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Mfendi -  ffe fp o rtq d  b y  M vrriZ  Z sitfefjr
O ur P r e s id e n t , B r ig a d ie r  A th e r to n  w as  
p osted  to D over in Spring 1976. At the tim e  
the a rch itec t  then  in charge o f  th e  castle , 
M ichael K orm an ic , h a d  p lan s  to convert the  
n ineteenth  century Salvin bu ild ing; the o ld  
Officer's M ess, into an  In terpretativ e C en­
tre'. H e en visaged  three d ifferen t types o f  res­
taurant, a  c in em a, an  edu cation  a rea  an d  a  
lecture hall. H e w anted  the th em e o f  the d e ­
cor  in the en trance h a ll to b e  m ilitaria , in ­
cluding lists o f  the regim ents w h ich  h a d  been  
station ed  a t  the castle  p a in ted  on the p a n ­
e lled  w alls. H e suggested to Mrs. A therton  
that sh e  m ight try to com p ile  the list. She

through this work, I  con fess to bein g  u n a­
sh am ed ly  dotty abou t the castle!'
Mrs. A therton  started  by  fin d in g  a  few  regi­
m ents n am ed  in Bavington-Jones' A n nals o f  
D over an d  Statham 's H istory o f  Dover. Next 
sh e  ob ta in ed  a  list from  the h istorica l bran ch  
o f  the M inistry o f  D efence, w h ich  w as on D o­
ver on ly  an d  started  in 1800. On visiting the  
MOD library  in W hitehall, sh e  m et som e­
one w ho p ron ou n ced  the jo b  im possib le  and, 
w hile this in itia lly  d ism ay ed  her, it su bse­
quently acted  like the p rov erb ia l red rag. She 
w as determ in ed  to give it a  try.
T he firs t p rob lem  en coun tered  w as that as

The Officer's Mess

told  us, T don't th in k  h e  h a d  an y  id ea  w hat 
h e  w as ask in g  m e to do and, as a  com plete  
novice, I  certa in ly  h a d  no id ea  w h at I  w as 
taking on!'
As sh e  w ent on  to say, the p rop osed  conver­
sion  w as a b a n d o n ed  bu t by  that tim e sh e  
w as h ooked . She said, I've been  a t it on  an d  
o f f  ever since, abou t 25 y ea rs  (ra th er  m ore  
o f f  than  on!) and, hav ing  lived a t  the castle  
fo r  fiv e  y ea rs  an d  kep t m y in terest sin ce then

w ell as the castle  D over h a d  a  n u m ber o f  
barracks, the C itadel, South Front, D rop R e­
doubt, A rchcliffe  Fort an d  F ortB u rgoyn e (or  
C astle  H ill F ort), a n d  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  
records ju s t  sta ted  'Dover', so  th a t no list 
cou ld  ever b e  com pletely  accu rate an d  com ­
plete.
She w as steered, by  Gregory B lax land , to the  
P ublic R ecords o ffic e  a t  K ew  an d  adv ised  to 
look  fo r  M arching Orders an d  M onthly R e­



turns. T his u n earth ed  som e v a lu ab le  results. 
For in stan ce one m ight find , A M arching Or­
d er  fr o m  P lym ou th  to D over C astle. 12th  
A pril to 14th M ay, 1764, taking  4Vz weeks.' 
Or an  order from  1781.

'It  is H is m ajesty's P leasu re th a t y ou

than  orig inally  in tended. G radually  a  p ic ­
ture o f  a  p a tt e rn  o f  o c cu p a n cy  b eg a n  to 
em erg e . T h e  c a s t le  w as d e s ig n ed  in  th e  
tw elfth century fo r  up to 1000 m en  an d  100 
h o rs e  in  tim e o f  w a r  o r  siege, bu t o ften  
hou sed  on ly  100 m en  in tim es o f  p ea ce . In

The 77th DC
cau se the com p an ies  o f  Col. R ich's Regi­
m en t o f  Foot u n der y ou r  com m an d  a t  
D over or in D over C astle to m arch  from  
th e ir  p la c es  three d ays b efo re  the e lec ­
tion o f  a  M em ber o f  P arliam en t begins 
th ere , to th e  n ex t a d ja c e n t  P la c e  o r  
P laces, b ey on d  the d istan ce o f  two m iles  
an d  th a t they  do  not return  to D over 
until two days a fter  the election.' 1752. 

