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THE RIFLE RANGE AT LYDDEN SPOUT
n ear Dover was constructed  as a 
tem porary m easure in  1914. The range 
was rebuilt as a perm anen t structure 
com m encing on 28th August 1926 and 
being com pleted on 26th March 1927 at 
a total cost of £1112 (the o rig inal 
estim ated cost had been £1190). The land 
on which it and the camp were bu ilt was 
held  on a tw enty-one year lease 
com m encing on 29th September 1923.

In 1926 a m usketry cam p was bu ilt 
for the use of twelve officers and three 
h u n d red  o ther ranks. This was 
com m enced on 13th Ju ly  1926 and  
com pleted  at a to tal cost of £1660 
(estim ated originally at £1650) on 31st 
M arch 1927. The cam p was extended in  
May 1927 at a cost of £2080, which 
inc luded  a sum  of £500 for 
im provem ents to the Old Folkestone 
Road. This ex tension  to the  cam p 
perm itted  the occupation of twenty-four 
officers and  six hundred  and  th irty  
o ther ranks. It was in tended for the use 
of Territorial troops on sum m er camps.

The range com prised bu tts w ith 
thirty-two targets and a stop bu tt behind. 
An eigh teen-inch  ligh t railw ay 
connected the butts to a target store and 
workshop about a hundred yards away 
down the slope to the  North. This 
bu ild ing  was constructed  from  
corrugated iron on a wooden frame. 
Firing points were positioned at one- 
hundred yard intervals from 100 yards to 
600 yards. The two firing points at two 
and three hundred yards were provided 
w ith revetted trenches for shelter.

To provide mess rooms, kitchens and

offices the old Coastguard Station 27 
was converted to include an  officers 
mess accom m odating tw enty four, 
a sergeants mess accom m odating 
th irty  and quarters for a caretaker. 
Sleeping areas for both  officers and 
m en  were to be u n d e r canvas. 
C oncrete bases for oval d in ing  
tents and  a NAAFI canvas institu te 
were installed along w ith ablution 

sheds, shower baths and la trines in  the 
field between the firing points and the 
cliff edge.

Water was pum ped from  a freshwater 
pond behind  a shingle bank  on the 
beach to two tanks on brick  towers on 
the cliff edge. From these a two inch 
m ain  connected to the various showers 
and ablutions, and to header tanks in  
the old Coastguard Station. A catchm ent 
area to the  southw est collected 
rainw ater for the foul water drainage 
from  the mess block, which was then  
collected in  a cesspit to the east near the 
Old Folkestone Road. L ighting was 
provided by oil lamps.

The whole site was surrounded by a 
wire fence and a zig zag path  led down 
to the beach.

Despite the alterations m ade to the 
landscape by the new A20 m uch of the 
site can still be seen today.

Society Badges
The wearing of a Society Badge 
rem inds the general public 
(who really do have eyes to 
see) tha t the Society is a viable 
and  energetic non-political 
voice for Dover. The beautiful 

little enam elled Lapel or Brooch Badges are 
to Philom ena Kennedy's original design, in  
black on a white ground, surrounded by a 
gold line defining the shape of the badge 
and are available from the Treasurer, in  
either type, for £2 post free.

Just contact the Treasurer, Mike Weston at 71 
Castle Avenue or phone him  on 202059 (with a 
cheque or P.O. if possible) and he will very 
quickly ensure that a badge is in  your hands.


