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T
HERE can  be few m em b ers  w ho do 
n o t know  th a t P h ilo m e n a  d ied  in  
th e  e a r ly  h o u rs  o f th e  11 th  o f 
O ctober b u t I am  sure all m em b ers  w ill 

jo in  m e  in  a la s t sa lu te  to  a qu ite  
rem ark ab le  lady  w hose b ra in  ch ild  was, 
an d  is, th e  Dover Society.

For m a n y  years  she was th e  A rt 
M istress a t th e  Dover G irls' G ram m ar 
School a n d  h u n d red s  o f h e r  p u p ils  w ill 
re m e m b e r  w ith  g ra ti tu d e  th a t  
P h ilo m e n a  o p e n e d  th e ir  eyes a n d  
sp u rred  on  th e ir  abilities, n o t o n ly  in  
draw ing  a n d  p a in tin g  b u t in  a wide- 
sw eeping a p p re c ia tio n  o f th e  a rts  in  
g en era l -  in  p a in tin g , yes, b u t also in  
arch itec tu re , d ram a, c ra ftsm an sh ip  an d  
calligraphy. A nd w ho could  ever forget 
h e r  "Noye's Fludd", w h ich  she p roduced  
w ith  th e  ex tra o rd in ary  flair she h a d  of 
b e in g  able to see bey o n d  m ere  words.

T he b ir th  o f th e  Dover Society cam e 
abou t because she was in d ig n a n t a t th e  
lack  o f co n s id era tio n  o f th e  effect on  
p ro p o sa ls  b e in g  p u t fo rw ard  for th e  
deve lopm en t areas. She was m u c h  m ore 
th a n  p la in ly  in d ig n a n t; she  was 
furiously  in d ig n a n t a n d  she used  th a t 
in d ig n a tio n  to g a th er a ro u n d  h e rse lf  a 
g ro u p  o f e n th u s ia s tic  l ik e -m in d e d  
peop le  a n d  caused  th e m  to m e e t in  th e  
M enzies Hall.

In  h e r  Editorial in  th e  firs t issue of 
th e  Newsletter in  Ju n e  1988 she says:

"As a result of considerable concern 
over recent events in and around 
Dover a number of people met on 18 
March to discuss the possibility of 
forming a civic society. The futures of 
Connaught Park, Brook House,

Pencester Gardens and River 
Recreation Ground, combined with 
anxieties produced by the building of 
the Channel TUnnel and a desire to be 
involved in  the development of 
tourism, were among the issues that 
brought us together".
The firs t m e e tin g  o f th e  Dover Society 

took  p lace  o n  25 A pril w ith  abou t a 
h u n d re d  peop le  p re se n t ... M r Peter 
Jo h n so n  ... p roposed  "That th e  Dover 
Society b e  in s titu te d  a n d  th e  Civic Trust 
C o n stitu tio n  be  adopted". The reso lu tio n  
was passed  u n a n im o u s ly  a n d  a t th e  en d  
of a n  artic le  in  th e  first Newsletter Mr 
Jo h n so n  w rote:

"I think it appropriate to record here 
that... I did not make the first move in 
bringing together the group of people 
who formed the steering committee. 
The initiative was taken by Miss 
Philomena Kennedy... and we are 
indebted to her for her concern for 
Dover, her enterprise and her powers 
of persuasion".

T he ea rly  issues o f th e  Newsletter 
d e m o n s tra te  h e r  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  
inven tiveness a n d  h e r  ca llig raphy  an d  
deligh tfu l draw ings set th e  tone. She 
designed  th e  "logo" th a t has  h ad  its 
p re se n t fo rm  since May 1989 a n d  it has 
becom e th e  Society 's "trade-mark".

P h ilo m e n a 's  in sp ire d  p ro d u c tio n  o f 
th e  N ew sletter was overtaken  by  events 
in  S ep tem ber 1990 an d  th e  size a n d  
fo rm a t h a d  to  change. I b ecam e res­
pon sib le  for design  a n d  p ro d u c tio n  an d  
it h as  b ee n  m y c o n s tan t reg re t th a t I was 
u n ab le  to  c o n tin u e  th e  sp o n ta n e ity  an d  
"wackiness" th a t P h ilo m en a, w ith  h e r  
superb  abilities, was able to  in fu se  in to  
every th ing  she did.

She, h as  le ft h e r  stam p o n  th e  Society, 
an d  m y  life, as well as th a t o f m a n y  
o thers, h a s  b e e n  m u c h  e n r ic h e d  by 
know ing  her.

Budge A dam s

Footnote: Philom ena left to the Society two 
boxes o f her notes, quizzes and a fu ll set o f  
Newsletters.