A pparently  this h ap p en ed  fo r  every election . 
Our research er  w on dered  w here to start an d  
con sid ered  beginn ing w ith the start o f  the  
Standing A rm y in 1660, bu t then  kep t fin d ­
ing ea r lie r  re feren ces to the Civil W ar p er io d  
a n d  ea r lie r  m ed iev a l tim es a n d  so  the re­
sea rch , w h ich  w as rap id ly  a ssu m in g  th e  
fo rm  o f  a  book , began  a t  a  m u ch  ea r lie r  date

Stuart tim es the castle  w as in a  state o f  d is­
rep a ir  a n d  w as very sp a rse ly  garr ison ed . 
D uring the eighteen th  an d  n ineteenth  cen ­
turies on e  cou ld  ea s ily  c h a r t  th e  p e r io d s  
w hen  the coun try  w as a t  war, th e m ilit ia  
being  in occu pation  an d  the regu lar troops 
abroad . By then  the castle  cou ld  a cco m m o ­
d a te  2000 troops. In  p ea ce t im e  the regu lar  
arm y  used  the castle  as w inter quarters. 
E arlier  records m ight b e  in Latin , o r  N or­
m an  French, a n d  in pretty  in d ec ip h erab le  
writing. Often h e lp  w as n eed ed  to read  an d  
tran slate them , bu t som e interesting  fa c ts  
em erged.
One o f  these, fr o m  K ing R ich ard  in 1377, 
show ed  how  the govern or o f  the castle  w as 
severely  ad m on ish ed . H e h a d  u n dertaken  to



keep  30 m en-at-arm s an d  30 archers to gu ard h ie ran ks, a  cap ta in  12 p en ce  o r  16 p en ce , 
the C astle an d  w as p a id  accordingly . W hen p orters 6 p en c e , gunners 6 p en ce , gunner's 
it w as fou n d  th a t h e  w as using on ly  10 m en- m ates 3 pen ce.
at-arm s an d  15 a rch ers  h e  w as told to de- T here w ere m an y  re feren ces to provisions. A  
liver the b a la n ce  o f  the m on ey  h e  h a d  re- docu m en t from  the late tw elfth century gives 
ceived  to the C onstable o f  the C astle an d  in figu res fo r  a  garr ison  o f  1000 m en  fo r  40
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fu tu re to retain  an  ap p rop ria te  n u m ber o f  
m en  to gu ard  the castle. T he report reads,
*.K now  then  that w e are  greatly  am az ed  how  
y ou  a re  w illing an d  d ared  to serve us in this 
m anner, an d  regard it as a  g reat fau lt, an d  
are  very u n happy  becau se  o f  the p er il an d  
m isc h ie f that m ight com e to ou r sa id  castle  
as to our kingdom  through y ou r  fault.' 
(R ichard  I I  w as on ly  10 a t  h is a ccession  in 
1377 so  this w as p ro b a b ly  w ritten fo r  h im  
by Joh n  O f Gaunt).
Wages accounts n eed ed  a  g reat d ea l o f  d ec i­
pherin g . Our research er  w as am az ed  to d is­
cover that rates o f  p a y  d id  not chan ge m u ch  
from  1339 to 1540, w hen  sh e  com p ared  docu ­
m ents from  these years. In  1339 a  kn ight had
2 shillings a  day, 20 m en-at-arm s a t  12 p en ce  
a  day, 40 a t 6 p en ce  a  d ay  an d  40 a rch ers  a t
3 p en c e  each . In  1540, fo r  a lm ost com para-

days.
'Meal fo r  1000 loaves a  day ; 600 gallon s  
o f  w ine (2Vz quarts p e r  m an ); beef, p o rk  
or m utton on 18 days; 100 casks  o f  beef, 
270 hogs, 162 casks  o f  m utton; fish  on  
22 days; 44,000 herrings (5 herrings p e r  
m an), 1320 cods, 6000 s to ck fish  o r  m id ­
d le  cods; cheese, oatm eal, salt, a lm on ds, 
rice, vinegar, p ep p e r  an d  spices, k idn ey  
beans. Wax, cotton an d  b e e f  suet fo r  can ­
d les; s e a  coa l; h ay  fo r  100 horses, 100 
cart loads, 50 ca r t load s o f  litter, 600 
horse shoes, 6000 nails; m utton an d  suet 
tow fo r  w ounded  horses'.

T here are  en tries relating to the 1216 siege, 
to the th irteenth  century civil w ar an d  the  
1267 ‘Statutes o f  the Castle', w h ich  d ecreed  
th ere  sh ou ld  b e  20 w ard ers  on  th e  ca st le  
w alls.



