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"Latest" seem s th e  m o st a p p ro p ria te  
w ord to  use abou t th is  top ic  since  Tferry 
Sutton firs t w rote ab o u t it  in  th e  A pril 
Newsletter. He m e n tio n e d  a n  in su ran c e  
m inefie ld ; for exam ple n o t o n ly  does a 
p la q u e  re q u ire  in s u ra n c e  b u t its  
in s ta lle r  does as well. No m ere  DIY this! 
A v o lu n ta ry  society  like  ours c a n n o t 
c o m m it i ts e lf  to  lo n g - te rm  
re sp o n sib ility  an d  m u st h a n d  over a 
p laque  to th e  ow ner o f th e  b u ild in g  on  
w h ich  i t  is sited . Large f in a n c ia l  
o rg a n isa tio n s  a p p a re n tly  have n o  
recogn ised  p rocedu re  for accep tin g  such 
a g ift so th a t delays seem  inevitable. 
A ccording to its lo c a tio n  each  p laque  
m u s t c o n fo rm  to  p a r t ic u la r  c r i te r ia  
before it  m ay  be erected. T he Zeebrugge 
p laque  for th e  o ld  M arket H all, now  th e  
M useum , re q u ire s  L isted  B u ild in g  
consen t, w hereas for th e  B ronze Age 
b o a t p laq u e  a m e th o d  s ta te m en t m u st 
satisfy  th e  agen ts for th e  M in istry  of 
T ransport.

We w ere a lm ost ready  to  o rd er th e  
firs t p laque  a t th e  en d  o f Ju ly  a n d  I 
p h o n ed  th e  m anufactu rer, o n ly  to be 
to ld  th a t they  h a d  ceased trad ing! We 
have fo u n d  a n o th e r  f irm , however, 
w h ich  is able to w ork  to o u r o rig in a l 
sp e c if ic a tio n :-  ca s t a lu m in iu m , oval 
shape, 15" by  12" across w ith  w h ite  
le tte r in g  o n  a m id-b lue b ackg round . 
T he cost to  th e  Society for each  plaque, 
in c lu d in g  VAT an d  m o u n tin g , is like ly  
to b e  abou t £225 a n d  we are  g ratefu l to 
Dover Tbwn C ouncil w ho have already  
o ffe red  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt. We also  
in te n d  to  a p p ly  to  D over D is tr ic t 
C o u n c il fo r fu n d in g  u n d e r  th e ir  
M illen n iu m  G rants Schem e.

O f th e  p laques illu s tra te d  here, we 
h o p e  to have two erected  by  th e  en d  of 
th e  year, b u t a t th e  tim e  o f w ritin g  (m id

O ctober) n o th in g  is ce rta in . O nce th e re  
is a n  exam ple to  be  seen  we sha ll g a in  
fu rth e r  co-operation . We are  g ratefu l to 
all those  in c lu d in g  C hristine  W aterm an  
an d  staff a t th e  M useum  a n d  officers o f 
b o th  C ouncils w ho have h e lp ed  to  steer 
us th ro u g h  b u reau cracy  b u t th e re  is yet 
m ore  to  com e.

Plaque 1 B ronze Age B oat is ac tua lly  
o rdered  a n d  it is p roposed  th a t th is  be 
fixed on  th e  B ench S treet side o f th e  
un d erp ass  p o rta lto  th e  le ft o f th e  ce n tra l 
n o tice  "Tb th e  sea fro n t a n d  shops", 
sub ject to cover m e te r  survey. O fficial 
u n v e ilin g  shou ld  take p lace  soon  afte r 
th e  o p en in g  o f th e  new  gallery  in  th e  
M useum  o n  22 November.

Plaque 2 E n em y  Shell to be p laced  on  
th e  TSB Bank, Castle Street, th e  p o sitio n  
agreed, b u t f in a l p e rm iss io n  n o t yet 
given. A p p lica tio n  was firs t m ade in  
O ctober 1998 a n d  we have 11 le tte rs  on  
file and , in  add ition , have m ade several 
p h o n e  calls. T he s itu a tio n  is s im ila r  
w ith  resp ec t to  o u r a ttem p t to p lace  a 
p laq u e  o n  Barclays B ank in  th e  M arket 
Square.

Plaque 3 O ld M ark e t H all is aw aiting  
Listed B uild ing  consen t.

Plaque 4 1 s t A e ria l B om b aw aits 
p e rm is s io n  fro m  th e  m e m b e rs  o f 
Taswell C lose M a n a g e m e n t Co. Ltd. 
R esearch  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  o u r  vice- 
p re s id e n t P eter Jo h n so n  an d  th e  la te  
George Youden in  1989 in d ica tes  th a t 
th e  lo c a tio n  was th e  garden  o f N o .l.

As w ith  th e  re lo ca tio n  o f th e  sta tue  o f 
Rolls we h o p e  to succeed eventually , b u t 
su ch  p ro je c ts  re q u ire  e n th u s ia s tic  
persistence.
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Now th a t all subscrip tions have b een  p a id  for the  cu rren t year we find  th a t num bers 
have declined  to 388. O ur presence a t the  F ilm  Festival an d  th e  Pageant in troduced  
us to a few people b u t persona l in tro d u c tio n  rem a in s th e  m ost effective m eans of 
ex tending  our m em bersh ip . The Newsletter is an  excellent am bassador an d  is, I 
know, read  by m any  who do n o t pay  a subscrip tion . If you are a passive frien d  of th e  
Society, we would welcom e your active support b o th  a t m eetings an d  financially .

T here have b een  two w eddings w ith in  th e  society recently . In  Ju n e  our form er 
social secretary, Lyn Clackett, m a rrie d  Ju lian  C ham bers an d  in  Ju ly  Mrs. M ary 
Stevens an d  Mr. David P opm an  were m arried . We offer congra tu la tions an d  best 
w ishes to these four m em bers.

A rem in d e r about p rizes for raffles, from  w hich  the  proceeds con tribu te  to the  hall 
h ire  for m eetings - T here are several attractive 2 for the  p rice  of 1 offers available in  
shops a t th e  m om ent. P lease th in k  of us if  one item  is sufficien t for your needs an d  
give th e  o ther one as a raffle prize!

Since Ju ly  we have welcomed:- Mr. R.Ikylor, Mrs. M. Baker an d  Mrs. A. Thom pson.
SHEILA R. COPE, M embership Secretary


