
rThe Objectives ~of ^ 
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in  the geography, 
history, archaeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is a 
good investment.

The area we cover comprises the 
parishes or wards of Barton, 
Buckland, Castle, Lydden,
Tfemple Ewell, Maxton, Pineham, 
Priory, River, St. Radigund's,
Town & Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events - 
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and arts

v vents J

Editorial

O n  19th April 1999, the Dover Society 
held its eleventh A nnual General 
M eeting, repo rted  here  by May 

Jones. The w ell-attended m eeting  was 
chaired by Jerem y Cope, his first AGM 
since assum ing office. There were some 
changes in  the  Com m ittee, w ith  Terry 
Sutton and  Derek Leach becom ing jo in t 
vice-chairm en, John  and  Jenn ifer Gerrard 
retiring, and  the addition of three new 
m embers, Hugh and  Leslie Gordon and  
Glyn Hale.

After the C hairm an's speech and  the 
T reasurer's report, four com m ittee  
m em bers gave individual reports and  our 
P resident, B rigadier A therton, m ade a 
speech of farewell and  th an k s to the  
Gerrards and  presented them  w ith three 
pictures of Dover.

The speaker after the  in terval was 
Jonathan  Sloggett, the M anaging Director 
of Dover H arbour Board. His subject, 'The 
Future of Dover Harbour, w ith  special 
reference to transport', was of great in terest 
to m em bers and  engendered  a lively 
discussion.

Also included in  this issue are reports of 
the M arch Meeting, of the highly successful 
trip  on a paddle steam er on the Medway in  
May and  of the  guided to u r of Dover 
cem eteries in  June.

A pplication form s are enclosed for the 
September trip  to Heritage Open Days in  
Tonbridge and  M ailing and  for the  
Christm as Feast on 18th December.

For the year 2000, our Social Secretary, 
Joan Liggett, is still in  the process of p lan 
n ing the details of some of the programme. 
As you will see, from the inside back cover, 
the spring program m e is in  place but the 
sum m er outings are no t yet finalised. We 
would like to thank  m em bers for all the 
helpful suggestions received during  the 
discussion groups at the March m eeting (see 
page 00) and we are hoping to im plem ent 
some of these in  next year's programme. 
More of this in  the December Newsletter.



M ention  m ust be m ade of two 
m em bers of the Society who do no t live 
in  Dover bu t have close connections 
w ith the town and  have m ade valuable 
contributions to the Society and to the 
Newsletter. M artyn Webster, who lives 
in  Brighton, visited Dover in  June to 
lead  the  fasc inating  to u r of Dover 
cem eteries, repo rted  here  by Terry 
Sutton. David Atwood, who lives in  
Blackburn bu t is a regular visitor to 
Dover, has contributed his views on the 
Zeebrugge bell in  a previous Newsletter 
and  in  th is  issue w rites on the  St 
George's Day cerem ony in  April 1999.

T hanks once again  to D onna 
Sowerby for her report on th is year's 
Dover Festival, to Jon  Iveson for his 
latest article in  the series on Dover's 
fortifications and  to Ivan Green for his 
article, 'TWo TWelfth Century Men', in  
his on-going series of glimpses into 
Dover's history. I feel th a t these two 
series by Jon  and  Ivan are features of 
the  N ew sletter w hich have becom e 
regu lar and  pop u lar offerings and  
m em bers await eagerly to see w hat the 
next insta lm ent will be.

Many m em bers m ay also have been 
waiting, in  anticipation, for the second 
insta lm ent of Derek Leach's research 
into the history of Prospect House. His 
investigation had uncovered so m uch of 
in terest that, as you m ay remember, it 
was im possible to include it all in  
Newsletter 34. Now he continues, w ith 
the story of the flam boyant Mrs Beresford 
Baker and the Day Star Mission. She m ust 
have been a much-discussed character in  
Dover!

We m ust apologise to m em bers who 
ordered Newsletter binders. W hen we 
tried  to order them  we found tha t the 
firm  was no longer in  business, so we are 
try ing to find a new supplier.

Budge Adams, who recently spent a 
m on th  in  hospital after b reaking an 
ankle, is now hom e again and would like 
to thank  everyone who visited h im  or 
sent cards and best wishes.

Please note the dates of the Dover 
Pageant, August 29th and 30th, and try  to 
attend, or better still, ring John Owen and 
volunteer to help with the Society project.

Many thanks to all our contributors 
and advertisers.

DEADLINE for contributions
The last date for the receipt of copy for issue 36 will be Monday 11th October 1999 
The Editor welcomes contributions and interesting drawings or photographs. "Paper copy" should 
be typed at double spacing. Handwritten copy should be clear with wide line spacing. Accurate 
fully proof-read copy on computer discs is acceptable; please ring 01304 205254 to discuss details.
Publication in the Newsletter does not imply the Society's agreement with any views expressed, 
nor does the Society accept responsibility for any statements made. All published material 
remains the copyright of its authors, artists or photographers.
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