From  the seven teen th  century onw ards there 
w as a  lot o f  m ater ia l to co llec t an d  collate. 
O bviously it w ou ld  b e  im possib le  to m en tion  
a ll h e r  fin d in g s in a  sh o rt ta lk  so  ou r re­
sea rch er  se lected  som e interesting an ecdotes  
fo r  us an d  som e o f  them  are  d escr ib ed  here. 
In  the firs t  h a l f  o f  the seven teen th  century  
w atchm en  an d  so ld iers o f  the ord in ary  g a r­
rison  w ere ap p o in ted  by  the L ord  W arden  
a n d  sw orn in ind iv idu ally  to the King's a lle ­
g iance. T he jo b s  w ere m u ch  sought a fter  as  
they  w ere 'Privileged E xem pted  an d  F reed  
fr om  bein g  R eturned Im p an n elled  or p u t in 
an y  Ju ryes A ssizes or an y  Inquests by  the  
S heriffe ... o r  do  any  Service o f  P erson al At­
ten dan ce in an y  o th er  p la c e  o th er  than  the  
sa id  castle'. Sold iers a lso  m ad e  a  p le a  to be  
exem pt from  the county m usters an d  o th er  
loca l duties an d  w ere excused these. Som e  
gunners lived in but others m ight b e  som e  
distan ce aw ay  an d  d id  not a lw ays an sw er  
the castle  m usters.
Once, in O ctober 1615, there w ere on ly  7 gun­
ners to b e  seen  out o f  16. T he M arshall com ­
p la in ed  th a t som e o f  them  n eglected  th e ir  
duty. W illiam  Eldred, w ho b eca m e M aster  
G unner a t  the C astle in 1619 w rote a  d escrip ­
tion o f  h is id ea  o f  the duties an d  qualities  
o f  a  g ood  gunner, w ho sh ou ld  b e  sober, h on ­
est an d  god-fearing. E ldred  a lso  d escribes the  
fir in g  o f  the 'Basilisco', la ter know n as Queen  
E lizabeth's p o ck e t  Pistol, in 1613, 1617 an d  
1622.
In  1642, w hen  the castle  w as taken  by sur­
p r ise  fo r  P arliam en t by eleven  D ovorians , 
led  by R ichard  D aw kes, there w as a  g arr i­
son  o f  on ly  20 w ith a  ra th er  e lderly  Lt. Gov­
ernor.
In  the ear ly  eighteen th  century a  com pan y  
o f  invalids (abou t 60 m en) w as m ore o r  less 
p erm an en tly  p a r t  o f  the garrison . T hey  w ere 
fo rm ed  from  'Out P ensioners' from  the R oyal 
H ospital, C helsea . In  add ition  there w ere 1 
to 3 com p an ies  o f  in fantry. T he m ain  duty  
w as gu ard ing  Fren ch  an d  S pan ish  p r iso n ­
ers o f  war. M uch gra ffiti in the k eep  dates  
from  this p er iod . F ren ch  prison ers  d escr ib ed

it as 'une p rison  affreuse' (a  frightfu l prison ). 
Over the y ears  there w ere m an y  referen ces  
to d ish on est p ract ices  a t  the castle. Several 
tim es gu n pow der barrels  w ere fou n d  to b e  
f i l led  w ith a sh es  o r  sand. A rrears o f  p a y  w as 
a  recurring com p la in t an d  ch eatin g  the sys­
tem  by not su pply ing  the n u m ber o f  m en  
p a id  for.
In  1753-54 Ja m es  W olfe ( o f  su bsequ en t Que­
b ec  fa m e )  co m m a n d ed  h is reg im en t th ere  
a n d  wrote, 'I  a m  sure th ere  is n ot in the  
King's dom in ion s a  m ore m elan ch o ly  d read ­
fu l w inter station ... the w inds rattle pretty  
b a d  a n d  th e  a ir  is sh a rp , bu t I  su p p o se  
h ea lth y  fo r  it cau ses g reat keen n ess o f  a p p e ­
tite.' H e thought D over socia lly  borin g  but 
the advantages w ere,' w e have no m agistrates 
or in hab itan ts to qu arrel w ith; the sold iers  
are  u n der our im m ed ia te  inspection ; w e can  
preven t them  in an y  evil designs, it w ou ld  
b e  p rison  to a  m an  o f  p lea su re  bu t an  o ffic er  
m ay  p u t up w ith it'...
In  1755-6 so ld iers w ere em p loy ed  a lon gside  
civ ilian  w orkers on m assive bu ild ing  w orks  
carr ied  out a t  this time. In  1756 the w ea th er  
w as atrocious. B roken  w indow s w ere a  fr e ­
quent com p la in t an d  the sold iers w ere happy  
to b la m e  th ese on  the w eather.
In  1803, w hen  W illiam  Pitt w as L ord  W ar­
den, h e  ra ised  a  regim ent o f  three batta lion s  
o f  C inque Ports Volunteers an d  h is nephew , 
Viscount M ahon, com m an d ed  the 1st B a t­
talion. T he regu lar arm y  d id  not th ink m uch  
o f  them .

