is special, but we d esp a ir  o f  
any  action  to realise its potential.
A survey shou ld  look to the long term ;  any  
m ajor changes to the river w ould require sub­
stantial resources an d  positive o ffic ia l support 
over m an y years.
T he Tbwn Council m ad e a  grant fo r  a  survey  
by Dr. Paul Bolas, an  expert responsible fo r  
the changes to the river a t  B u cklan d  p a p er  
m ill site. Paul has local connections; h is w ife 
is a  loca l girl from  River. M ike Weston an d  I  
have accom p an ied  h im  twice along  the river 
ban k  and, I  hope, prov ided  h im  with both  lo­
ca l in form ation  an d  details o f  the Society's 
thinking. It w as instructive fo r  us. Weeds are  
im portant an d  shou ld  cover abou t 50% o f  the 
river bed ; they are  the h om e o f  the inverte­
brates upon w hich  the fish  live. You m ight 
think that o ld  bricks or a  lum p o f  concrete in 
the river bottom  is rubbish  to b e  c leared  out. 
Not so, they are a  base  on w hich  w eeds grow  
an d  therefore to be  valued.
Paul invited us to look  a t the changes to the 
D our a t B u cklan d  p a p er  mill. T he ban ks re­
tain the concrete from  the industrial past, but 
the river is now exposed to view. T he restora­
tion includes a  fish  ladder, lake  an d  island, it 
only requires landscaping. Any developm ent  
o f  this site shou ld  allow  fo r  p u b lic  access an d

be  p a rt  o f  any  riverside walk.
Paul produ ced  his report in May. H e show ed  
the sp ec ia l nature o f  th e D our as  a  c h a lk  
stream . A lthough there are m an y threats to 
it, it h as  no w astew ater discharges. T he vari­
ety o f  plants, aquatic life an d  w ildlife is lim ­
ited, but there is poten tia l fo r  it to b e  restored  
to a  rich er hab ita t including m igratory fish  
e.g. sea  trout, salm on.
M ost D ovorians think that the river only needs 
to b e  cleared  o f  rubbish  to tidy it up. T he re­
p ort details m uch rich er possibilities, w hich  
i f  realised  w ould m ake  the river a  great asset. 
A restored R iver D our could be  a  tourist a t­
traction  w ith  g rea t econ om ic  ben efits . A l­
though the report only dea ls w ith the stretch  
covered by the Council's a rea  o f  authority it 
is c lear  that the river m ust be d ea lt w ith as a  
w hole. Pollution upstream  affects the w hole. 
A riverside w alk shou ld  cover the w hole length 
o f  the river.
T he report includes id eas o f  how  the river  
m ight b e  developed, fo r  exam ple a  p a th  an d  
w ild life rest a rea  betw een  L o m e  R oad  an d  
London  R oad  based  upon the o ld  flou r  m ill 
m illpond. T he stretch by B arton  Path is too 
w ide fo r  the volum e o f  w ater an d  a  narrow ­
ing o f  the chan n el w ith p a r t  o f  the riverbed  
becom ing a  w ildlife a rea  is proposed . Two fish  
ladders w ould assist m igratory fish  to sw im  
up the river to spaw n. T he report contains  
m any other ideas.
A w alk a lon g  the river reveals that properties  
b ack  onto it; a  restored river could p ersu ad e  
r e s id en ts  a n d  d ev e lo p er s  th a t  p r o p e r t ie s  
shou ld  fa c e  the river. Such a  change w ould be  
p r o o f  indeed  o f  success o f  our ideas.
We are now  lobbying D over District Council 
to convene a  steering com m ittee w hose m em ­
bers w ould include D over Tbwn Council, D o­
ver Tbwn Centre M anagem ent (Riverwatch), 
R iver Parish Council, T he D over Society an d  
E nvironm ent Agency. They should, using the  
B olas Report, be  responsible fo r  preparin g  an



16
action  p lan  fo r  approval an d  subsequent im ­
p lem entation .
I  w ould like to th ink that we are a t  the begin­
ning o f  a  serious p rocess fo r  the long term  de­
velopm ent o f  the river. T he B olas R eport gives

a  p icture o f  w hat is possible. D over has a  h is­
tory o f  neglecting the river in particu lar  an d  
its assets generally  however, so we sha ll n eed  
great good  fortune an d  determ ination  i f  there 
is to b e  a  chan ge fo r  the better.

