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King Henry the Eighth was fond of 
Dover and he spent a great deal of time 
in the town. He has been hated by 

centuries of churchm en, and was 
undoubtedly a vain and cruel man, a lover of 
display and exhibitionism and of women and 
the consumer of large quantities of food and 
wine. He is still much reviled today by many 
people, even though we all carry a memorial 
of him  in our loose change.

In 1521, before his break with Rome he 
published a defence of the seven sacraments 
in  his rebuttal of Luther and the new 
religious reformers, and the pope granted 
him  the title of FIDEI DEFENSOR (Defender 
of the Faith). He still used it after his break 
with Rome and even today, more than four 
centuries later, our royal titles still use an 
abbreviation of it. Our modern £2 coins bear 
the abbreviation FID DEF, and the smaller 
ones just F.D.

In spite of all his defects he was a great 
patriot, and he strutted across our island 
story in  a way few other men ever achieved, 
changing England, a little island in the mists 
off the north-west of Europe, into a premier 
world power, a position the country holds 
even today. Much of his womanising was the 
result of his obsession with producing a male 
heir to succeed him  and it is a great irony 
that, after his disappointment at the birth of 
his female child whom he nam ed Elizabeth 
she should have grown up to exceed him  in 
many ways.

He was a m an of his time and, 
being a second son, he was 
originally well educated for the 
church until his older brother 
Arthur, who was from birth groomed 
for statesmanship, died early. Henry 
was not really a revolutionary but 
was swept along by the challenge of 
the new thinking and the new ways 
which were flooding through the 
intellectual world and replacing 
many of the beliefs and concepts of 
the medieval traditions. His quarrels 
were not with the church, but with 
popes.

Dover was already one of the progressive 
communities since, being a Cinque Port, it 
had always been free from the suffocating 
trammels of the old medieval church and 
aristocratic hierarchies, owing allegiance 
directly to the King. An increasingly 
important new middle class was emerging in 
the town, more and more influential in local 
government and business. Dover was by then 
a working, outgoing, adventurous commun
ity exploiting the newer larger ships such as 
early examples of the cog. They had two or 
three masts, rudders, cabins and cargo holds, 
and were being increasingly used by Dover 
businessmen who were not interested in 
sailing the ships, as were old master 
mariners, but in chartering them to use as a 
means of transport for their increasing trade 
with the Baltic, the coasts of Spain and north
west Africa, and the Eastern Mediterranean.

But it is Henry's impact on Dover, which 
is our task today. Dover, in which Henry 
spent much time, was well known to him  
from the reign of his father, Henry the 
Seventh, who appointed him  Lord Warden of 
the Cinque Ports in 1493 when he was still a 
young prince. The town was becoming, in 
effect, the principal Cinque Port, many of the 
other ports being in decay, largely caused by 
problems with their harbours and their 
inability to provide the larger ships then 
coming into use.

Land transport, handling the traders' 
goods into and out of Dover, consisting of two

A continental artist's view of Dover in Henry's time. It appeared to 
him to be almost impregnable.



and four wheeled carts pulled by bullocks, 
was developing apace, and small coasting 
vessels linking up with other ports, 
principally London, was providing much 
new employment for local men. Business

Part of a 1595 map. At top left, marked 30, is Archcliffe Fort as 
Henry left it. At the extreme right are two smoking lime kilns. 
There are seven shown on the whole map. They were in Lime 

Kiln Lane, later Limekiln Street.
men were beginning to build warehouses 
near the harbour and some of them were 
recruiting small perm anent staffs of workers, 
though most of the labour remained on a 
casual basis.

The old religious institutions, in the 
Dover area principally Dover Priory, the 
Leper Hospital, St Radigund's Abbey and 
West Langdon Abbey, were all decaying 
and with fewer and fewer members, no 
longer of much relevance. They were 
little more than comfortable homes for 
privileged ageing members, increasingly 
bypassed by a more modern world. At 
Dover Priory, though it was still catering 
in a lim ited way for travellers, even the 
famous Passage Mass for travellers was no 
longer sung, but the Maison Dieu 
continued to function a few years more.