At the tim e o f  W aterloo there w as m u ch  
tra ffic  through Dover, bo th  goin g  out a n d  
back , a fter  w h ich  the arm y  w as drastica lly  
redu ced  again . In  p ea c e t im e  it w as regarded  
as a  n u isan ce an d  an  un n ecessary  expense.

T here w ere volunteer m ovem ents in 1859, 
1867 an d  1869. On the last two occas ion s  
the m en  w ere rev iew ed  a t D over by  H R H  the  
D uke o f  C am bridge. In  1869 over the E aster  
w eeken d  abou t 25,000 troops from  a ll over  
the country crow ded  into D over fo r  a  m ock  
battle, a ttack in g  the castle  from  the p la tea u  
beh in d .



In  1896-8 w hen  G eneral Sir W illiam  But- 1860 to 1925 w ith sm a ll d etachm en ts o f  in- 
ler w as D eputy C on stable, living in the Con- fan try  on gu ard  duty from  those regim ents 
stable's Tower; L ad y  B utler d id  h er  fam ou s  station ed  on the Western H eights o r  a t  Fort

Steady the Drums and Fifes

p a in tin g  'S teady the D rum s an d  Fifes'. Writ­
ing in h er  au tob iography , sh e  sa id , 'The C as­
tle w as the very id ea l, to m e, o f  a  residence. 
H ere w as H istory , p ic tu resqu en ess, a  w ide 
view  o f  th e  s ilv er  s e a  a n d  the lin e  o f  the  
F ren ch  coast to fr e e  the m in d  o f  in su larity ... 
It w as a  p lea su re  to give d an ces a t  the C on­
stab le's  Tower, a n d  th e  d in n ers  w ere lik e  
fe a s ts  in  fe u d a l tim es u n d er  th a t vau lted  
ceiling  o f  the B an qu eting  H a ll... an d  a  w ind­
ing sta ircase  con du cted  the un appreciative  
L on don  servants by  a  rope to th eir rem ote  
d om iciles ... My studio h a d  a  ba lcon y  w hich  
overhu ng th e m oa t an d  draw bridge. W hat 
cou ld  b e  better than  that?'

D over C astle w as an  artillery  station  from

Lady Butler
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Burgoyne.

Mrs. A therton  told us that sh e  h a d  h a d  
g reat d ifficu lty  w hen  sh e  cam e to the two 
w orld  w ars a s  reporting o f  troop m ovem ents 
w as fo rb id d en . M any o f  h e r  sources d ried  
up. W ar d ia r ies  w ere u sefu l bu t th ose  fo r  
WWI w ere not kept fo r  h om e stations a fter  
the first  few  m onths. T hose fo r  W W II w ere

w ere som e p er iod s  w hen  there w ere no troops 
a t  all.
T h e  on ly  m ilita ry  p r e s en c e  in th e  c a s t le  
n ow adays is fo r  the o ccas ion a l fir in g  o f  gun  
salu tes, fo r  in stan ce to com m em ora te  the  
death  o f  the Queen M other o r  to celebra te  
the Queen's G olden Jubilee. T he D eputy Con­
stable (the sen ior  m ilitary  o ffic er  in the area)

Salute for Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother

better  bu t qu ite com p lica ted  a s  there w ere  
so  m an y  m in or units in the castle. A bove  
g rou n d  th e  m a in  u n it w as a  reg im en t o f  
C oast A rtillery. O perational H Q  w as in the  
casem ates  an d  underground tunnels, w h ich  
w ere greatly  extended  from  1942 to 1943. Ad­
m iral R am say  m asterm in ded  the evacuation  
o f  D unkirk  from  h is H Q  there an d  a  statue  
o f  h im  w as erected  on the c l i f f  top in 2000 to 
com m em ora te  the 60th an n iversary  o f  D un­
kirk.
A fter the w ar the castle  w as a  b a se  fo r  sev­
era l reg im ents p r io r  to th e ir  d epartu re fo r  
operation s in K orea, Suez or K enya. T here

still resides in the C onstable's Tower.
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