C om e an d  Jo in  U s ..............

Update on (Cowgnate Cem etery Clearance
b y  L qg lety  (cordon

G reat progress on the c lea ran ce  o f  Cowgate 
C em etery  m ea n s  th a t th e  Society , in  th e  
hopes o f  encouraging visits by  m em bers, h as  
d ec id ed  to o ffe r  a  fr e e  gu id ed  w a lk  o f  the  
area , com b in in g  it w ith  a  4H eritag e D ay' 
opportunity to view  the delightfu l U nitarian  
C hurch nearby.
T he gu id ed  tour w ill com m en ce  a t  11am on  
Sunday 14th Septem ber. P lease  a ss em b le  a t  
the A lban y  P lace  ca r  p a r k  (no charges on  
S undays), w h ich  is con ven ien tly  situ ated  
betw een  the two sites. F irst w e w ill take a  
very sh ort w alk  to the cem etery  to view  the

w ork don e by  the society  an d  learn  a  little 
o f  its h istory  an d  som e o f  the sad  tales that  
the gravestones an d  vaults b ea r  w itness to. 
T hen  it is a n o th e r  sh ort w alk  b a c k  to the  
U nitarian C hurch a t  the bottom  o f  A drian  
Street. T here w ill a lso  b e  the ch an ce  to view  
a  very interesting art exh ib ition  by  m em bers  
o f  the chu rch  an d  tea  an d  cak es  w ill b e  on  
o ffer  to fin ish .
This shou ld  b e  a  very p le a sa n t w ay to p a ss  
an  hou r o r  two on a  Sunday m orning, so  do  
bo o k  the d a te  in y ou r  d iaries.
See you  a ll then.

A Miracle off Music

J&C&: M /oo/ford  
The concert o f  Friday April 25, w as unique in 
m y 50 y e a r s  in D over. T h e  star, Yuri 
Tykhonenko, is a  world-class p ian ist o f  great 
techn ical brilliance from  Moscow. I  chose my 
seat so that I  could see the keyboard  and  never 
saw  fingers deliver m ore power, aw esom e but 
delicate. Nor did I  ever h ear  m ore deeply heart­
fe lt  music-making. In the first session it was, 
A lb en iz  a p a r t , w h o lly  R u ss ian , fr o m  
K hachaturian  to Prokofiev's 44Love o f  the T hee 
Oranges" an d  Rachm aninov's 44Prelude: in C 
Sharp Minor". Yuri then partn ered  Dover's Ni­
cholas H arby in p ian o  duets o f  Grieg's Nor­
w egian  D ances, w h ich  aga in  4brou ght the  
house down'.
Next cam e the startling contrast o f  Poulenc's 
Sonata fo r  Flute and Piano, fau ltlessly  p lay ed  
by E lizabeth Luckhurst and  N icholas Harby. 
Pure classical m usic then properly had  its turn

w hen E lizabeth p lay ed  a  H andel flu te sonata  
accom pan ied  on the harpsichord  by Dr. L inda  
Keen w ho went on to p lay , equally brilliantly, 
solo Preludes by one o f  Bach's forerunners. 
There was no tim e fo r  interval. The fin a le  was 
a  dazzling display o f  virtuosity to m atch that 
o f  the composer, Liszt him self: his Funerailles, 
the forgotten Waltz in C# M inor and  Hungar­
ian R hapsody No 6 in D Minor. A fter a  storm  
o f  applause, curtains opened at the back  o f  
the stage to reveal E lizabeth Luckhurst w heel­
ing in a  m ountain bicycle, a  surprise gift fo r  
Yuri, w hich he prom ptly m ounted and  rode 
o f f  the stage.
The Dover Society is proud  to have helped  to 
organise this unforgettable occasion. T hanks  
are due to Dover Town Council an d  its Deputy 
Tbwn Clerk Jam es Sum m erfield fo r  sponsor­
ship, the Dover Mercury fo r  printing and  p u b ­
licity, Astor College fo r  the Arts fo r  a  p er fect 
venue an d  p ia n o  an d  m ost o f  a ll N icholas  
H arby and  Yuri Tljkhonenko.


