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DOVER AFTER 1066
IV A N  G R E E N . B.A. FCCEd.

When considering the state of Dover from 
1066 onwards we have three principal 
sources, the Domesday Book, the 
Domesday Monachorum, and the 
buildings and ruins which still survive or 
of which we have records or illustrations.

The years immediately following the 
Conquest were in many ways chaotic. 
Enormous areas o f the country were 
handed out to some of William's men, 
many of them unprincipled rogues and, it 
seems, all of them intent on securing 
holdings in the conquered country by 
hook or by crook. Even small villages were 
in part claimed by several different men, 
of which there are many examples.

Poor old Archbishop Stigand, the Saxon 
archbishop, worked very hard to maintain 
some degree of order, but his efforts were 
nullified by the appointment o f his 
successor, Archbishop Lanfranc in 1070, 
two years before Stigand's death in 1072. 
Lanfranc was no lover of Saxon England.

Dover itself, a royal borough governed 
by its own burgesses sitting in its own 
guildhall, with its charter of sea service 
from the king, and the privilege that 
'whoever lived permanently in the town 
and paid customary dues to the king was 
exempt of toll throughout the whole of 
England' was relatively safe, but not 
completely so. The town fell into the 
hands of Odo, bishop of Bayeux, no true 
churchman, but an unreliable and 
unprincipled rogue who was William's 
half brother. They had different fathers but 
the same mother of unrecorded status.

Odo did in fact seize lands and 
properties from the canons of St Martin 
and the Domesday Book records that At 
the entrance to Dover harbour is a mill,

which wrecks almost all ships, through its 
great disturbance of the sea; it does great 
harm to the king and his men; it was not 
there before 1066. Of this, Herbert's 
nephew says that the Bishop of Bayeux 
gave permission for it to be made by his 
uncle, Herbert son of Ivo' That Odo should 
have given permission for the installation 
of this mill at the entrance to William's 
principal harbour which was his link with 
his continental lands, and to the hazard of 
the ships of one of his Cinque Port towns, 
is amazing, yet only three years after the 
Conquest Dover's sailors were obviously 
operating successfully, since they were 
included in the English fleet which 
destroyed their enemies in the great sea 
battle in the Channel.

Nineteen years after the Conquest, the 
writers o f Domesday Book, whose 
compilation was ordered by William 
himself, sought to discover who held which 
properties, and to list all the assets of his 
new kingdom.

In 'Domesday Book' published by 
Phillimore of Chichester in 1983, it is 
recorded that 'THE KING HAD DEEP 
SPEECH WITH HIS COUNSELLORS - AND 
SENT MEN ALL OVER ENGLAND TO 
EACH SHIRE - - TO FIND OUT - - WHAT OR 
HOW MUCH EACH LANDOWNER HELD - 
- IN LAND AND LIVESTOCK, AND WHAT 
IT WAS WORTH'

The information was sent to 
Winchester, edited and made into a single 
work in 1085 as DOMESDAY BOOK 
VOLUME 1. It is a unique and wonderful 
work, giving us in tremendous detail the 
state of the country at that time.

The Domesday Monachorum, often 
called the Domesday Book of the Monks is



kept in the library of Canterbury 
Cathedral, and provides a similar survey of 
the holdings of the Canterbury Estates. Its 
exact date is not certain, but it is thought 
to be 1086 or soon after.

As regards permanent survivals of the 
time, the buildings and ruins of the period

which still exist are relatively few, but their 
evidence is important.

Domesday Book describes the state of 
the country at three periods: the holders of 
lands at the time of King Edward the 
Confessor before the Conquest; to whom 
they were granted by William I after the 
Conquest; and who held them when the 
survey was taken in 1085 and their value.

The Dover entry in of CHENTH, the 
name of Kent, occupies the beginning of 
the Kent section. It describes in some 
detail the state of the town and of the 
canons of St Martin's of Dover who 
occupied the area at the west end of the 
town. It also describes their many holdings 
in local village communities and further

afield. Details of these are beyond the 25 
scope of this article.

Much of the detail of the town of Dover 
itself in Domesday Book has already been 
quoted in a previous article, but if we 
combine it with records in Domesday 
Monachorum and other information we 

can obtain a 
great deal of 
knowledge about 
the town.

On the west 
side of the town 
stood the
property of the 
secular canons 
and much of its 
ruins survived 
into the 20 th 
century. They 
were recorded by 
several Dover
photographers, 
and one of them 
produced some 
fine whole plate 
glass prints
which the late Mr 
Farringdon, their 
owner at the 
time, permitted 
me to copy. I do 

not know where they are now. They showed 
that their most impressive building was 
St Martin le Grande, some remains of which 
were found in the rebuilding of the National 
Westminster Bank. The photographs reveal 
that much of the work was composed of axe 
hewn stone, which puts it very soon after 
1066 or more probably of Saxon origin. 
Indeed, some of the stone work, especially 
the semi-circular arches, is strikingly 
similar to that in the Saxon church of St 
Mary in Castro. The remains of some work 
in Caen stone were probably from later 
building, enlargement or repairs.

