
Millennium Essay Competition
IN NEWSLETTER 35 we included the 

details of an essay competition open 
to the six Dover secondary schools.

The w inner of the com petition  was 
Amy Packm an from  Dover G ram m ar 
School for Girls. Amy will receive a book 
token  for £50.00 an d  the  school w ins 
£100.00 w orth of books. The presentation  of 
the prizes will be m ade at the G ram m ar 
School by our President, Brigadier Maurice 
Atherton, som etim e early in  December. 
Am y's essay:

DISCUSS WAYS IN WHICH THE 
TOWN OF DOVER COULD BUILD 

UPON ITS HISTORIC PAST TO BENEFIT
THE TOWN IN THE NEXT CENTURY 

From the m om ent you arrive in  this 
spectacular comer of Kent, you will want to 
discover why Dover's h istory  proves so 
enchanting to m illions of visitors every year 
? The historic background of Dover is not in  
question, indeed, the landscape overflows 
with evidence of its illustrious past. Instead 
one m ust consider ways in  which such a 
glorious town can be prom oted and 
preserved for future generations.

For the past m illennium '. Dover Castle 
has guarded and overlooked the old Roman 
town', ensuring its protection from attack', 
earlier this century acting as a valuable 
com m unications link  in  the war effort, and 
more recently as a tourist destination. Now a 
m agnificen t symbol of English history, 
epitom e sing a golden age of medieval 
architecture as well as a host for num erous 
exciting events including baffle re
enactm ents and festive banquets, Dover 
Castle is undoubtedly at the heart of the 
historic charm  of the town.

Dover is often seen as a key figure in  this 
'Garden of England'. The natural gateway to 
Britain from the continent, Dover provides a 
m ultitude of sightseeing opportunities', 
money from which can be ploughed back 
into the com m unity in  order to re-establish 
the town as a reflection of an  area of 
outstanding natural beauty. Dover Castle

and Shakespeare Cliff provide the very 
symbol on which 'White Cliffs Country' is 
founded. A recen t com m ent from  a 
Canadian who is a regular visitor to England 
encapsulated what we often take for granted; 
'Absolutely breathtaking - the White Cliffs of 
Dover are m ore am azing each tim e I see 
them'. As the visitor is not unaccustomed to 
awe inspiring scenery', living only m inutes 
away from Niagra Falls', such a statem ent 
should make every resident and regular 
visitor to Dover proud of being part of such 
a m agnificent scene.

As a Cinque Port', Dover relies heavily 
on tourism  as one of its m ain  sources of 
income; steeped in  history', however, it is not 
difficult to see why so m any people both 
from hom e and abroad choose to visit the 
town. There is p len ty  to do w hen one 
considers the historically related aspects of 
Dover can be viewed and explored in  
exhibitions and museums. On this basis it 
could be argued that Dover cannot build 
upon its already extensive visitors facilities 
in  order to benefit the town in  the next 
century. Recent renovation work to the 
P rom enade have produced a clean and 
attractive environm ent from which to cast a 
gaze over the harbour'. Channel', Castle and 
Cliffs. The 'White Cliffs Experience' has also 
undergone recent reorganising, opening up 
new exhibits to the public, providing a 
comprehensive insight into the history of 
Dover's progression and also its involvement 
in  the Second World War. Increased 
prom otion of the 'White Cliffs Experience", 
the 'Old Tbwn Gaol' and 'Dover Museum', 
would easily boost revenue', attracting more 
visitors whose localised consum er spending 
would increase the profitability of business 
and  over tim e improve standards of 
appearance and cleanliness. Arguably Dover 
is hom e to the richest ten  acres of buried 
archaeology anywhere in  Britain hidden 
beneath its streets - an archaeological feat 
which could be promoted to a greater extent 
than  it is today. Opened to the public in  May



1977, the Roman Painted House is a marvel 
both as a m onum ent to the architectural 
period of its original inhabitants', but also as 
a showpiece to satisfy the curiosity  of 
visitors in  the present day. I do not feel that 
such an  im portan t discovery should be 
erased from m em ory through lack of being 
publicised am ong the local press or 
advertising on television', radio', and 
Internet. Even sporadic prom otion would 
establish quality  links w ith the target 
market', w ith prospective visitors in  tu rn  
spending in  local business, benefiting the 
town indirectly. It would be a travesty to 
allow valuable h istoric attribu tes go 
unnoticed', when sim ple steps could be 
taken to prevent such an occurrence.

Similarly'. Dover would benefit from 
increased revenue by introducing special 
events at the Castle', such as seasonal 
concerts', festivals and firework displays 
w hich have proved both  successful and 
profitable at Leeds Castle. Admittedly', 
location is a significant factor, with Dover 
Castle being so close to the town itself, 
d isturbances could no t be avoided and 
extensive perm ission would have to be 
attained before any such events could go 
ahead. However, is it not advantageous to 
build upon the town's current historical 
reputation by hosting occasional', popular 
festivities which would encourage consum er 
spending and prom ote Dover as the centre 
of historical discovery well into the next 
m illennium ?