The parish churches, long since 
denuded by the larger religious institutions 
of their greater tithes and most of their 
property, struggled against financial 
difficulties and rising tide of unbelief, though 
St Mary the Virgin and St James seem to have 
continued successfully without much 
external interference. St Martin le Grande, on 
the other hand, was almost ruinous and the 
Priory, which had long since taken the lion's

share of its earlier considerable possessions 
and was responsible for its spiritual welfare, 
often failed to provide a priest for even the 
most basic services.

The town's social state was also changing 
rapidly. There were increasing 
num bers of citizens who were 
sufficiently educated to carry on 
business without the need for priests in 
holy orders who until then had been 
some of the very few in the community 
who were educated and literate.

Businessmen increasingly became 
members of the town's ruling class. 
There were no members of the old 
aristocratic ruling families and few if 
any who lived without engaging in 
productive work. It was an active, 
democratic and increasingly pros
perous working community centred on 
the running  of the ships of the 
Crossing, on fishing and on a growing 
import and export trade with foreign 
ports.

In Dover Henry the Eighth was very 
much at home, and the town's bells were 
always rung when he arrived, often in some 
state. When he became king he often used the 
town's ships, both for warlike purposes and

The famous view of Henry boarding ship on his way to meet 
the French king. The two towers in the foreground were 

important features of the harbour at that time.

also for conveying him, his court and his 
soldiers across the continent. In 1513 he 
stayed at Dover to assemble his officers and 
his army and a fleet of Cinque Port ships to 
carry them to the Continent where he won a 
great victory over the French in the Battle of 
the Spurs. During his absence English forces 
defeated the Scots at the Battle of Flodden 
Field in which James the Fourth was killed.



Cinque Port ships, in which of course those at 
Dover always figured prominently, were used 
to patrol the North Sea to prevent continental 
forces from landing in Scotland to support 
the Scots during that campaign.

In 1513 it was ordered that 'Every man 
that goeth in the Navy of the Portes shal have 
a cote of white cotten with a red cross and the 
armes of the Ports undernethe that is to 
say the halfe lion and the halfe shippe'.
(The spelling is original). No doubt the 
Dover mariners were proud of their new 
uniform.

The harbour was always causing 
concern. The old harbour by St James's 
church was silted too badly to be used, 
and was partly blocked by a fall of cliff, 
and the one at the western end of the 
bay was frequently blocked by shingle 
brought eastward on the tide. The 
townsfolk decided to petition the king, 
and an account of the m atter was 
recorded in Hollingshed Chronicle, and 
part of it copied by Bavington Jones in 
his Annals of Dover. Yes, they did copy 
other peoples' work even in those days!
Four Dover jurats, being seamen and not 

clerics, asked the Rev. John Thompson, rector 
of St James's church, to produce a petition to 
the king, but the priest, being very poor, 
could not afford to go to London to present 
the petition so the townsfolk subscribed to 
his expenses. Henry received him, but sent 
for the four jurats to come to court to see him  
personally.

He apparently enjoyed their company 
and they stayed there at court for upwards of 
a fortnight. Some writers have disparaged 
him  for finding their company attractive, 
calling them ignorant common fishermen, 
but he obviously found them better company 
than those more socially elevated people who 
usually surrounded him. In any case they 
were jurats, leading members of the Dover 
community, and every one of them served as 
mayor of the town during his lifetime.

The outcome was Henry's decision to 
fund the building of a sea wall out from the 
western side of the harbour to deflect the 
shingle, which was carried eastward on the 
tide, out into the m ain tidal flow, and so away 
form the harbour mouth. Part of this wall was 
eventually completed, as was shown on a mid

sixteenth century map, but the king, 
overburdened with more urgent national 
defence, eventually lost interest and the wall 
was never completed.

