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ONE OF TH E  LESS W E LL KNOW N  
fortifications built on the Western 
Heights was Drop Battery, to the 
seaward side of the Drop Redoubt. None of the 

gun positions survive, but its magazines still 
rem ain hidden in  the hillside.

Drop Battery seems to have been built to 
protect the area between the Drop Redoubt 
and the cliff edge, and to prevent assaulting 
troops using this gap in the ditch defences to 
work their way along the Western Heights. 
Like the earlier fortifications it was intended 
for use against attack from the landward side, 
in  this instance along the track up Cowgate 
Hill from the town. The date of construction 
is difficult to determine, but it appears to 
predate the Royal Commission work on the 
Heights.

The battery does not appear on the 1844 
survey of the town and port made by Small 
and Son and published by Batcheller, but by 
the 1850s this battery m ounted three 24 
pounder guns and appears from a plan of the 
period to have had two small magazines.

A report of 5th October 1868 transcribes 
the evidence of Captain Charles Elwin 
Harvey, R.E., who was Commanding Royal 
Engineer when the Royal Commission work 
was inspected. His evidence to the committee 
states that a magazine was added near the 
Drop Battery, and that the battery existed 
already. He goes on to say that there had been 
no rem odelling of the battery to accept 
heavier guns for use against ships. He added 
that the new magazine was protected from 
direct fire from ships, but that the entrances 
to the expense magazines required more 
protection. Money had been asked for under 
the annual estimates to add more protection 
to these entrance doors. It seems that these 
expense magazines were the original two 
magazines which appear on the 1850s plan.

The report of the committee to enquire 
into the construction, condition and cost of 
the fortifications erected or in  course of

erection published in  1869, notes a 
ditch and lines connecting the 
Redoubt with Drop Battery, and a 
magazine for the latter. It continues 
tha t they were com m enced in  
October 1859, and com pleted in  

February 1862.
By 1876 the battery m ounted three 

smooth bore 42 pounder guns and three 
experimental 7 inch Rifled Breech Loading 
guns. All of these were proposed to be 
removed and replaced with five 64 pounder 
Rifled Muzzle Loading guns.

The Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers 
Works Committee, Revision of Armaments at 
Dover, published in May 1886, states that 
Drop Battery may be disarmed. The schedule 
at the end of the report lists five 64 pounder 8 
inch Rifled Muzzle Loading guns as approved 
and mounted, but notes that these are to be 
reduced by five.

The 1894 report makes no m ention of the 
battery, and a rifle range was built on the site. 
This range has now been demolished and 
there is no trace of the gun positions.

One of the original magazines is situated 
behind the battery. The 1859 Royal 
commission regarded this as inadequate and 
a new magazine was built as part of the work 
to extend the ditch to the cliff edge. This 
magazine survives, and in  its entrance 
passage is a small ready use magazine, which 
may well be the other early magazine.

Grand Shaft Barracks
This engraving shows the Drop Redoubt on the horizon 
above the barracks and, between the Drop redoubt and the 
cliff edge, Drop Battery. It was drawn after the completion of 
the Royal Commission work on the Drop Redoubt.


