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Do v e r  d i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l ’s  r e p l y  to
our strictures on recent additions to 

Dover's arch itec tu re was cogent. The 
Council is constrained both by legislation 
and by m arket forces and opinions are 
subjective. Woolworth's is arguably better 
th a n  the GPO w hich it replaced and  
London Road has unquestionably  been 
improved. The prospect that the Bargain 
Centre eyesore will be dem olished and 
replaced by three shops w ith m aisonettes 
above is hearten ing  indeed and we cannot 
pretend to be surprised tha t m ore aerials 
will appear on Burlington House roof. They 
help to pay the rent.

We are pleased that Dover will no t have 
an  elected mayor. As to the decision that 
future decisions will be m ade by the 
'cab inet', we do no t an tic ipa te  m uch 
perceptible difference. We are participating  
in  the East Kent Area Investm ent 
Framework and in  the Com m unity Strategy 
Regeneration Board. The good in ten tions 
are adm irab le b u t there  are no new  
resources. The September 11th atrocity has 
not improved the prospects. The same is 
true for the Kent County Council Vision for 
Kent. We look forward to the com petitive 
proposals for the St Jam es and  York Street 
Areas.

Dover Town Council con tinues to 
applaud the concept of Buckland Village 
but will leave further initiatives to others.

We rejoice tha t Kent County Council 
has rejected the Astra proposal for a refuse 
incinerator at Richborough and will not 
countenance any alternative application 
for tha t site.

We have supported Dover Ibw n Centre

M anagem ent in  its dispute w ith Dover 
Town Council and  are pleased th a t 
increased funding will continue for at least 
two m ore years. On the other hand  we have 
backed the Ibw n Council on a m iscellany 
of m atte rs concern ing  roads, traffic 
m anagem ent, bus services... etc.

We are pleased tha t Dover H arbour 
Board, at the suggestion from our m em ber 
David Atwood, is collaborating w ith Astor 
School to refurbish  the p laque on the 
Prince of Wales Pier and that the YMCA 
plaque at the Gateway m ay also be 
refurbished. We continue to await details of 
the proposed W atersports Centre on 
Granville Gardens and suspect tha t the 
Westport Plan, if and when it m aterialises, 
will be wide open to env ironm en ta l 
objections. We also continue to await the 
tria l of O peration Circle which will divert 
excess traffic on Tbwnwall Street to the 
Guston roundabout and back to the Docks.

We th in k  tha t the fears of the Western 
H eights Residents' A ssociation of new  
housing proposals m ay be unnecessary. Not 
only has Dover Ibw n Council contributed 
handsom ely  to th e ir  funds, it is 
inconceivable tha t Dover District Council 
would give p lann ing  consent, which they 
refused some years ago, in  a Conservation 
Area bu t were defeated by an  appeal to the 
M inister after houses had been built. If 
necessary, however, we would support their 
fight. We successfully appealed  to the 
P arliam en tary  O m budsm an against the 
H om e Office p h ilis tin ism  for spoiling 
Dover's sky line w ith an  insensitively  
obtrusive residential building.

Eye have a spelling chequer 
W itch cam e w ith m y pea see 
A nd p lane lea m arques fore m y revue 
Miss steaks I m ite  kn o t sea.
I've past th is poem  threw  it;
I 'm  shore your p leased too no 
Its le tte r perfect in  it's weigh 
My chequer tolled m e sew.

Contributed by Leo Wright