The canons held their own holdings 
and, being secular canons, they lived with 
their families, and sons inherited their
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Part o f an ancient map, which shows 
THE RUINES OF ST MARTINS CHURCHE'



father's holdings.The group, with their 
families, must have been an important 
part of the social and business life of 
Dover.

There were three important churches in 
the town, St. Mary in Castro, St. Peter's and 
the canons' own church, which later 
housed the altars of several parishes, those 
of St. Martin, St. Nicholas and St. John. It 
was a cruciform building with a tower at 
the crossing and a chancel with aspidal 
chapels. How much of this building was

Saxon and whether it was destroyed by 
William's lawless soldiery and then rebuilt 
after the conquest, we cannot know. St. 
Mary the Virgin did not then exist as such. 
I recently published a detailed account of 
its early years, The Story of St. Mary's, in 
parts, in the parish paper of St. Mary the 
Virgin.

St. Peter's was a Saxon foundation 
which stood on the north side of the 
Market Square, on the site now occupied 
by Lloyds Bank. From small drawings of it, 
it appeared to consist of a nave and a

chancel and a west tower on which was a 
flag mast. For many years it was the church 
of the Corporation, but it became ruinous 
and was destroyed in Elizabethan times. St. 
Mary's in Castro which survived was even 
then an important church.

In the Domesday Monachorum there is a 
list of 87 churches in a document entitled 
These are the customs (consuetudines) of 
the Archbishop (received) at Easter from 
Priests and Churches'. The Dover churches 
contributed the largest figure of the 87 

which were listed, 
no less than 55 
shillings, a
considerable sum 
in those days.

In Saxon times 
the Dover churches, 
St. Martin, St. Mary 
in Castro and St. 
Peter, contributed 
their share of the 
payments due 
every year from St. 
Augustine to Christ 
Church. The entry 
was entitled 4 This 
is the ancient 
a r r a n g e m e n t  
before the coming 
of Lord Lanfranc 
(i.e. before 1070). 
From Doforis a 
sester of honey and 
30 loaves, and 2 

wethers and 7d and 600d'. As already noted, 
Lanfranc became archbishop in 1070.

There was, however, one important 
change in Dover's favour; the fact that both 
sides of the Channel were held by the same 
ruler made the Channel an Anglo-Norman 
sea.Dover's seamen, working the passage, 
prospered.The transporting of great 
officers of church and state, and of men 
and goods, went on apace.This was 
interrupted from time to time by calls to 
perform their official maritime service to 
the crown and their less official

An 18th century drawing o f the remains o f old St Martin's Church. As w ill be seen, 
to the left o f centre, part o f the grounds was then used for grazing sheep



engagements with piratical seabourne 
groups, mostly from Northern Europe.

There were times of disaster, such as the 
loss of the fleet,including Dover's ships 
and men,in the violent storm during the 
King's expedition to Scotland in 1091 .The 
men were, of course, irreplaceable, but new 
little ships would have been built quickly 
on the open beaches. Ship building was a 
communal activity and the skills required, 
many of them fairly simple, were passed 
down from generation to generation 
among various families, not all of whom 
were sea-going members of the 
community.

In addition to increasing trade with the 
continent and legitimate ventures further 
afield, it must be admitted that seamen 
also indulged in less desirable activities,

such as piracy and wrecking.
The fishing industry began to prosper 

enormously and Dover, with its 
considerable number of ships, which 
included 21 contracted to the King under 
the terms of their charter,was well placed 
to profit from it. The little ships followed 
the shoals of herring into the North Sea 
and up the coast to Yarmouth, which then 
consisted of only a few huts. There they set 
up their famous herring fair, to which 
buyers came in great numbers from all 
over the East Midlands and from 
continental countries. The herring, which 
were later gutted, dried and salted, 
provided a staple item of food for 
many, including increasing numbers in 
the proliferating religious institutions.But 
more of that later.

by Peter Burville
Dover had a serious problem. A Common Hall meeting, chaired by the Mayor of Dover, was 
held on Friday 25th of February 1870, at the Tbwn Hall "... for the purpose of considering 
the best mode of alleviating the great distress now prevailing amongst the labouring 
population of the Borough, in consequence of the weather, and of adopting such 
Resolutions thereon as might be expedient". The MP, S. M. Latham Esq J.P., proposed that 
a subscription fund should be raised. A fortnight later The Dover Express recorded that 
some 240 individuals and firms had contributed sums ranging from £5 = by the Mayor and 
others, to a more modest 2/6d (12.5 p).

One of the major works chosen was the excavation of a tunnel through the cliff from 
East Cliff up to the cliff top. Unfortunately, in less than a month it was reported in The 
Dover Express that this project had run out of funds. However the Council's General 
Purposes Committee confirmed the desirability of completing the new road, in course 
of formation, from East Cliff to the North Foreland Meadow", inspiring the Mayor to offer 
another donation, this time of two sovereigns.

At the beginning of April The Committee for the Relief of the Unemployed reported that 
work was continuing on the path rising from Athol Terrace, East Cliff, up to Northfall