Henry became increasingly concerned 
however at the growing strength of the 
French fleet, and at the increasing 
proficiency of the French in  the use of

gunpowder and he determined to rectify both 
deficiencies. Realising that the Portsmen 
were no longer able to provide the big ships 
and large crews then becoming usual, he 
determ ined to reinforce them  with a 
perm anent navy, building larger ships and 
establishing a perm anent naval force with an 
admiralty and naval office organisation. He 
laid down rates of pay for admirals, captains 
and sailors, and arranged that skilled Cinque 
Port captains should be added to his new 
naval crews from time to time, as their 
detailed knowledge of the treacherous tides 
and currents of the English Channel would 
be valuable.

He also built a new royal warship, the 
'Grace A Dieu', to rival that of Francis II of 
France which carried 100 guns. The 'Grace A 
Dieu', built in 1514 and often at anchor at 
Dover was said to be the last great old type of 
warship with towering sides and mounting 21 
large and 130 smaller guns of different sizes 
and types. Some other experts give slightly 
different numbers. She cost £ 15,00 a vast sum 
then, She was accidentally burnt in 1553.

Tb deal with Henry's determination to 
become expert in his mastery of gunnery we 
must rely upon the account of Brigadier

Archcliffe Fort as it was when the army abandoned it.



Oliver Frederick Hogg, CBE, FSA, FRHist, 
FRGS, who served in the Royal Artillery from 
1907 to 1946 AD, and was Assistant General of 
the Ordinance. He was a great expert in the 
use of medieval and later guns and gunnery 
in  warfare, and much of his work is still used 
today. He pointed out that Henry needed to 
know four things about the use of a gun: the 
length of the gun barrel, the size of the ball, 
and clearance between the bore of the barrel 
and the ball, and weight of the gunpowder 
needed for various applications, and he could 
only decide these by experiment.

Dover Bay was the perfect experimental 
site. Guns were installed on a protruding 
height at the west of the bay at the spot where 
Henry later built Archcliffe Fort, and were 
fired across the bay while being observed 
from the cliff top at the castle. The balls struck 
the water at different distances from the guns 
according to the various combinations of 
barrels and balls and the quantity of 
gunpowder used. This, Hogg pointed out, was 
an early example of gun proofing.

In 1520 Dover was treated to two scenes of 
royal grandeur, the first when Henry rode 
into town at the head of a great torchlight 
procession, a splendid array to welcome the 
Emperor Charles when he landed at Dover. 
The two men rode to Canterbury together. 
The second occasion was when Henry was 
staying at the castle to muster the Cinque 
Ports Fleet, and a great assembly of 
personnel, to sail to the continent for the 
Field of the Cloth of Gold. Readers will be 
familiar with the famous picture, published 
hundreds of times, which shows the great 
assembly of ships in  the western harbour and 
Henry himself embarking.

Long before that tim e the old little 
harbour by St James's church had of course 
choked up, caused by the silting up of the 
East Brook which had originally supplied it, 
and by a cliff fall which happened at a point 
somewhere between St James's church and 
the modern swimming pool.

During Henry's stay at Dover Castle Sir 
Edward Guleford was ordered to provide 
sustenance for the royal party for one month. 
The details were recorded: '700 quarters of 
wine, 150 tuns of French and Gaston wine, six 
butts of sweet wine, 560 tuns of beer, 340 
beeves at forty shillings, 4200 muttons at five

shillings, 800 veals at five shillings, eighty 
hogsheads of grease, salt and fresh fish £300, 
spices £440, diapers £300, 4000 pounds of wax 
white lights £26 13s 4d, poultry £1,300, 
pewter vessels £300, pans and spits £200, 
5.600 quarters of coal, tallwood and billets 
£200, sables £200'. It must have been quite a 
party.

In 1521 Sir Richard was ordered to make 
similar provisions for the visit to Dover 
Castle of the Emperor Charles V.

It was the time of new scholarship, when 
scholars everywhere were questioning old 
medieval thought and belief. Men like 
Copernicus the astronomer and Cabot the 
great ocean explorer were opening new fields 
of knowledge. Thinkers like Colet, Linacre 
and Erasmus were landing at Dover, and 
walking to England's centres of learning to 
stay and teach as honoured guests, all 
encouraged by the great Archbishop 
Warham, one of the very few churchmen who 
had the vision to welcome the new learning. 
Erasmus in  particular had cause to regret his 
encounter with Dover, since on his return to 
the continent he was stopped and searched 
here, and forced to hand over his £200 worth 
of gold, then the only international currency, 
which was a gift to take back with him  for his 
work here. For several centuries nobody was 
allowed to take out from England more than 
they brought in. The great Erasmus left 
Dover, as he had arrived, penniless.