In addition, aerial development would 
be beneficial to town business, as well as 
providing a unique experience for people of 
all ages. The prospect of viewing the area by 
glider', balloon or helicopter would enable 
both tourists and locals alike to view the 
spectacular h istory  of Dover form  an 
alternative angle. Visitors would have the 
opportunity to see the Castle', its church and 
Roman Lighthouse', the Cliffs, town and 
possibly a chalk feature (for instance a 
castle) carved in to  the landscape. 
Undoubtedly this would be an  am azing 
venture', from  w hich sponsorship and 
investm ent could be obtained, w ith a 
proportion of the proceeds being used to

improve the town; preserving m uch of its 
V ictorian architecture and  harbour', 
cleaning m ajor routes and even
pedestrianising specific areas in  order to 
reduce noise and air pollution. This would 
consequently make the town more attractive 
for its inhabitants, and more appealing to 
visitors. Chalk features and viewing schemes 
such as th a t previously suggested have 
proved successful in  num erous picturesque 
locations around the country', including the 
White Horse at York, popular as a backdrop 
for picnics in  the summer. Although a 
dram atic alteration to the countryside, such 
a feature may depict an im portant scene or 
instance in  tim e', adding historic character 
to the landscape and providing a welcoming 
sight for travellers coming through the port.

Dover already has com m unity events 
which benefit the town, such as the Carnival 
which encourages group activities and raises 
m oney for charitable organisations 
throughout the district. Deal's regatta could 
be m irrored in  Dover', ensuring competitive 
spirit and teamwork am ong groups and 
organisations in terested  in  sailing and 
racing. Investm ent from industries would 
help prom ote and finance such occasions. 
The open-top bus touring the town and 
im portant historical landm arks is a valuable 
service particularly to tourists, whose first 
p riority  is to experience famous features. 
Similar tour services have been extremely 
successful in  Cambridge, Bath and Dublin, 
where additional stops at hotels and 
restauran ts have encouraged increased 
consum er spending. Improved signposting 
at both the Eastern and Western Docks could 
also invite more visitors from the continent 
to spend tim e in  the town and neighbouring 
areas - such as Crabble, River and Kearsney 
Abbey, rather than  drive straight through, 
without viewing some of the most im portant 
historical sights in  the country. Improved 
parking facilities opposite the Castle would 
alleviate congestion and reduce parking 
w ithin Dover town centre.

One only has to look up in  Dover's High 
Street to see previously unnoticed stylish 
architecture', although bare walls', clouded 
with traffic pollution and dirt are visible



20 everywhere. Why not envisage these spaces 
as b lank canvases? Find ways in  which such 
areas that lower the tone and image of the 
town could be refreshed. M urals have 
livened up the subways connecting  the 
prom enade and High Street in  Dover, and 
such an  example could be m irrored  
elsewhere in  the town, perhaps through 
com petitions for w hat scene should be 
depicted - incorporating  histo ry  and 
brightening previously unused blank wall 
space. M urals will last for m any years 
benefiting future generations as well as our 
own. Similarly, as in  Deal and elsewhere 
along Kent's coast', com petitions could be 
run  to introduce m odern art and sculpture 
with a historic or sea-related them e to add to 
the visual appeal of the town.

A Dover 2000 project could ensure a 
better understanding of the town through 
the introduction of a mobile interactional 
exhibition, sim ilar to that of the 'Jorvik 
Viking Centre' in  York and T h e  Oxford 
Story'. Such a different m ethod of exploring 
Dover's history could include the them e of 
looking back two-thousand years into the 
past - visiting specific events in  history -

moving to the present day and beyond, 
reaching into the future to speculate of what 
form Dover will take two-thousand years on. 
Dramatic displays of this form would be 
invaluable in  explain ing Dover in  its 
historical context in  an exciting way, which 
would be valuable both now and into the 
next century.

Essentially, Dover has the foundations 
on which to build and update its reputation 
and image into the new m illennium . With 
greater industria l investm ent thus 
regenerating m oney into the com munity; 
the creating  of new job opportun ities 
through the bu ild ing  of new galleries', 
museums and exhibitions', coupled with the 
introduction of sculpture and art designed 
by locals for locals', will all be im m ensely 
beneficial to Dover residents and visitors in  
the next century. Prom otion of its positive 
aspects would instill confidence am ong 
visitors and residents that Dover is and will 
continue to be a vital part of English history.

The potential use of Dover's historic past 
rem ains extensive, why let it go to waste 
when so m uch could become of it and so 
m any would benefit.

EMMAUS...
...now fully open REPORT BY TERRY SUTTON

St. Martin's Emmaus, at Archcliffe Fort, supported by the Dover Society, is now fully open 
with the number of resident Companions increased to 21. The Companions, with the help 
of local craftsmen, completed the restoration on the Victorian barrack block in the summer, 
thus finishing the major work at this Henry VIII fort.

In the year ending June 1999 St. Martin's Emmaus provided nearly 4,500 nights of 
accommodation at the fort for 84 individuals, with two of the Companions remaining with 
us for around three years. A major step has been the appointm ent of a co-ordinator for the 
workshop at the centre. This has been made possible with the aid of a grant from the South 
East Development Agency and products for sale are now being made in  the workshops and 
include rocking deck chairs, garden stools, tables and coffee tables, made mainly out of 
recycled materials. Takings in  the shop have increased to over £1000 a week but more 
customers would be welcome.

Chairman Francis Watts says, "We still rely on public generosity to help pay our way on 
a day-to-day basis and we are grateful to the many individuals and organisations which 
continue to help us financially."

Any offers of unwanted items, for repair if necessary, for sale at the shop at the fort, are 
gratefully received. Just ring 01304 204550 and they will collect.


