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A group of m em bers went 
on the coach trip  to this 

event a t E arl's Court on 
Friday 30 July and  enjoyed a 
thoroughly good day out.

Leaving Dover early in  
the  afte rnoon , we settled 
down to a com fortable 
jo u rn ey  arriv ing  a t Earl's 
Court in  good tim e to allow 
am ple opp o rtu n ity  for 
refreshm ent and viewing of 
the m any interesting static 
displays and  shops which were available in  
the considerable area outside the actual 
aud ito rium . My personal choice for 
refreshm ent and relaxation was in  the 
convivial atm osphere of the Devonport 
Field Gun Crew Bar whose team , I was 
enthusiastically inform ed, had  broken the 
world record tim e in  the ir ru n  on the 
previous day.

On tak ing  
our seats at the 
co m m en c em en t 
of the  arena 
perform ance, we 
had a grandstand 
view of the  
a rriv a l of HRH 
The Duke of York 
CVO ADC who as 
a serving Royal 
Navy officer, took 
the salute on this 
occasion. For the 
last one hundred  and  tw enty years the 
Royal T ournam ent has provided 
m agn ificen t en te r ta in m e n t in  
dem onstrating the character and  skills of 
our arm ed services.

All participants paraded accom panied 
by a tri-service M assed Band an d  a 
sensational fanfare for the  overture, 
followed by the very popular m usical ride 
by the Household Cavalry accom panied by

The M ounted 
Band of The 
Blues and  Royals. 
Following the 
d isbandm ent of 
the  RAF Police 
Dogs o rgan isa
tion  in  1994, it 
was a p leasan t 
surprise to enjoy 
once again the ir 
ever p opu la r 
p e r f o r m a n c e  

provided by the volunteer RAF handlers 
who were determ ined no t to let sleeping 
dogs lie! T here followed the  keen ly  
contested  RN Field Gun C om petition  
between Fleet Air Arm and  Devonport, but 
alas no fu rther breaking  of the world 
record, for us to witness.

The m usical drive by The King's Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery gave 
the ir usual exciting display 
of precision horsem anship  
which had the audience on 
the  edge of th e ir  seats. 
Faultless to a 'T' the Queen's 
Colour Squadron RAF then  
perform ed the ir arm s drill 
sequence w ith panache. The 
finale developed into what 
was m ore ak in  to the" last 
n igh t of the proms" w ith the 
'g i-norm ous' u n io n  flag , 
w hich I suspect, m ost had 
ever seen and  why not? - for 

this is, after all, a V ery special year w hen  
The Royal T ou rnam en t, as we have 
know n and  loved it, passes in to  history '.

Perhaps there was a touch of sadness 
w ith the exhilaration as we were carried 
along by the enorm ous crowd back to our 
w aiting bus bu t it was undoubtedly  a 
highly-successful outing, for w hich we 
thank  once again, our Social Secretary, 
Joan  Liggett.
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Overture - massed band entry

Finale - gi-normous Union Flag "last night of the 
proms" atmosphere


