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14th APRIL 2003 
refporfefd  fyr M ^ rril L itfetjr

T he fifteen th  A nnu al G eneral M eeting w as 
h eld  on  14th A pril a t  St. M ary's P arish  C en­
tre an d  w as w ell attended.
T he C h a irm an , Terry Sutton, began  by list­
ing apolog ies fo r  ab sen ce  an d  regretting the  
loss o f  m em bers  w ho h a d  d ied  during the  
p a s t  year. T he m inutes o f  the last m eeting  
w ere accep ted  an d  there w ere no m atters aris­
ing.
T he C hairm an  sa id  that the executive com ­
m ittee h a d  b een  very busy throughout the  
year. T he com m ittee took an  active role in 
objectin g  to the in itia l cost-cutting p rop os­
a ls  o f  D over D istrict C ouncil, ch ie fly  re lat­
ing to the p la n n ed  closure o f  D over M useum  
a n d  th e rem ov al o f  the fou n ta in  from  the  
M arket Square.
T he last o f  the Society's b lu e p la q u es  w as 
p u t in p la c e  on  the w all o f  T he E agle p u b lic  
hou se an d  ou r ch a irm an  w elcom ed  the H on ­
orary  R ecorder w ho unveiled  it. On the sam e  
d ay  Terry an d  D erek L ea ch  represen ted  the  
Society a t  the C inque Ports' Speakers' cer­
em on ies  in Dover, w h ich  in c lu ded  w alkin g  
in p rocession  through the town.
H e sa id  that m em bers  o f  the com m ittee, on  
b e h a l f  o f  the Society, h a d  a tten ded  civic an d  
o th e r  fu n ction s , in c lu d in g  sev era l ex h ib i­
tions. M em bers w ere on duty a t the Unitar­
ian  C hurch open  day  an d  w e h a d  been  a sk ed  
to sp ea rh ea d  this year's heritage open  days. 
H e a d d e d  th a t w e w ere con sid er in g  town  
w alks an d  h a d  a sk ed  D over D istrict Coun­
cil to open  the G rand S h a ft fr e e  o f  charge  
during the three days from  S ep tem ber 12th 
to the 15th.
T here h a d  been  talks w ith D over Town Coun­
cil ab ou t the fu ture o f  C hristm as lights an d  
it w as p o ss ib le  that the Town C ouncil w ould  
take over the organ isation  o f  this task.
At ou r regu lar m eetings throughout the y ea r  
there h a d  been  interesting sp eakers  on su b­
je c ts  ranging from  D over C astle garrison s to

caves in the W hite C liffs an d  from  loca l gov­
ern m en t to the age o f  ch ivalry ; a  varied  p ro ­
g ra m m e  o rg a n is ed  by  ou r  s ta lw a r t  J a c k  
W oolford.
In  con clu sion  the C ha irm an  p a id  tribute to 
the h ard  w ork o f  the com m ittee an d  their  
excellen t a tten d an ce  a t  m on th ly  m eetings, 
J a c k  W oolford  w h o  c h a ir ed  th e  p la n n in g  
com m ittee, B ill N ay lor the secretary, Jo an  
Liggett w ho a lw ays seem ed  to m a k e  a  p ro fit  
on outings an d  functions, N ew sletter editor, 
M erril L illey, treasurer, M ike Weston, m em ­
bersh ip  secretary, S h eila  Cope, an d  ex-chair­
m an, Jerem y Cope, w ho h a d  h elp ed  steer h im  
through troubled  waters.
T he treasurer then  p resen ted  the en d-of-year  
accounts. H e sa id  w e h a d  h a d  a  y e a r  o f  con ­
solidation . H e ta lked  o f  the support fo r  Soci­
ety outings an d  soc ia l events, th an ked  Joan  
Liggett fo r  h er  organ isation  an d  urged m em ­
bers to h e lp  h er  by  book in g  ear ly  fo r  trips. 
H e reported  that ra ffles w ere h eld  a t  m eet­
ings an d  sa id  that often  the p roceed s  from  
these m ad e  a  d iffe ren ce  to an  event running  
a t a  loss, o r  m akin g  a  profit.
S p eak in g  o f  th e  N ew sletter, fo r  w h ich  w e 
sh ou ld  b e  ju stly  proud, h e  sa id  that p rod u c­
tion costs averaged  betw een  £750  an d  £800  
p e r  issue an d  therefore the cost o f  p rod u c­
tion outstripped  in com e from  subscriptions. 
However, this w as h elp ed  by  spon sorsh ip  an d  
advertising. T his y e a r  w e received  £500  from  
Pfizers an d  advertising brought in £504. H e  
th an ked  M erril L illey, editor, an d  h er  hu s­
band , Bruce, advertisin g  m anager, fo r  their  
d ed ication  an d  com m itm ent.
H e sp o k e  o f  ad m in is tra tion  costs su ch  as  
photocopy in g , postage an d  te lep h on e bills, 
say in g  that th ese w ere dow n sign ificantly  on  
last year. M uch o f  this w as due to m em bers  
o f  the com m ittee fin d in g  w ays o f  m in im is­
ing costs. Som e m em bers o f  the Society c la im  
no expenses, th ereby  su bsid is in g  it. Costs