In 1521 Dover was again to welcome an 
im portant traveller, Campegio, the papal 
emissary who landed here and travelled to 
Sevenoaks accompanied by a substantial 
posse of important papal officers. He stayed 
at Knole before proceeding to London to try 
the king's divorce case, which proved to be a 
failure for Henry.

In 1539 Henry was in grave danger of 
being invaded by French and Spanish forces 
acting under the urging of the Pope and he 
put in hand a great programme of defence 
building all round the east and south coasts, 
the castles at Deal, Walmer and Sandgate 
being included in  this enormous 
undertaking.

He already had the great castle at Dover, 
but the guns stationed on the cliff top were 
unable to be depressed sufficiently to enable 
them to defend the sea shore. In consequence



2 8  he built three gun positions to deter any 
enemy landing in  Dover bay. The 
westernmost was Archcliffe Fort, which still 
survives. The Black Battery (sometimes called 
by other names in  old documents) stood near 
the present site of the landward end of the 
present Admiralty Pier but is long since gone, 
and Moats Bulwark, much altered later was 
built half way up the cliff below the castle and 
still survives. All were arm ed with an 
assortment of guns and an establishment of 
soldiers.

In 1544 Henry mustered army and the 
Cinque Port ships at Dover to carry them 
across to the continent. Little perm anent 
success followed, but Henry's force did 
capture Boulogne, bringing back to 
Dover the gates of the town. Henry pre
sented the gates to Sir Thomas Hardres as 
a trophy of war and Sir Thomas erected 
them at the gates of his estate at Upper 
Hardres. In the 19th century, the gates 
having become rotten, the local 
blacksmith there bought them and burnt 
them to salvage the iron hinges and 
nails. Henry had no special contact with 
Dover from the end of his Boulogne 
campaign until he died in 1547.

After the destruction of Dover's 
religious institutions, which will be dealt 
with later, there were several problems 
which were not resolved. One of these 
was the church of St Mary the Virgin, 
which was ordered to be closed, but the 
people of Dover petitioned Henry that 
they should continue to be allowed to use

it as their parish church. Henry, after 
discovering that it had no connection with the 
old monastic foundations, presented it to the 
people as their parish church.

Since it had no assets of any kind, they 
ran it, with financial difficulties at times, for 
more than three hundred years They voted for, 
and elected, their own priest for more than 
three centuries, each aspirant taking services 
for one Sunday, the people then voting for the 
priest they preferred. It was a rare right in  the 
Church of England, a right they lost in the 
1 9 ^  century through the machinations of the 
priest at that time, the ambitious and devious 
Canon Puckle.

The Gate of Boulogne, brought back to Dover as a prize of war, 
and given by Henry to Sir Thomas Mardres who used them, as 
shown here, as the gates to his estate at Upper Hardes. In the late 
18th centrury they were sold to the local blacksmith, who 
unfortunately burnt them to extract the usable iron from them.

Hugh Price Hughes 
etttcl Methodism in Dover

" Alan Brooks
Introduction

The history of Methodism in Dover has 
been one of steady and faithful ministry, 

characterised more by honest endeavour than 
by spectacular tidal flows. In the course of its 
250 year history, one of its high points was 
undoubtedly the three year ministry of the 
young Hugh Price Hughes between 1869 and 
1872, for whom Dover was his first circuit of 
appointm ent and which provided the

practical grounding for his meteoric ministry.
Hugh Price Hughes is remembered as one 

of the towering figures of Victorian 
Methodism. He revolutionised the perspective 
of the traditional Methodism of the time. His 
theology was practical, thoroughly based on 
observations of society, social issues and 
political situations that he found firstly in 
Dover, then in  other places. He founded the 
'Forward Movement' in Methodism, a new