w hich  show ed  a  m ark ed  in crease from  the  
prev iou s y e a r  in c lu ded  h ire o f  a  room  fo r  
com m ittee m eetings an d  a ffilia t ion  fees, reg­
istration  w ith the Civic Trust an d  in surance  
taken  out through the Trust.
H e m en tion ed  don ation s m ad e  hy the Soci­
ety to various organ isations an d  ended, on  
an  op tim istic  note, w ith d eta ils  o f  in terest 
received  on accounts an d  m oney  ga in ed  from  
the In lan d  R evenue in the fo rm  o f  Gift Aid, 
w hich  a lread y  am ou n ted  to £381.83 fo r  the  
fin a n c ia l y e a r  2000/2001. H e urged m em ­
bers w ho h a d  not com p leted  'G ift Aid' fo rm s  
to do  so an d  thus b en e fit  the Society.
Next the C hairm an  ca lled  upon o th er  m em ­

bers o f  the com m ittee fo r  th eir  reports. Ja c k  
W oolford sp oke fo r  the p lan n in g  com m ittee, 
focusing  on a ll the positive results o f  the year, 
Je r em y  C ope a n d  L e s ley  G ordon  fo r  th e  
pro ject team  w orking a t  Cow gate C em etery  
on  c lea ran ce  w ork a n d  d ec ip h erin g  grave­
stones, M erril L illey  on  the new sletter an d  
D erek L ea ch  on the B udge A dam s co llection  
an d  m em oria l.
T he e lec tion s  w ere rap id ly  d ea lt  w ith, a s  
there w ere no ob jection s an d  a ll the o fficers  
w ere re-elected  en  bloc.
A fter the in terval the sp eak er  w as B ob  Gold- 
fie ld  from  D over H arbou r Board . H is ta lk  is 
reported  by  Ja c k  W oolford.

The Animal Accounts
M ike; W eftfon

An extract from the Accounts for the Year Ended 31st. March 2003
The following extract from our accounts represents the statement of financial activities and 
the balance sheet. The supporting notes to the accounts are not reproduced due to lack of 
space. However, the complete accounts are available for inspection upon request to our 
Treasurer, Capt. Mike Weston [telephone 01304 202059].

CURRENT ASSETS 2003 2002

Society Badges £63 £69

Debtors and Prepayments £212 £1,525

Cash at bank and in Hand £13,782 £11,838

Sub-Total £14,057 £13,432

CREDITORS: Amounts falling (£1.146) ( £  1.008V
due within one year 
+ subs in advance

NET CURRENT ASSETS £12.911 £12.424

NET ASSETS £12.911 £12.424

FUNDS £12.911 £12.424


